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L}
"...the world of BRIAH was not that in which anything
material was formed, emanated or otherw se brought into
being; it was rather the Elohistic Wrld, that of
Panurgic forces and intelligence, which becane fornative
i n YETZI RAH, but did not produce matter except in the
Fourth World." |

|
- THE HOLY KABBALAH
(Waite no date: 61”2)

13. PRE-EXI STENCE: PRELUDE OR PRACTI CUM?
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| NTRODUCT1 ON:

Was the PE a time during which all enbryonic or new born
spirits -not necessarily the sanme thing- participated in the so-
called "War in Heaven" and then sat back to await their turn on
earth?{"} SMD mght lead one to that conclusion, because the
scanty scriptures about the PE do not indicate otherwise. Thereis
little discussion of the Council in Heaven or of the War i n Heaven,
and there less information about our individual roles in those
heroi ¢ sagas. W do have clear outlines of the general roles of
the protagonist and the antagonist and of their respective
‘plans'.{?} The common conception of 'heaven' being a place where
we had wings and sat around playing harps mght fit with sone
peopl e's concept of what we did in the PE However, as already
noted, we claimas part of our theory that the PE was the first of
the three testing phases that constitute the netanorphosis for our
spirits. W also claim that each/all three phases are
characterized by equally inportant tests, equally conpl ex
chal | enges and equal |y profound consequences to our spirits.{? So
we really don't buy into the ornithol ogi cal nodel of any heavens.

Back up a mnute. The |eading sentence of this article is
m sleading: it refers to the PE as a "tinme". |In fact, the PE is
nore properly described as a state, a phase or a condition because
time as nortals conprehend it, is not a true descriptor of the
thing ternmed eternity. The sinplest description of eternity that
we Wil use is to refer to that '"condition', for lack of a better

1Thi s assunption, that the full conplenent of spirits was created before the council entails a curious
problem \Wen was the world created, before or after the Council?

The Christian creation stories suggest that the creation of earth was done after the council had been
held and the war fought, but that would not preclude the existence of the rest of the universe.

And an equal ly interesting and rel ated i ssue invol ves the possibility of other inhabited worlds inthis
uni verse. By "inhabited" we refer to hunmans only. |If there are such, then one would be led to believe that
the universe was created in response to decisions that were not related to the Council of this world. Thisis
because those other worlds could have been in existence at the previous tine.

Sagan di scusses the latter possibility at length in "The Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence" (in
G ngrich 1977:94-103). He offers different nethodol ogies that would facilitate a search for such, the nost
anbi ti ous of thembeing an array 1,500 radi o tel escopes, each being 100 neters in dianeter. However, given the
constraints on pure research nonies, such experinments won't be undertaken in the foreseeable future. However,
he believes that the chances are good that there are intelligent life forms "out there."

2 . . Lo .
Non- canoni cal books al so provide sonme insight into the PE, though not nuch.

SRegardi ng the SMD belief in a pre-existence it is interesting to note one of the actions of the Second
Counci |l of Constantinople, in A D 553, a fine post-Christian (of course, sone of you will argue that it was
a Christian nmeeting. You are right in a sense, so we will amend the termand refer to "a fine post-apostasy")
conference, convened after the primtive church was dead. It decreed that:

"Whosoever shall support the nythical doctrine of the pre-existence of the soul and the
consequent wonderful opinion of its return, let himbe anathema." (Evans-Wentz 1960: 234)

The probl emfor us non-specialists in knowing howto interpret this decree, vis a vis the present discussion,
is to determ ne whether the abonination involved only the doctrine of reincarnation, or whether it was i ntended
to deny the reality of the pre-existence of our spirits. O both. Evans-Wntz enphasi zed reincarnation since
it is fundanmental to Buddhism but we don't, though we di scuss reincarnation in Chapter 35. REI NCARNATI ON AGAI N.
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word, that has no beginning and no end. {‘} That certainly isn't
sonmet hing nost of us can grasp. Note also that the word 'pre-
exi stence' entails the notion of tine, specifically a period of
time that precedes sone other tinme. Wiy are we forced to refer to
time in this manner?{°

| NDO- EUROPEAN LANGUAGE HANDI CAP

| ndo- European (1-E) |languages,{® of which English is a
menber, are syntactically, i.e. grammatically, obligated to place
al | experiences on a continuumof tinme. They do this primarily by
requiring that (alnost) all utterances have verbs, and that tense
be expressed by attachi ng speci al endi ngs or creating special forns
of the verbs. Tinme-reference is obligatory and cannot be del eted
fromdi scourse, whether witten or oral{’}. This notion of tineis
actually expressed by the conbination of a |anguage's syntax,
nor phol ogy, and semantics, and all three of these are tied up with,

4The PE is one 'part' of eternity, and there are nany characteristics and conditions that we are not
even aware of that can be used to neasure and describe it. Rucker's books, GEOVETRY, RELATIVITY AND THE FOURTH
DI MENSI ON and THE FOURTH DI MENSI ON - A GUIDED TOUR OF THE H GHER UNI VERSES, present fascinating information
about forward and back |ight cones, lines of sinultaneity, world lines, Mnkowski diagrans, etc. On one |evel
these mi ght be taken as descriptors and/or characteristics of eternity. But closer exam nation shows that this
does not seem to be true for some of these concept. The problem is that sone of them actually describe
limtations on what is perceivable by an observer, who lives in a universe, |ooking outward, restricted by the
speed of light. But other concepts nay apply to eternity. For exanple, M nkowski diagrans seemto capture
sonet hi ng about the nature of eternity, but light cones are limted to the region of an observer, so seemlike
m nor characteristics or even non-characteristics of eternity.

Mich later: we wonder whether or not we really want to postulate that the PE was part of 'eternity'.
No doubt it is in a particular sense, however, whether or not we nean that, depends on how one defines

"eternity'. If it is the unchanging state of {foreverxforever}, the PEisn't part of it. But if eternity is
nore generally defined, the PEis part of it. So far | have failed to explain what | nean. Look at it this
way. |f the metanorphosis is a sort of loop off the side of eternity, a sort of tenporary spur off the nain
rails, then it really isn't to be considered part of the main route. It is nmerely an epheneral stage that we

pass through, after which it is ironed out, snoothed out, after which we return to the nmain route of eternity.
The PE then disappears for us after we take the brief frolic in the tenporary playground of the metanorphosis.
Hopeful Iy this hel ps you understand what | intend.

5
I amgoing to make you sick of tinme during the next few pages by referring repeatedly to the tinme bond

our |anguage and culture inposes on us. | will do it to nake the point that '"tinme' is a nortal dinension, a
characteristic of nortality, etc. It is sonething that is an artifact of the testing environnent we are
confined to here. It is a by-product of the interaction of our veiled spirit withits brain interface and the

data streams it collects and processes.
Time is NOT a part of eternity. |Is it part of the PE or PM» W don't know. And it really doesn't
matter anyway for our test down here.

6Thi s i s one of the major |anguage groups in the world today, though by no neans the domi nant one, which
includes as nmany as ten maj or branches, depending on the |inguist naking the determ nation. The nore fanliar
nodern | anguage groups subsuned include the Germanic, Romance, Slavic groups, along with Celtic, G eek,
Al bani an, etc. Sanskrit is its best known ancestor, though it obviously derives from another |anguage whose
characteristics can only be theorized through the use of various |inguistic techni ques subsuned under the rubric
of 'glottochronology'. Proto-Hittite or Hurrian, etc. are postul ated as earliest forns of human speech, though
their characteristics are vague and confined to phonenes, the syntax and nor phophonem cs bei ng un-recoverabl e.

In any event, |-E Ianguages have hi ghly evol ved verbs, every formof which is characterized by person,
nunber, tense, nood and voice. Tense is the one we refer to here, that binds our minds, forcing us to perceive
of reality as a sequence of events, when the reality of eternity to Gods is not sequenced in this nanner. e
don't believe. Everything seens to exist at once, sinultaneously, which is why they can foresee our future.
It isn't future to them because it already exists for them

7Ti m Shopen wrote his dissertation on THE LINGUI STIC USE OF SILENCE. He believed that pauses and
sil ence are used norphol ogi cal |y, perhaps even syntactically, expressing various things that hearers do in fact
conprehend as clearly as they understand oral discourse. But this non-verbal manner of expressing tineisrare
and insignificant for this discussion.
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and hel p shape, a world view of |-E |anguage speakers. {?%

Note that while I-E | anguages are obligated to place the PE
before nortality, SMVMD does acquiesce thereto. Wy? W surmse
that this is probably because the | anguage and cul ture wit hin which
SMD was restored, have that conpul sion or obligation. Therefore
anyt hing franed within the context of this pair will reflect that
under | yi ng conpul si on. {9} Throughout this work we will refer to
the PE having "preceded" earth life in the nortal sense of tine,
al t hough tlne is a nmeaningless construct in dealing with that
condi tion. {'%

SPACE- TI ME CONTI NUUM

Regardi ng the issue of I|-E |anguage handi caps, English does
restrict our ability to perceive the universe -as well as the PE
nortality and post-nortality- as a set of co-existent concurrent
conditions or processes. Wuat we think we perceive when we | ook at
our reality -at least for English readers of this work- which has
t hi s I ndo- Eur opean past-present-future thread running through it,
is a sequence of inmmutably linked units to which we assign terns
I i ke seconds, m nutes, hours, days, weeks, nonths, years, decades,
centuries, mllennia, epochs and eras. Those are what we think are
real. Those are the things we use to count our reality. These are
the steel links of the I-E chain of time you live with every
(waki ng?{*}) nonent.

8V\hi ch caused which is a question that linguists and cultural anthropol ogists westle with. Chicken
and egg sort of thing. The two, |anguage and culture, are so intertwined and affect each other at such deep
levels that it is not possible to assign priority to either. They are acquired sinultaneously by each child,
and it would be inmoral to set up some interesting experinments that might determne the priority, if any, of
one over the other. But whatever the case, time is mandatorily present in |-E discourse. And Western
Cvilization. Too bad for us, really, when we dabble around in this stuff.

9 . . ) .

A nore practical answer is that there is no way to separate the nessage fromthe nedium as Mrshall
McLuhan told us 25 years ago. Even the Lord cannot give us sonething that would generally be conprehensible
but whi ch would be outside the stew of culture and | anguage we partake of daily.

0Is the PEin a different set of dinensions fromthose of nortality and fromthose of the Spirit Wrld
and fromthose of the Post-Resurrection world? This sort of concept has been suggested for several centuries,
according to Rudy Rucker, though it is not well-known in the LDS faith. But a propos Rucker, he nmkes a
statement that illum nates the grandeur of the profession of the astrophysicist and cosnol ogi st, the one which
is nmost likely to shed a glimrer of light on this business of the location of the PE, though only indirectly
and uni ntentionally:

"Questions about the overall shape of space belong to the science called cosmology. | |ove cosnol ogy:
there's sonething uplifting about viewi ng the entire universe as a single object with a certain shape.
What entity, short of God, could be nobler or worthier of man's attention than the cosnps itself?
Forget about interest rates, forget about war and nurder, let's talk about space. (1984:91)

In addition to his excitement about cosnol ogy, which is either the parent of, or a subset of astrophysics, his
reference to God is fascinating. Only God is nore noble or worthy of nan's attention. Interesting, isn't that?
It is no accident, then, that Stephen Hawking, also attributes creative powers to a God in an unabashed way,
referring specifically to Hm11 tines in A BRIEF VIEW OF TI ME. This breed of scientist is closest to the
matter of creation of the cosnpbs than any ot her profession, a topic which receives great attentionin SMDrites.

11W§ wonder whet her our sleep periods are so tightly bound up with this conceptual chain. Dreans are
free-floating sorts of things, that sonmeti mes bl end occurrences fromdl fferent pointsinnortal time, as if they
co-occurred. Does this blending indicate anything about the "syntax" of dreans, i.e. are they subject to weaker
tine constraints? Do we even dream di scourse in our |anguage? Sonetinmes we seemto but other times |I'mnot
sure whether we really 'hear' and 'speak' words of our |anguage - perhaps we conmmuni cate tel epathically or sonme
such way.
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However, the construct of astro-physicists and cosnol ogi sts of
a space-tinme continuum is a nore likely descriptor of eternity
than are these tine terns. At least it |oosens the absolute grip
of tinme on reality. This concept is difficult for the non-
speci alist, |-E | anguage speaker to grasp{'?}. But this is not due
to an inherent conplexity or difficulty of the concept{}. W
claimthat it is due, in alarge degree, to this pervasive enphasis
of our | anguage and culture with time-sequencing of events. This
enphasis, from a practical point of view, virtually overshadows
ot her di nmensions or axes, and nmakes it difficult for us to grasp
other ways to conceive of the universe and the events and
conditions of which it is conprised. So the concept of a space-
time continuumis difficult to understand.

This rai ses the question about whether speakers of sone
non-1-E | anguages -and cul tures- whi ch don't have t he sane t enpor al
obligation, might not grasp this concept nore easily.{*} Various
I i ngui sts have noted that sonme non- 1 ndo- Eur opean | anguage gr oups do
not bind the mnd to the sanme degree wth this type of
grammatical /cultural time bond. Sonme Anerican |ndian |anguages,
for exanple, lack this enphasis, and this is one of the mgjor
reasons for the difference in the world views of the two groups.{*}

For those who believe in an astral plane, which can be entered during sleep, the concept of tinel essness
seens to fit. The passage of time is reported as being different that the passage of nortal tinme.

12
Zukav states this better:

"Newt on's | aws depict events which are sinple to understand and easy to picture. Quantum nmechanics
depicts the probabilities of phenonena which defy conceptualization and are inpossible to visualize.
Therefore, these phenomena nust be understood in a way that is not nmore difficult than our usual way
of under st andi ng, but different fromit." (1977:46)

So Zukav attributes some of the difficult in grasping new concepts to their "differentness", rather than their
difficulty. That is what is believed here.

13 .
Once nore, Zukav says it well:

"Quantumtheory is not difficult to explain because it is conplicated. Quantumtheory is difficult to
expl ai n because the words which we nust use to communicate it are not adequate for explaining quantum
phenonena. " (1979: 275)

14As an exanple of how a non-1-E language is able to handl e processes in ways that are superior to
Engl i sh, take two Finnish cases (which apply to nouns and adjectives), the essive and the translative cases.
Admittedly, an agglutinative (which conbines stens and endings to create new words and neani ngs) |anguage is
difficult to understand for non-synthetic |anguage speakers, eg. English speakers. But in addition to the
strangeness of attaching endings to stems to express neanings, these particular cases represent particular
difficulties for the English speaker because they deal with processes and conditions, wi thout reference to tinme
or tense. Mst Finnish cases have to do with grammatical functions or propositional relationships, but these
two are unique in that they define conditions or characteristics of the noun to which they are attached.

The essive ending Is "-na" and its general nmeaning is a "state of being". It is sonmetimes translated,
t hough awkwardly, with the words "like" or "as". In a simlar vein, the translative case, with the ending
"-ksi" is translated as a "change of state", or "becomi ng" sonething. Since English doesn't make such

di stinctions at the norphol ogical level, that is within awrd, it is difficult for the native English speaker
to grasp the full range of neaning of words which have these endi ngs attached, and the situations in which they
are correct. However, once grasped, they are marvel ous tools for expressing the two states/changes, meani ngs
that seemawkward when expressed t hrough phrases and cl auses. These are exanpl es of non-tenporal processes and
condi tions that m ght enable these | anguage speakers to nore easily conprehend space-tine.

15I n fact, sone Anerindian | anguages handl e tense in a manner that is wholly unexpected in terms of the
usual |-E verb norphol ogy and syntax. For exanple, in Tubatul abal, a nearly-extinct U o-Aztecan |anguage of
the Kern River area of eastern California, the future tense endi ng is attachéd to the subj ect of the sentence,
a noun. NOT to a verb. No I-E | anguage woul d ever attach a tense marker to a noun in any position, regardless
of its neaning or function. Wat an outrageous idea! Tense endings are absolutely, unqualifiedly restricted
to verbs. This freedom of placenent of tense markers is another exanple of the freedom some | anguage groups
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NAVAJO RUG

Let have a story here. Years ago ny parents were in southern
Utah on a vacation tour.{' They visited a Navajo honme in front
of which was a loomwith a beautiful wool rug partially conpleted.
After the conversation got to the point that one could discuss
purchasing the rug, a price was agreed upon. It was al so agreed
that it woul d be conpleted for a certain day in the foll owi ng week.
They spent tinme touring other parts of the state until the agreed
upon day cane to pick up the blanket. Wen they returned to the
home, the rug was unfinished and the weaver was gone. Then, when
dad asked when she would be home, the person quickly answered,
"Tuesday afternoon at 2:30." He knew he was providing the sort of
answer that pleased the Anglo - sonmething with fixed dates and
times. But these tenporal concerns didn't match his own culture as
shown by the inconplete wool rug.

The Navaj o perception of the universe doesn't require the use
of a clock, but that does not make it defective. In a simlar
manner, the Anglo concern for tines{'} is also a legitimte world
view. But because of these deeply rooted predispositions, which
seem to discount or exclude the other, neither culture can truly
conprehend the other in the arena of tinme managenent. Their own
worl d views and cul tures have evol ved (pardon the E-word, please)
in such a way that they each lack basic tools required to
understand the other.{'} = That doesn't nean that either one is

have in their handling of tine.

6 . . . .
Note how this event takes on the sense of a wholly conpl eted event which occurred in the distant past,

an event which is unrelated in any manner to 'today'. English does that to us. The reality is, however, that
this event still exists in sone psychedelic fashion.

17 ) . . . . .
It seems likely that Anericans' penchant for goals and objectives are related in part to this clock
busi ness.

18!\/5/ own experience with foreign | anguages denonstrated this clearly. | lived in Finland for tw and
a half years and spent the last three nmonths as a full-time translator. M fluency was such that natives
m stook ne for another native, particularly since | took great pains to dress like them And four years later,
nmy wife and I lived for two years in the Amazon basin speaking a bl end of Portuguese and I ndian dial ects while
living the mdst of a mestizo popul ation.

The point now. in neither setting did | every truly conprehend what native speakers meant in all
settings, in anything but an obvious, superficial nmanner. This was particularly surprising in Finland because
I was repeatedly m staken for a Finn when | lived in Helsinki, at |east based on pronunciation and appear ances.
But | could tell from the nature of the conversations, where Finns were obviously comunicating things |
couldn't grasp, that | lacked the deep acculturation that occurs when one is born into a culture and grows up
init, learning both that I anguage and culture. Consequently, when a native speaker used a word that carried
a subtle cultural nuance that was separate fromthe obvious lexical content, | missed that meaning. And after
t hose experiences in both countries, | have doubted that nost of us who I earn anot her | anguage as an adult, wll
acquire the cultural fluency that one |earns when growing up from childhood within the culture where the
| anguage is used. Ganted, there are a few narked exceptions. The best known exanple for ne is Joseph Conrad.
Hi s novels illustrate a profound grasp of both English | anguage and culture, in spite of the fact that he was
non a native-English speaker. But these exceptions confirmthe rule for ne.

I was gratified to find a simlar conclusion stated by Peter Freuchen. He was a remarkabl e person who
did a nost remarkabl e thing. He, a Danish anthropol ogist, chose to live inside of the G eenland Eskino cul ture
for nore than 50 years. He married an Eski nb wonen by whomthere were two children. Through this wife, and
his own excellent abilities, he was able to | earn a great deal about Eskino culture, but note how categorically
he denies the possibility of ever actually know ng or understandi ng Eski no culture:

"...Though | nyself spent nore than half a century with the Eskinmps, | do not believe | ever
conpl etely understood them On the contrary, | know | ess now than when | first went to the Arctic,
believing in ny youthful inexperience, that after a year or two | would have the |ogical explanation
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defective. But it does nean that they may not comrunicate well in
some situation

HOPI O D LANGUAGES:

In contrast to |I-E | anguages, some Anerindi an | anguages |i ke
Hopi, a Uto-Aztecan | anguage of the Aztecan-Tanoan phylum (or a
Yuan |anguage of the Hokan phylum depending on one's
preference{'}), replace the obligatory tine arrow in a sentence
wi th an enphasis on process, on the manner in which things are
done, tine scales being of secondary inportance. For exanpl e,
rather than sinply state that, "a horse went sonewhere," t he
manner of going nust be described, i.e. anbling, galloping,
qui ckly, slowy, etc. It is inpossible to sinply state that it
"went", because tense is a secondary concern. Benjam n Lee
Whor f {*°} suggested that Hopi shoul d be the | anguage of physicists
due to its ability to handle subtle distinctions of process{?}.
In a simlar manner, a Hopioid | anguage may be better suited for
graspi ng sone of the subtle and inportant aspects of the POS than
English is.

As an exanpl e, take the Perfection Doctrine{*} which tells us
that nortals, who by origin, nature and practice are sinful, my
nonet hel ess denonstrate worthiness to enter the Cel estial Kingdom
English 'makes' it extrenely difficult to grasp the fact that it
is, in fact, a possibility that each one of us badly blem shed

of all arctic phenonmena. | gradually began to see that there were many things that | had m sunderstood
in the beginning. And after ten or fifteen years anong the Eskinos, | finally realized that problens
deepened into nysteries; and that | knew practically nothing about them Their souls had depths al nost
i mpossible for a white man to penetrate," (1961:140)

That is a remarkable conclusion from an anthropol ogist who was obviously trained in understanding other
cul tures, who should have | earned the second culture during his 50 years in that setting, |IF it were possible
to learn a second culture at the deep, internal level referred to here. If you read his book, you wll
under st and just how deeply he did accul turate otherwi se. For exanple, de describes in detail the types of foods
that were considered delicacies and indicates that he, too, learned to savor them e.g. year old ganme birds
whi ch, wi thout being plucked or even gutted, had been sewn into a seal skin that retained its | ayer of bl ubber.
He considered this to be one of the finest delicacies of the Eskinp diet. So he clearly did acculturate in
their "material" culture world. But he said he couldn't learn the culture. That is the conclusion | reached,
t hough my own experiences were considerably nore abbreviated. No one can get into another culture if they
attenpt the transition after reaching adul thood, and perhaps even teenagehood.

The point of this lengthy note is that first, adults can't learn other cultures and |anguages, and
second, |anguage and culture binds our mnds incredibly tightly, although we are generally oblivious to this

fact.

19
These options exi st because of disagreenent between | anguage cl assifications devel oped by different
guists. The source for this information in parentheses is the CF and FM Voegelin MAP OF NORTH AMERI CAN

lin
| NDI AN LANGUAGES, published by the University of Washington Press, 1966.

20
Hi s famous "Whorfian Hypothesis" is based on his beliefs about the correlation between | anguage and

culture. See his LANGUAGE, THOUGHT AND REALITY for a discussion of this "Hypothesis" and rel ated topics.

21
So one wonders whet her there are other | anguages today which woul d be better suited than |-E | anguages
(Ger man, French, Engl i sh, Spani sh,Italian) for doing quantum nmechanics. |s Japanese better?

22 ) . . :
Recal | that this doctrine actually applies to the product of a lengthy, three-phase netanorphosis,
so it isn't just nortality that is the issue.
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bl undering nortals can aspire to achieve.{®} In contrast to the
perfection of the Savior, even a prophet is sinful. The scripture
that states that no unclean thing can dwell in the presence of God
(the Celestial Kingdom would inply that even a prophet, who is so
good in conparison to the rest of us, but who i s nonet hel ess fl awed
when conpared to real perfection, would be deni ed adm ssion on the
basis of this scripture. But other scriptures do indicate that
prophets, and even the rest of us, have a chance of getting to the
top, so there has to be sonething about our spirits that allows
such judgnment to be made, sonething which we can achi eve on earth
which is not actually perfection.

| f our | anguage were better suited to handle the diversity of
functions and processes, and the subtleties of changes and states
of being -as capable of doing that as it is of handling the
extrenmely fine distinctions of time that it can{®*}- then perhaps
we would find it easier to grasp howit is that nortals can be in
a condition of inperfection that nonetheless nerits such
bl essedness. One wonders, then, whether Hopi or another | anguage,
may not be nore capable of naking subtle distinctions about
conditions or states of being that woul d enabl e the speaker/ hearer
to reconcile the sinful reality of this world to the rea
possibility of exaltation.

HOW LONG, OH LORD?

Anot her obvi ous point to make here regardi ng the PE: for those
spirits who have not yet found their way down here, their PE is

still going on. So we cannot unequivocally refer to the PE as
having ' preceded' earthlife. That can only be said -and even t hen
only within a small set of conditions, | suspect- when we as

individuals living on the earth, or individuals in post-nortality,
are speaki ng because on the obligatory time scale into which I-E
nortality is enbedded, anything that has gone 'before' the
"present’ is assuned to have preceded it, and equally inportantly,

3I hasten to adnit that there is another significant difficulty with this doctrine. This one arises
fromour Judaeo-Christian ethic regarding sin and punishment. Theoretically we are to Iove the sinner but to
hate the sin. However, practically speaking, we are hidebound in a tradition where we hate themboth. So when
we Judaeo- Chri stian English speakers hear the Perfection Doctrine, we are constitutionally unable to conprehend
it at a deep intuitive level. Intellectually, we grasp it, but only intellectually. As a doctrine, it ought
to give us confidence, reassurance, confort and encouragenent. Instead, it depresses us.

4It is one of those commonpl ace facts that are not understood by non-specialists that English (or any
I ndo- Eur opean |anguage for that nmtter) is, in fact, capable of expressing extraordinarily subtle and/or
conplicated distinctions of time/tense wth its highly flexible, conplex verb. (See Bull's TIME, TENSE AND THE
VERB for an excell ent discussion of this matter. He uses Spanish as his nodel, but its verbis fully conparable
to that of English.) This contrasts with sone other |anguages.

Take Finnish as an exanple again. It has a verb, that while capable of expressing adequate time
rel ationships, is nonetheless fairly sinple in conparison to English. For exanple, the Finnish passive voice
has even lost five of its person/nunber markers, the full conplenent of tenses is limted, etc. However ,
Finni sh conpensates in its own remarkabl e way through the use of five infinitives, rather t han just a si ngle
one as in English. And the third infinitive is capable of transfornmations that performastonlshl ng feats. It
can take a verb and convert it into a conparative tenporal adverb expressing, for exanple, the translative case
meani ng. The latter is startling because case is typically confined to noninal systems Whet her either
| anguage exceeds the other in range and subtlety of time expressions is difficult to deternmine. However, the
point remains that this ability to handle time fetters the mind to varying degrees.
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is assumed to have ceased to exist.{?*} This point, that the PE co-
exists with nortality, is nonetheless interesting because it
appears as a mnor exanple of the doctrine that everything is
"present” with the Lord: things that in arigidly defined tenporal
system appear sequential, and therefore never concurrent, are
nonet hel ess concurrent with Him {2

Next, regarding the length of "tinme" that we, at |east, were
in the PE, no one can say with any certainty how |long we were
t here. However, once nore, we can pull in several tangential
references which shed a weak light on this issue. First, we can
tal k about how many children there were up there. Second, we can
tal k about how long it took to create the earth. So hang on.

W don't know how many spirits lived in the PE, other than
that all of us nortals who have, do and will live on this earth
will have lived up there. {*} But there are 5+ billion of us on
earth now, and if we arbitrarily allow the sane nunber for those
who have preceded us and an equal nunber for those waiting their
turns, we arrive at a total of 15, 000,000,000 spirits, +/-10 or so,
who will eventually have been processed through this particular
testing maze. |If they all cane froma single nother, then aIIOMAng
even a single nonth of our time for the 'gestation' period,{*} the
length of tine that went into the creation of that many spirits

woul d be around 1.25 billion years of our time, rather a |ong
tine. { % So let's allocate 1.25 billion years to the length of
time it took to create us all. That would be the first portion of
t he PE.

The other scrap of indirect evidence to drag into this

5Note, again, how English is unable to state this relationship in a si npl e, conprehensible, non-
contradi ctory manner, that there are two processes going on, each in a different 'location', each of which is
in different degrees of conpletion, but occurring and exi sti ng sinmultaneously. True, we can explain these
aspects of the situation as | just have but at a deep, internal level, it is contradictory in English for ne
to say that ny PE is over, but that it Still exists.

6

Rudy Rucker also makes this point in another way by stating that in a Hilbert space of infinite
di nensions, all of us would be alike, and all things would be present "at once". Sounds like he's trying to
descri be the Cel estial Kingdon®?

27This is another unstated assunption of SMD: all nortals come here fromthe same PE. However, there
really is no evidence that states that there could not be nortals fromseveral different PE conditions who made
the trip here. W endorse the assunption, however, that we all derived fromthe sane one. That is a stronger
position than the other.

A related i ssue raised by some involves spirits who end up on other earths. These contend that all of
those spirits derive fromOURPE. To us it seens so silly to consider such a possibility, given the nagnitude
of creations that nust exist, if we believe our own dogma, that it seens preposterous to postulate only one PE
for all spirits for all worlds created by all Creators, etc. However, sone claimthis is the case. W will
take the strong position here, as well, and deny that there is only one PE. Then we will claim instead, that
each world has its own PE. Wy woul d individuals believe otherw se?

28
See 11. SPIRIT Bl RTH ORDI NANCES for a discussion of this matter. That is a nice discussion based

on |l ogic and organi zation of information in the canon. |Inplications of a few vague doctrines are ferreted out
and di spl ayed for your consideration.

9I-lowever, it is noted that if a collection of wives were involved, the tine would be decreased. |If
there were only 10 wi ves/ nmothers, the tinme would be reduced to a nere 125 million of our years. This notion
rai ses the profoundly di sturbing SMD doctrine of polygany, which, doctrinally, makes LDS akinto Islam | don't
understand the doctrine, | dislike it and | would like to reject it.

And of course, tine is irrelevant anyway. Wy do we keep picking on this tinme business?
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di scussion regarding the length of the PE is the creation of the
worl d. According to the evidence of the earth sciences - geol ogy,
stratigraphy, etc.- the length of tine that it took to create the
wor | d bef ore hono sapi ens{*°} appeared was on the order of 5 billion
of our years.{%®} That, too, is a believable nunber based on the
soundness of the scientific evidence coll ected. {%}

So if we put the creation of children at one billion nortal
years, and if the earth was created in 4 billion years, then we
have a PE that covered 5 billion of our years{®}. bviously, those
of us who cane down first had a shorter one than we today did, but
the difference is trivial. And in this long period of tinme, we

either got terribly bored, or we engaged in various sorts of
enterprises and probably acconplished a great deal.

PRE- EXI STENT TRI ALS AND TRI BULATI ONS:

30Part of the problemin determ ning just howlong involves the sparse fossil record and the difficulty
in identifying the "first" nan. Honp habilis is old, and seens to conme close, but s/he isn't honp sapiens.
We really don't know when the latter first appeared. Nor, for that natter, do we even know how [ ong Adam
remained in the Garden of Eden. The inpression is probably that the tine period was not nore than a few

t housand years, but why do | say that? | don't know. It could have been considerably longer. |f he nanedll
of the aninals, as stated in the scripture, then we ask whether he did nane the dinosaurs? Sone of themare
still hanging around in the formof enus, sharks, silverfish, turtles, crocodiles, cockroaches, odonata, etc.

so he coul d have seen those varieties in a "short" garden experience.

But it is also possible that he nay have lived there a very long time, perhaps even living through the
tail end of the mesozoic on into the cenozoic. But if we allow himto have lived in the nesozoic, why not have
himin the pal eozoic? No reason not to. So: maybe he cane down during the Canbrian period and watched the
whol e evol utionary process, starting with the amno acid soup that yielded the first single celled creatures
that ultimately evolved (yes, that lovely concept. Mre later on it.) into what we know as nodern flora and
fauna. (You don't like that idea, do you.) This doesn't seem likely, however, if the creation story is
correct. It describes the fornation and creation of the world before A & E are placed in the al ready- prepared
Garden of Eden. O course, the story could be incorrect. W wll accept it at face val ue and take the position
that the earth, therefore the universe, was created before A & E were placed on Earth.

Qoviously, it really doesn't natter, but we are making the point that the brevity of the scriptural
accounts nay create the i npression that the Garden experience was equally brief, which is no nore likely, than
is the contrary idea.

31If you have a hard tinme with that length of tine, you need to drag out a streamtable and do sone
experimenting. Using controlled flows of water on soil of measured density which is placed on a table tilted
at a known angle, one will obtain results, which are reproducible by other simlarly equipped investigators,
regarding rates of erosion and deposition of soil, regardl ess of where in the world you do your experinment.
Those results are one of the data el enents used to estimate the length of time involved in various geol ogi cal
processes.

32We coul d spend hours on the creation nyths, eg. the "fragment-of -another-world theory", etc., but they
aren't credibl e enough, to an open m nd, to warrant di scussion. But an exanple of the peculiar behavior of some
who espouse these peculiar, unscientific stories comes fromthe 1960's in Salt Lake City. A local netallurgist
turned hinsel f into a cosnol ogi st/ geol ogi st and pushed t he 1-day- equal s-1, 000-years scripture as the expl anation
of the length of tine that went into the creation of this world. He amassed a sizeable foll owi ng anong the
| ess discrimnating, but for some reason, he refused to address the geol ogical record of the earth. Sever al
geol ogi sts from a nei ghboring university approached himwith an invitation that he acconpany themto view two
geol ogi cal formation, the angul ar unconformty and the discontinuity, for the purpose of allow ng himto explain
to them how his 6,000 year |long creation would account for them The rationale for the choice of these two
was that in standard scientific theory, they both require huge I engths of tine to be created, so they provided
optimal opportunity for the doctor to explain how things "really are/were." Curiously, he flatly refused to
either discuss the formations with them or to acconpany them on the one-day trip needed to view them both.

Regrettably, this mind set is not all that uncommon within nainstream Mornmonism at |least not in ny
experience. One of nmy daughter's MA teachers even taught the fragmented-earth theory as doctrine in class.

When | asked her about this matter, in a curious, non-threatening manner, she was greatly stressed that |
didn't agree with her. And her explanation for believing was that, "That was what | was taught when | was a
child.” Hmmmm Weak expl anation, don't you think? That's fine for a child, though sort of dishonest (but any

nore di shonest or worse than the Easter Bunny, Tooth Fairy or Santa C ause) but an adult?

33 . . . . .
The evi dence to support the concept of two serially ordered time periods -one for the creation of the
spirits, and another for the creation of this earth- is Abraham 3:22, where he said all intelligences were
organi zed before the world was.
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To return to the nature of the PE, as noted above, we claim
here that it was a "period" of testing in precisely the sane way
that nortality is a "period" of testing{®}. The PE was the first
of the three testing phases which were designed to elicit critical
i nformati on about our spirits. The three phases are conpl enentary
to each other. W use the term'conplenentary' in the particular
sense of 'itenms that occur one at a tinme, wthout any appearing
si mul t aneousl y'. Wet her these phases duplicate each other is not
provabl e, but we surnmise that there is both sonething uni que about
each phase, as well as sonmething conparable. The priesthood and
its various conponents are in place in all three phases, so there
will be simlarities. Wen asking, "why three phases only?", "why
not four or why not two?" there is no obvious answer. But we
postul ate that each phase fulfills sonme function, or functions,
that cannot be filled by the others. The Parsinony Principle
suggests this to be the case, in the sense that there will be no
overlap or waste.

In regards to the purpose of each phase, there is no
scriptural evidence that:

a) there are even three testing phase,
b) that they woul d each have uni que purposes, or
c) what those purposes m ght be.

Readi ng between the lines, the evidence that suggests what the
maj or purpose of the PE nust involve the Council and War i n Heaven.
W claimthis is so because those are the nost frequently attested
fact about the PE If those oft-repeated stories have any
rel evance here, they nust invol ve free agency and choi ce- maki ng{*}.
But howis that any different fromthe other two phases? All three
phases entail testing and exercise of free agency. However, it is
possi ble that there were two nmmjor purpose of the PE first, to
acquaint us with our free agency, which would be a remarkable
ability for a newspirit, to sort of let us solowithit to get the
feel of the thing; and second, to present us with an extraordi nary
choice, the Council/War Choice to see how we did after we have
becone experienced in using the thing. That certainly is a unique
pair of objectives for the duration of the netanorphosis.
Nowher e/ nowhen el se do we have the opportunity -or necessity- of
doing those precise things because once they have been
acconpl i shed, they cease to be opportunities.

Now, during nortality, we individually live wth the
consequence of that choice. W are already accustonmed to using
agency, so the major challenges here are different from those of

t he PE. It is obvious that the qualities of faith, obedience,
4
If this were witten Hopi -and you were able to read it- that sentence would be nore instructive or
convincing of the nature of the PE and of this business of testing. Sorry, we couldn't understand it either.
35 Lo . . . -
Ganted, there are other principles of truth and justice, etc. involved in the story, but for us

individually, that is of less inportance than the effect of that controversy on us, which ultimtely resolves
into the matter maki ng choi ces and the one we made.
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repentance and free agency are also tested during nortality, as
they are presunmably tested during the PE, and will be tested during
PM But the precise environnmental context in which these qualities
are tested varies between the PE, nortality and post-nortality, so
the tests and their neaning nust also vary. We specul ate that
family relations and norality are the major test of nortality. {3
But we have no guess about what the mmjor test of post-nortality
will belis.

As not ed, Christianity doesn't indicate that conprehensive
testing occurred in the PE{*}, but there are various argunents for
t hat concept. The first argunent for testing derived from the
Par si mony Principle, though in an unexpected nanner. First, there
isacorollary to this principle which asserts that everything done
by the Lord has a purpose, that everything He creates has neaning
and functions enbedded in them {°*¥} Second, since the PE was a | ong
time for us, we conclude, based on this corollary, that the Lord
created or arranged it that way. Since He created it, according to
this corollary, there nust be a purpose to the entire period of

"time'. Here, it is clained that the purpose could not have been
fulfilled solely by the Council and War decision, in spite of the
magni tude of its neaning. Even if that battle lasted half a
billion years or nore{*}, it would still have been only a short

segnment of the PE. A great deal of tinme remained to be filled.
And, obviously, it is believed here that the renmai nder of that tine
was devoted to being tested{*}.

36 ) . .
For detail ed specul ati on about the major tests of the nortal phase, see Chapter 21. MALE AND FEMALE,

CREATED HE THEM . ." The argunents are tenuous at best, but are promi sing to us as being the ultinmate experinment
we must traverse.

37For that matter, no other religion we have run into postulates any sort of pre-nortal testing of
spirits. That doesn't nean that none don't, but we aren't familiar with them Actually, given the rich variety
of religious conceptions of everything, it would be surprising if there weren't some faiths that endorse the
concept that spirits earned their places on earth as a result of some pre-nortal testing.

This concept is to be distinguished fromthe reincarnation doctrines. Those, obviously, entail some
sort of testing and judgement as the framework w thin which successive states/lives are 'earned' .

8V‘e termthis the Mechanics Corollary to the Parsinony principle because every piece of a nmachi ne has
a specific purpose and function. Indeed, the very shape and size and netal conposition of each piece is related
to that function. And if a person assenbles a machine and has a part left over, he has a problem though it
may not be i medi ately evident. W know frompersonal experience. That is what this corollary means. The Lord
only uses the mninmal nunber of 'parts' that are required to do the job, and every part He uses will have an
integral role in the overall operation of the algorithmto which it I s assigned.

9Note how vague the scriptures are about how | ong the debate and war lasted. As in the Garden story,
its brevity intuitively suggests a short tine. However, that is highly unlikely. The two sides doubtless had
all the tinme they could possibly desire to prepare and prosecute their argunents. W make this claimbecause
we do not believe that the Lord would artificially truncate those opportunities. Such prenature closure of the
conpetition would be against the order of heaven, tantanpunt to denying individuals their right to exercise
their free agency. So one thousand years or one mllion years or one billion years, who knows? The tine period
was as long as it had to be for everyone to cone to their own concl usion.

O course, once nore, the notion of tine is probably a pointless thing to discuss anyway. Tinme wasn't
characteristic of the PE. So perhaps this footnote should focus, instead, on processes and rel ati onships of
factors and alliances. Sort of like the rising of bread.

4OSi nce the PE testing is still going on for those spirits up there, one can't hel p wondering whet her
the spirits who were born first up there were sent down here first. Seenms "logical", but |ogic probably has
nothing to do with this question - because '"time' isn't nmeaningful. And if tine doesn't have neaning, then
there probably isn't any sort of "ordering" or "sequence" to births, no birth order at all, as we conprehend
it. So one-way trips are sinply allocated to the next "deserving" spirit? W don't know.



13. PRE-EXI STENCE: PRELUDE OR PRACTI CUM 240

The next consequence of this conception of the PE, at |east
fromour point of view, is that we required direction and support
to help us on our way{*}. W nust have been organi zed into sone
sort of society. Choi ces nust have been presented to us
continuously, just as during nortality, etc. The difference is
that the spirit attributes investigated, analyzed or mneasured in
the PE were either different than t hose bei ng neasured here now, or
the enphasis in the testing was different.

OPPCsSI TI ON CONDI TI ON:

W first encountered the white and black priesthoods in the
PE, because they affected or applied to us as soon as we were
formed. They both existed in the universe, or eternity, before our
spirits were forned, and as soon as we becane conscious of our
envi ronnent, we al so becane consci ous of these opposing forces{*}.
One way to view the effect of this pair of forces is to conpare
themto a magnetic field which has a north and a south pole. The
poles are inherently opposed to each other, but they are
i nextricably bound together in the "center" of the magnet. That
i s perhaps how the good and the bad sides of the priesthood force
work. STAR WARS is actually right on the noney in this matter as
not ed al ready, and Cbi Wan Kenobi was actually describing our own
priesthood and its opposite energy.

The Full-dose Corollary was also operative in the PE e
al ways receive a full charge of the anobunt of opposition we are
candi dates for. We undergo the maxinmum test that we can be
subjected to, so we really have no reason to breathe a sigh of
relief, because we are constantly in jeopardy. True, the dose of
evil islimted to our capacity, but the inportant point is that it
is nonetheless all that is needed to tip us over the edge, even
when we are unaware of it. Refer to the magnet nodel again: if we
push like poles of two magnets just close enough that their
outernost |lines of flux touch, neither magnet will nove in response
to those forces at that distance fromeach other. But the forces
are nonet hel ess present, inpinging on both magnets. This is how
our own situation is: the dark side of the force is exerting "lines
of flux"{*} on us at all times. The anmount of evil influence we

41 . - ) S .
Renmenber that we believe that we were living by faith, and it isn't consonant with the | aws of heaven
to believe that the Father woul d | eave us unattended or unguided in that state. True, it's darn hard to glinpse
t he guidance sonetines. But it's there.

42Thi s i ssue of consciousness is a fundanental one that, unfortunately, isn't well-understood by anyone.
Zukav (1979) even has physicists suggesting that the universe itself is conscious. Qur chapter 15 CONSCI QUSNESS
-COG TO, ERGO SUM touches on this matter briefly. But it is acknow edged that the issue of consciousness and
ego are anpong the najor issues dealt with philosophers and religions for mllennia, so we don't presune to have
anything new to offer.

43_ . . . . . L . . .
This issue of force being exerted is interesting. Howis it that either priesthood exerts influence
or force on or around us? Brigham Young, in an address delivered in 1977 in Farm ngton, UT, said that:

"We are as independent in our organization as the Gods are, but still we are creatures of
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feel is sufficient to overwhelmus at any point if we succunb to
it.

SPI RI T RESI STANCE:

But howis it that our capacity to endure nore evil increases?
We believe that it has to do with the relationship of the dark
force to the nature of our spirit matter, which relationship is
al so bound intimately in the relationship of our spirit nmatter to
the white priesthood. 1In a figurative manner, one m ght suggest
that there is some how a sort of hull around us that protects us.
Then, as we progress, that shell, or outer layer, is renoved
However, that's too contrived. It is suggested here that as our
spirits are being refined through adversity and through self-
discipline, as the spirit nolecul es are rearranged, our sensitivity
to BOTH good and evil increases. These influences are intimtely
bound together, as the north and south pol es of the magnet. As our
spirit matter's sensitivity to sense one at a certain level, it
will also be receptive to an equal quantity of the other. The
nol ecul ar structure of our spirits thenselves is intrinsically open
to both forces.

This suggestion inplies that spirit matter functions in sone
sense as a radio receiver which can be tuned to varying wave
lengths, or as a lab instrument which can be recalibrated to
measure varying amounts of sonething. {*} This concept al nost
appears to be a higher |evel metatheoretical one{*}. It applies
to spirit matter in all conditions and applies uniformy. Spirit
matter is open to equal anounts of both the black and white force
and there is sonme sort of servo loop that alters the degree of
susceptibility of the spirit as it undergoes change. The 'servo
mechani smis probably not anything external to us or to the powers
of heaven. This aspect of the theory probably is sinply an
artifact of the manner in which spirit matter and the PCH i nteract
with each other. To push the magnet nodel further, this
relationship mght be conpared to the effect of a magnet on
different types of netal. Al um num does not respond to nagnet

circunmstances, influenced by the spirits and by the powers of eternity that are here and round about
us, W are here and are operated upon by themin our organi zations."

But he offered no explanation of howit is that these force fields are set up. And there will be no explanation
innortality. This quote turns out to be one of the sem nal ones that spawned this whole thing. | was working
with Dad in the Dry Mesa Quarry in 1972, when | encountered this quote. | was astonished at its inplications,
and spent part of a Sunday discussing it with him The anal ogy of a magnet is apropos.

44The real problemw th this matched-1evel -condition involves the retrograde novenent of spirit quality.
As it is stated, it nakes an assunption that spirits are only inproving in performance, and that this opens them
to greater degrees of both forces. However, it is clearly the case the individuals can choose to pursue evil
and to turn thenselves into evil creatures. And when they do this, they are obviously NOT going to find their
spirits open to an equal anmount of the white force. For this reason, then, there nust be a qualifier built into
this condition that does allow for an increase in evil to result fromeither an increase in goodness or from
pursuit of evil. Curious, that. It doesn't matter what we do. Evil will have an increasing chance at us.
Way to go, Satan!

45
It is probably tied in with the Opposition Condition and the Full Dose Corollary.
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fields, while ferrous netals do. No need for anything to be
postul ated to explain why this is the case because it is sinply the
consequence of the nature of magnetic fields and their effect of
subst ances of various ki nds.

Thi s concept probably contradicts an unstated belief of MW.
MVF probably inplies or suggests that as we becone better people,
nore capable of hewing to the straight and narrow, that we becone
| ess sensitive to evil. It may well be true that we tend to not
sense evil influence as nuch. But if that is so, it is because we
have chosen to ignore it, not because our sensitivity to it has
decreased because it is believed here that our sensitivity to evil
forces has actual ly increased. {*}

To return to the STAR WARS nodel and the discussion of the
Darth Vader Dil emma: we ask, again, are there two separate forces,
one white, and one bl ack? O are there nerely two sides to one
force, like the sides of a coin? This difference, practically
speaking, is no nore than a notational variant. The differences
exist. Period.{*} Wile we were rollicking about in the PE, we
wer e bei ng bonbarded by both influences. Evil was al ways present,
like the low | evel background radiation which fills our universe
fromthe big bang. This influence was automatically present, and
was one of the initial conditions that allowed the PE to be a
period of formal testing of our spirits.

Take Abraham again as an exanple of the testing business in
the PEE He was called up by the Lord and was set apart as a | eader
because he had al ready denonstrated what a good guy he was. The
Lord describes him as one of the "choice" spirits. That is the
point of his story in this context. In order for him to be
characterized as choice, he had to have denonstrated his excel |l ence
in sone manner. We believe that the only way such excel |l ence coul d
be denonstrated was through the exercise of agency as he sel ected
the positive valued options, under 'live' testing conditions.{"}
Since he was 'choice', thereinplicitly were "not-choice", or "less
choice" spirits, ones that had not exercised their agency as well
as Abraham had.

Then, on the basis of such behaviors, the Lord convened
convocations of the type alluded to in this particular Abraham

6As di scussed el sewhere, the | ogical extension of this concept is that God Hinmself is subjected to the
maxi mum amount of evil. And | believe that is the case. For Hm the full power of evil shines constantly,
unabat ed by anything. But that is not problemfor Hm tenptations not being possible. But the radiation is
nonet hel ess there by this corollary.

47Thi sis, infact, a profoundly inportant question, but it is difficult to adduce any evi dence in favor
of either answer. Indeed, we don't know whether these are even the only possible alternatives. Wat is the
rel ationship of the black priesthood to the Aaronic Priesthood? Is it different than its relationship to the
Mel chi zedek Pri esthood? Are there levels or types of black priesthood, analogous to the Aaronic and
Mel chi zedek? And are there offices within each? Are there keys in the black priesthood? Wnderful, but
di fficult questions.

48 ) . . S Lo . .
As noted already, it could be that innate qualities or abilities of spirit were also involved in the
sel ection process. But here it is believed that preferred interpretation of the scripture refers to behavioral
excel l ence, rather than intrinsic spirit qualities.
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story, and set apart spirits who had qualified. This story is
interpreted as evidence for the claimthat we |ived under testing
conditions in the PEE W were being tested during the entire 5
billion years of the PE through the influence of the dark side of
t he force. {*}

SATAN AND THE BLACK PARTY:

It is believed here that, in keeping with the Double Bind
Condition, the choices represented by Satan and Christ were
alternatives that were as difficult to choose between as were the
two i npossi bl e-to-keep commandnents given to Adam and Eve in the
Gar den. Satan and Christ represented two alternative, possible
realities, EACH of which had its positive and negative aspects,
just as in the Miultiply-but-Don't-Partake Dilemma. Ignoring the
i ssue of who gets the honor for the nonent, Christ would all owfree
agency to operate, which was a highly val ued feature, but that was
of f-set by the likelihood of losing nmany spirits in the process.
In contrast, Lucifer woul d guarantee salvation for all of us, also
a highly valued feature, but in that plan, he would neutralize our
free agency, a maj or weakness in the plan. So both plans had their
probl ens and advant ages.

| f one accepts the SMD version of Satan, one nust wonder
whet her Satan sincerely believed in his cause, SMD seeming to inply
consi derabl e cynicismon his part.{ Perhaps he believed at some
level in the truth and justice of his cause. Per haps he was
persuaded -intellectually, perhaps- that the Qobligatory Sal vation
nmodel truly was the better nodel. One can admt that there is an
appealing side to it. As a parent, one can appreciate its
attractiveness. How horrible to know that a nodel of free choice
is automatically consigning sone children to die. Terrible. And
when we love them isn't there an attractiveness to the w sh that
we could save them the pain and guarantee their salvation? And
don't we think sonetines that we woul d even substitute ourselves in
sone way to take on their suffering if we could, just to save

49I need to clarify a belief |I have that SVD probably misleads us a tad here, too. If | am not
m st aken, nost LDS woul d adnmit harboring an unspoken perception about the PE that portrays it as a place where
we did see God and interact with Hm and where we had | ots of know edge about what was goi ng on and what was
going to happen. | do NOT believe that for a minute. |f one believes the PE was a test, then the only way to
run a fair test would be to put the pea under one of several shells and then let us try and find it ourselves.
And we definitely did not know nmuch about the real ternms of norality and even | ess than we know about the post-
nortal phase. W doubtless knew about the resurrection in some schematic way but only in general terns.

| am absol utely convinced that when we were presented with the choice to conme down here, we had no idea
about how terrible painful it was going to be. W sinply had no conception of how badly we were going to be
hurt and how pai nful the bul k of our lives was going to be, and how blind we were going to be, and ho inpaired
we were going to be. W did not know. And we could NOT be told because to be told woul d have been to negate
the legitimacy of the choice and test we are going through. This obviously sounds very fatalistic or some such
thing, but whatever it is, | amconvinced it is true. And Satan was ripening at the sane time. And then the
Council was held, and the War resulted, we each already had a full dossier of recorded behaviors that were
involved in our decision and in the judgnent.

50Especi ally since he had already failed in this attenpt in previous worlds. Could it be that he
doesn't carry nmenories forward fromone world cycle to the next? O course, it is also possible that there is
a different satan for each world, in which case there would be no nenories to carry forward. But we don't
believe the latter as noted above.
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t hen?{>'}
Satan was i ndeed the bad guy on two counts:

(1) he wanted to take our agency away, and
(2) he wanted glory for saving us.

But he had a plan that was appealing and it wasn't sinply a cheap
tinsel glnn1ck foisted off on us. It was a legitimte
alternative.{*} Qbviously, the consequences of his plan would be
profoundly di fferent than t he plan we chose, but it was a bona fide
choice. W believe that Satan's option appealed to a | ot of good,
intelligent souls. They nmade the wong choice, but we synpathize
with them {°% It is likely that Satan devel oped a cadre of
di sci pl es during the PE who stood up for himin the Council. They
struggled with the rest of us to try and persuade us to go their

51I do. So | appreciate this aspect of the Mandatory Sal vation Plan. | suspect that anyone who scoffs
at it may not have really considered this dinmension of the problem | personal |y am persuaded that some of
the third who were expelled after the great war were convinced that his was actually the better choice. Save
them ALL, don't risk [osing any of those precious souls, take care of them protect them Anyone who has | ost
a child or family nenber or friend to evil feels pangs of longing for those souls and w shes that they coul d
have been saved fromtheir tests and resulting tragedy.

52Actually, | vacillate here. Sonetines | am persuaded that Satan's plan HAD to be a legitinmte
alternative. Oher times I"'mnot. And this problemremains in either case: how could any plan of Satan's,
predicated on the evil priesthood, ever be applied to free agents? To grant that possibility is to grant t he
possibility that the black priesthood can in fact overpower the white, a horrible, horrible possibility with
implications and ranmifications that | cannot even guess at, except to know they are bad.
It is believed here that it HAD to be a legitinate, workable alternative to the Silver Plan. If it were not
a true alternative, neaning that it was nerely a strawman to use as a foil against the other option, then the
whol e Council and War were nerely a cosmic charade of sophistry. | really don't like to think that the Lord
was so cynical as to lead us onin a silly game Wnere one of the choices wasn't workabl e. However, it may be
possible for a world population to choose Satan's plan which is theminplemented. The result would be what
woul d be judged an inpoverished exi stence conpared to this one, at least in our mnds. But there would be the
positive fact that no spirits would be lost. (Nor would the spirits even know himfor what he is because the
alternative wouldn't be present.) | feel conpelled on the basis of logic -a dangerous enterprise in the best
of times- to believe that this type of reality is in fact possible for the reason that it would be a cheap
trick, a poor charade, to offer to us spirits in the council two options, only one of which represented a
wor kabl e option. Doesn't that seemsort of a poor way to run a railroad? 1sn't the Father bound by t he denands

of justice? And wouldn't justice demand that there be no stage tricks? |If one choice was a phoney, i.e.
unwor kabl e one, the Savior choice we nmade was real ly a bogus exercise of free agency, one that was predicated
on a fal sehood. (Recall that inthe D& it is stated that an un-resurrected spirit will not even extend his

hand to shake hands, because it is against the I aws of heaven to be deceitful, the deceit in this case being
the fact that a mortal wouldn't feel the spirit matter that he apparently coul d see. That would be decepti on
sez the D&.  So deceptions practiced by the Supreme one won't happen.)

| cannot accept that possibility because it deneans the Father and scoffs at justice. But | ampuzzled
how an earth coul d be created for such a plan. He wouldn't have the authority to create one (unless he sonehow
exerci ses control over sonme type of black intelligence and could cr eate a sort of anti-matter universe), nor
is it likely that the Father would do it for him Actually, we can't even guess whether Satan's plan woul d
require an earth for its inplenentation. Testing woul d not be involved for those spirits in their "next"
phase, so a world populated with the tests we face woul d be unnecessary. He could sinply place the people in
some linmbo. And it doesn't seemlikely that a physical body would be required for that |inbo, because the
nortal body's sole functionis to facilitate this three-dinmensional testing we experience. W still hold open

this possibility, as argued above.

53And I"mnot at all sure that the choice | nade was as clear-cut and easy to nake as SMD seens to inply
it was. We sort of are led to believe that all of us down here knew better than to go with Satan. W just
turned our backs easily on the bad guy and his troops. Not. | think | struggled mghtily with the choice and
sonmetimes can still feel deeply and dimy down in ny soul howhard it was to choose a plan that | suspected was
going to result in the imediate loss of many of my siblings, only to be followed later by the loss (from
Cel estial glory at least) of nore of another huge percent who stayed on -even possibly including me. | hurt
at the time making that choice and | still do. It was right. But it hurts badly and | sit here with tear-filled
eyes, relieving a shadow of the struggle.
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way and they obviously attracted many. {>%

TI METABLE FOR THE COUNCI L AND WAR:

Next, why was the Council finally held at the tinme it was in
the PE? The strawman says, "That's when the Lord wanted it." and
that is a true answer, but only in the nost general sense. So one
asks, "Well, why did He want it just then?" And now we start

getting at the interesting stuff. It is believed that there were
a set of conditions, derived fromthe priesthood, that had to be
satisfied in order for the Council to be convened. In this

respect, it was precisely like the Second Comi ng in one particul ar
- only the Lord knew when the tinme was right, and it had to do with
the conditions created by us spirit children wherein dark and
silver were bal anced in sone manner and the conflict had escal at ed
sufficiently. One of the major conditions that had to be satisfied
had to do with Satan.

The escal ating conflict of opposing forces had to evol ve and
mature, in order for the conflict to be brought to a head. So the
Council could only be held when there was a chanpion of the Dark
side with a strong enough follow ng. In Satan, we had such a
champi on. {**} He may have been the "final straw', that had to be
in place for the m xture of forces and conditions to crystalize and
precipitate into an open conflict that was represented by the
Counci | . {°% Per haps he personally had to sour sufficiently, or
per haps he had to accunul ate a sufficiently | arge arny to chal | enge
the other party, thereby setting up the crisis of governnent the
necessitated the Geat Council. But in light of the evidence
adduced above to show that Satan has existed always as the
counterpart to the Christ, the 'souring" option doesn't seem

54

One of the interesting thoughts that nmany of us westle with occasionally comes up when consi dering
Satan's role. He was only doing what had to be done, and the recognition that without him the PGS coul d not
have unfolded. And then: doesn't it seemsort of unfair to beat himup for

(1) doing what had to be done, and
(2) for actually allowing us the opportunity to work out our salvation?

But this is apparently one of the paradoxes that cannot be resolved with nortal logic. SMD doesn't comment on
this paradox, but it, like the Judas who served a conparable role and purpose, are not easily rationalized.

55As we faced the dilenma of which plan to choose, | believe that many of us would have been able to
accommodat e ourselves to the loss of agency in return for saving everyone. But the point at which Satan's
proposal really started to fall apart for us was when he denmanded to be given the glory for acconplishing this
thing. As noted above, that was not the first tinme you and | saw himto that. He had done simlar things for
mllions of years already, so his arrogance did not surprise us. |In fact, it was a najor factor for many of
us. So we threw over his plan and adopted Christ's. Perhaps as nuch out of a desire to reject himas to
endorse Christ. This isn't a sound reason for our choice, but it nay have been a notive for sone. No problem
The other two testing phases will sort it out for us all.

56 One nust ask a question, unanswerabl e, but interesting nonetheless, what woul d have been the outcone
if Satan had guaranteed salvation AND had given the glory to the Father?

Addi tional questions to consider include: What was the nature of the War? What were the weapons? How
long did it last? Wre we adults and children? Were angels involved, etc. W don't know the answer to these
questions, but we can be assured that it was a major event. To refer to it as a "War" is to shed sone |ight
on the seriousness of the situation.
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likely. We suspect that one of the nost inportant factors that
were invol ved i n the deci si on about when the Council and War shoul d
occur involved characteristics about us.

Let's look in the Christian Canon for possible suggestions
about 'when' the Council woul d have occurred. W are told that the
MIllenniumw || occur at the end of this earth. It will be a 1,000
year dom nation of the bureaucrats who will do the ordi nances and
paperwork that remain unconpl eted for those who m ght have chosen
to sign on wwth the Father, who didn't already have a chance for
that stuff to be done for them |In the present context, the point
inreferring to the MIlenniumis this:

Only the Father apparently knows 'when
it will occur.

Even the Christ is ignorant of the "tinme', though He is prepared to
go when ordered. Since 'tine' is a non-issue for the Father, it
seens evident that a point intinme is not what determ nes 'when' it
occurs. Instead, it seens obvious that the determ nant is a set of
conditions. A sinple-mnded suggestion, that is partially correct,
is this:

The proportion of righteousness and evil in the
met anor phosi s{°*} nust reach a critical blend, at t he
same tinme nost spirits have about conpleted

t hei r nmet anor phosi s.

We claim here that the sane principle applied to the Council and
War in Heaven. Conditions known only by the Father had to occur in
order for Hmto convene the Convocation where the two plans were
brought into focus after which we participated in the conflict.

FAI TH I N THE PREEXI STENCE

In | ooking at the issue of free agency in the PE, we need to
touch once nore on the role of faith. Take the Council again as
the nodel that illustrates the exercise of agency. We nust
understand that the situation during that War was probably |ike one
of our political canpaigns: there were fervently held, opposing
bel i ef s. The choice was difficult for us to make. It wasn't
si npl e. It wasn't clear cut. It was fuzzy and grey and the
process of reaching our own decision was protracted and pai nful.
Here is the point:

We believe that we ultimately had to exercise our
agency on the basis of faith.

57 ) ) ) .
"I n the nmetanorphosis” is the only way we can refer to all three testing phases. It seens |ikely that
the PEwill be enpty by the time the m Il enniumoccurs, though nortality will apparently still have i nhabitants,
with npost of us residing in the PMworld. Watever the nature of the conditions are, they will have to take

into account the conditions in all three testing phases.
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We weren't positive, we didn' t knom1"beyond a shadow of doubt", and
all the other current cant, {*®} that Christ's plan was the best.
We finally chose it and are living with the painful consequences.

We sonetines wonder if we might not change our minds if we
coul d repl ay t he deci sion process again down here on earth. Aren't
there tines, when we are nmaxi mal |y pai ned, when we m ght be tenpted
to reconsider the freedom of -choice business again? {°°} Thi s
theoretical nodel clains that we exercised faith during the
Counci | / War sequence, and that we exercised it during (nost of){°}
the rest of our PE. That is one of the essential characteristics
of a testing environnment, a consequence of the netaconditions
defined above. It is conforting to think that in that sense our
test in nortality is really a replay of what things were |ike
before.{®} W have apparently succeeded, at least in a genera
way, inthe first of the three rounds, so we are encouraged that we
can do it again. But this isn't an amateur match. The Lord pl ays
for keeps, so we best do our best.

MORTAL ASSI GNVENTS:

58Thi s pat phrase has to be one of the npbst hypocritical things we say today in the LDS church. Perhaps
it's said in other Christian faiths as well. To illustrate why it appears so hypocritical to us, return for
a nmoment to the New Testamant. Take the story of John the Baptist when he was In prison. He sent a nessage
to the Christ, asking "Are you the one or do we | ook for another?" This is the man who had baptized Hm who
had heard the voice, who had seen the sign of the dove and had personal ly described H mas the Lanb of God, who
perceived hinmself as the precursor for the Messiah. Wile he |anguished in prison near the end of his I|fe

he still was not positive of the truth, even after experiencing those stunning experiences. So howis it t hat
peopl e today, who have nei ther seen nor heard such nonunental things, can so glibly parrot this enpty phrase!
The Baptist didn't "know beyond a shadow of doubt", in spite of those evidences that he had personally coll ected

during his sojourn. He sent messengers to the Christ asking, "Are you the One, or do we | ook for another?"
Now you SMDs who are bucking badly at this point, please pull out your nuch revered, dog-eared copy of
JESUS THE CHRI ST, go to pages 253-4 and read how Tal mage explains that the Baptist's lack of faith was gently
but firmy reproved by Christ. |If there had been no doubt, there had been no reproof. The Baptist doubted,
in spite of the stupendous spiritual evidences that he had received.
So how can we nmere nortals today bandy such a sacred, profound statement about as if we were telling
the time of day? | presune that people who parrot this tired phrase will be forgiven their hypocrisy because
(a) it is construable as a formof testinony, and
(b) they really don't know the magnitude of their error.

Wthin the context of the gospel, ignorance is, in fact, an excuse. Fortunate, aren't we.

59I suspect that suicides and other chronically, over-whel m ngly depressed individuals wuld change
their votes if they were given the chance during their periods of crisis. Seriously, | do.

In a peculiar sense, it may be that suicide is in fact a re-vote of the original Council decision. See
Chapter 33. OBESITY, ALCOHOLI SM AND SUI Cl DE for information about how we interpret suicide within the context
of this theory.

0This qualifier "npst of" was inserted many drafts ago. Initially, we didn't perceive that faith was
operative in the PE, so when the concept first appeared, we were hesitant to acknow edge it. Today, however,
we don't need the qualifier for the PEE W leave it in to point out one of the essential new doctrines that
has gradual ly come into focus as we work through this assignnent.

There is at |east one scripture which was discovered |ater that DOES specifically state that faith

was operative inthe PEE In Alma 13:3 there is a statenent that some spirits were called and prepared fromthe
foundation of the world

.on account of their exceeding faith and good works" (enphasis added)

Faith in the PE, then, is even attested in the LDS canon. And isn't it true that faith can only be operative
when there is lack of know edge, uncertainty, etc.? Yes, please. It is true. So we do have a problem of
having to relate the MW belief that we lived with God during the PE, with the concept that we didn't have
know edge of how things 'really' were/are. W have tried in this chapter to offer alternative explanations,
but don't know what the truth is. W just know that there is this problem
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The last notion to westle with in this chapter is the
rel ati onship of prenortal performance to nortal assignnments, i.e.
nationality, health status, etc.. There are a few references in
SMD to the manner in which sone conditions of nortality may be
related to what we did or did not do in the PE. Even the NT has
some references fromChrist's life to this business, so apparently
there is some relationship.{%} \Wat we achieved there detern ned
in sonme way the status we were given down here. And this then
brings in the i ssue of foreordinati on and predestination - which
don't have the strength to westle with tonight. Good Ni ght!
(You wite your own chapter on those topics, please.)

CONCLUSI ON:

62
Buddhi st scriptures are nmuch better infornmed in this regard than Christian scriptures. For exanple,
Evans-Wentz (1960: 53) quotes fromthe Tibetan Vinaya Pitaka or Dulva:

"Now t he future Buddha was in the Tushita Heaven, and know ng that his tinme had cone,
he made the five prelimnary exam nations: first, of the proper famly (in which to be born)
second, of the country; third, of the tinme; fourth of the race; fifth, of the woman.

The family, the country, the time, the race and the nother are specific determinations made prior to returning
a spirit to the earth
SMD possess nothing as specific regarding these decision, but since the SMD process clainms to be
orderly, there parallel decisions nust be made. At least that is what one woul d sur ni se, given the basic SVMD
premi se that everything is ordered and orderly. In this case, then, the only real question in this nodel is,
who gets to make these decisions: the individual spirit about to be born or sone ordinance worker or a | eader?
A simlar parallel to the Buddhist scriptures is found in THE DEAD SEA SCRI PTURES. Gaster notes:

"By 'Sons of Zadok' is neant those elect of Israel who have been designated by name and that shall
go on functioning in the last days. Behold, their names have been specified, the fanlies |nt0
which they are to be born, the epochs in whi ch they are to function (have been speci fied).

(1976: 70)

Fam |y, nanme, tine. This is renmarkably conparable to the Buddhi st prenortal selection process isn't it.
Scott Robertson provided a fascinating article fromPresident David McKay which is al so pertinent here.
In 1947, in a letter addressed to University of Utah students, President MKay said:

"I'n the Blue Bird, Maeterlinck pictures unborn children summoned to earth life. As one group
approached the earth, the voices of the children earthward-tending, are heard in the distance to cry:

"The earth! | can see it! How beautiful it is!" Then followi ng these cries of ecstasy, there issued
fromout of the depth of the abyss, a sweet song of gentleness and expect ancy, in reference to which
the author says" 'It is the song of the nothers coming out to neet them'...Songs of expectant parents

come fromall parts of the earth, and each little spirit is attracted to the spiritual and nortal
parentage of which the spirit has prepared itself."

What a beautiful metaphor! It is interesting in terns of content, because it supports the concept of an
assi gnment of sone sort, assignment to specific wonen which entails tine, famly, country, etc. But nore
interesting to us is the concept that there is some sort of nessage or signal being produced by expectant
parents which guides the spirits to their proper assignnment. (Note once nore, as in the reference to the
earlier quote fromJ.R dark, how astonishingly liberal this prophet MKay was in his treatnent of gospel
topics. None of the soul -nunbing correlation of the current dynasty, which interestingly enough only devel oped
after he died, though he was the one who started the juggernaut. Hi s liberalness is refreshing today, and it
entails liberalness in sources ((he goes on to quote Wrdswrth)) as well as generous freedomto venture to
actual l'y think new thoughts about the gospel. Wonderful.

Sad that the faith has lost that resilience and freshness, which was so characteristic of Orson Pratt,
BH Roberts, etc. But this sort of conservativness is characteristic of a revol utionary organi zati on whi ch has
finally est abl i shed itself, earning sone sort legitimacy. At that point it drops its revolutionary nentality
like a hot potato and trades it in for a rigid conservatismthat denies the legitinacy of the revolutionary
met hods that earned it its then current position of power and position. Ironic, predictable, and sad.

I like the way Eric Hoffer says it:

"The conservatismof a religion -its orthodoxy- is the inert coagul umof a once highly reactive sap."
1951: 4

(Ha, ha! Did he choose the term"sap" as anything nore than a beni gn nmetaphor?)

Another intriguing question arises here: if pre-nortal performance is the precursor to nortal
assignment, isn't it possible that there may be a conparable sort of relationship between nortal performance
and our position in the post-nortal world (other than sinply spirit prison or paradise)? It isn't provided for
by SMD, but one cones to this question when trying to apply things uniformy and systematically. In fact, over
tine we becone convinced that this is the case. However, it is likely that in sone manner the assignment will
actual ly take into account both PE as well as nortal performance.
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Qur test in the pre-existence was as critical to our post-
resurrection success as is our present test here on earth where we
are funmbling along, naking m stakes, but trying our best. As we
bounce off a wall and hit the door franme trying to enter the next
room we nonet hel ess are doing sonmething incredibly heroic. Only
after we get to the other side{®} will we see the enormty of the
chal l enges we faced here, and in the PEE. Then we wi |l understand
that our personal challen%es were as difficult for us as was
Christ's challenge to Hm{™} And we do it alone when it counts.
That nmakes a successful life all the nore incredible and
neritorious because it is done alone, against incredible
chal I enges, with the seeds of godliness starting to grow. The cost
in pain is immense.

63V\e ought properly say, after we have conpl eted the [judgnent+resurrection] process we wll conprehend
these things. This is because we claim that post-nortality is also a testing phase, which neans we |ack
know edge there as well, and that Satan is present and we nust exercise faith. So we can't have the whol e story
in that phase either, only after the resurrection.

64019 may quibble with this statement, and | admt a degree of hyperbole. But only a degree. | do
bel i eve that our personal struggles MIST be of an extraordinary nature because only by such testing will we be
capabl e of nmanifesting in a persuasive manner our obedi ence. Testing procedures that fail to strain, stress
and stretch every cubic nanom cron of our souls will ultimately fail in their determ nation. The Lord's plan
has no provision for failure. Qbviously, Christ's test, in an absolute sense of sone sort, exceeds the extent
of our own. BUT: He was al so endowed with Godhoodness during nortality, which we aren't, which nmeans He had
abilities and capacities we don't. (In fact He really isn't even the same category of person as we are because
He has been creator, etc. on other worlds, so fits into the next higher tier of beings.)

But the fact that in an absolute sense His test may be greater than ours, does not negate this concept
that our tests are in fact conparable. The conparability derives fromthe fact that He and we nust be tested
tothe ultimate limt, whatever that is for each of us. Note that there is, in fact, going to be a wi de range
in the extent of the tests that even we nortals are subjected to, because there is such a w de range of talents
and gifts. After we have each been subjected to testing up to our limts under all relevant, essential
condi ti ons, and have concl usively denpnstrated that under any conditions we will conply with the | ans of heaven,

we will merit godhood.



