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li ke the determ nation of your grandson Lucio to
have a notorcycl e?"

"What exactly is the will? Is it deterninagion, ‘
"No," don Juan said softly and giggled. "That's

not wll. Lucio only indulges. WIIl is sonething
| else, sonething very clear and powerful which can |
direct our acts. WII is sonething a man uses, for

i nstances, to win a battle which he, by al

cal cul ations, should |ose." H
"Then will nust be what we call courage," | said.
"No. Courage is sonething else...WIIl, on the

ot her hand, has to do with astonishing feats that defy

common sense. " " I

_ A SEPARATE REALITY' H

(Cast aneda 1973:14?)

14. FREE AGENCY - Part 1!

1
The second Part is Chapter 48 FREE AGENCY: FACT OR FALLACY in Section VI POST-RESURRECTI ON STATE of

this work. It takes up issues related to free agency not addressed in this chapter which deals primarily with
pre-exi stence issues.
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| NTRODUCT1 ON:

We have al luded frequently to the matter of free agency above.
| ndeed, two of the four princi pl es which constitute the basic nodel
here i nvol ve agency W need to el aborate a bit nore onit. Wen
we use the term "free agency" in everyday discourse, we feel
fam liar and confortable with the term as if we understood what it
is. W use it easily, thinking we know what it is. However, we
claimhere that nortals really know what free agency is. After we
describe how it is manifested, e.g. through the process of naking
a selection froma set of choices, exercising volition, acting with
intention, etc., we have basically exhausted our knomAedge of what
agency is. It is, indeed, manifested in those ways, but they are
not definitions of agency, rather are nerely descriptions of the
consequences, or manner, or effects of its use.

That is equival ent to describing the synptons of a di sease and
claimng that such a description is a definition or statenent of

the etiology or wunderlying pathology. For exanple, one can
descri be the dernmatol ogi cal manifestations of | upus erythematosus,
eg. the lupus butterfly across the checks and forehead, etc., But

that is not a description of the underlying nature of the disease.
It is a highly conplex collagen-vascular disease apparently
i nvol vi ng auto-immune responses of the organism possible vira

insult, etc. Lists of synptons are only that. In the sane vein,
sayi ng that ‘choice making' as a definition of agency is
i ncorrect:

Choi ce making i s a mani festati on of agency, but it is not
a definition of the underlying characteristic or quality
of our spirits we termfree agency.

W will look further to see if we can conme up with a better
definition of free agency.

LI NCOLN AND AGENCY:

So: what is agency? We don't know, in truth in spite of our
confort in exercising it every waking nonent? But we have a
belief that we want to expl ain now, that is best explained by usi ng
an anal ogy. Go back to January 1, 1863 and find Abraham Li ncol n.
On that date, he i ssued the "Enmanci pati on Procl amati on", one of the

2
See 5. UNFIED THEORY OF THE PCS for a review of those propositions.

3Thi s issue of free agency usage is fascinating when considering dreanms. In Chapter 24. BRAI N ANATOW
AND PHYSI OLOGY we address this issue in nore detail, but will foreshadow that discussion briefly. Phrase the
i ssue as a question:
when we dream are we exercising 'free agency'?
If we are, there is one set of consequences, and if not, then obviously there is a different set. This is not
a trivial nmatter, if voluntarily thinking is the same as doing, as noted by the Christ in the NT
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pi votal docunents in the contenporaneous Slavery question. The

par agraph fromthat docunment that is rel evant here is:
"And, by virtue of the power and for the
pur pose aforesaid, | do order and decl are that
all persons held as slaves wthin said

desi gnated states and parts of states are, and
henceforward shall be, free: and that the
executive governnent of the United States,
including the mlitary and naval authorities
thereof, wll recognize and maintain the
freedom of said persons.”

This docunent obviously played a major role in the national
di scussi on about slavery, and the outconme of the Gvil War. But
its relevance to the present discussion involves the matter of
being "free".

In common parlance, it is stated that Lincoln "gave" the
slaves their freedom However, we doubt that anyone who has
t hought nmuch about this, really believes that, in aliteral sense,
Lincoln conferred free agency to them Granted, slaves were
externally limted in what they were allowed to do, but while that
was the case, their mnds and the agency residing therein were
nonet hel ess not limted. For obvious reasons, self-preservation
was a major concern of individuals in captivity, so prudence
prevented them from exercising that agency in a way that would
incur wath of the owners.

But at any tine, any slave could choose to di sobey whatever
strictures had been inposed on him They could think, in their
m nd, any thoughts they w shed to think. No one could prevent
that. True, cruel penalties nmay have been inposed on them after
they had exercised their agency in seeking their freedom or
ot herw se di sobeying the owner's orders. But the thought processes
of the individual were not actually limted. * In this sense
sl aves' nental freedomwas not fettered. So Lincoln did not "give"
slaves their freedom or agency, although he did grant the |ega
status of "freedom from sl avehood" to them thereby setting |egal
precedents that we are still dealing with today in the area of race
rel ations.

We cl ai mhere that in a conparabl e fashi on, the Father did not
actually bestow free agency on our spirits, any nore than Lincoln
"gave" slaves their agency when he took steps to renpve them from
t he | egal conditions of slavehood. It is believed here, as all uded
to above, that agency is an innate characteristic of spirits who
are formed fromintelligence. It is a sophisticated version of the
quality or trait of blind obedi ence, which we believe is inherent
in intelligence. W claimthat the birth-process and ordi nances
transforned the blind-obedience quality of intelligence, into the

Obviously, it was likely that various conditions that created trenendous fear caused individuals to
basically give up their freedom of thought, in which case they would appear to have no will. However, we
suggest that agency remained in their minds in spite of its disease or disuse.
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sophi sticated, god-like agency we hol d.”

Anot her exanpl e that illustrates our perception of free agency
is the process of bearing children during nortality. The bearing
of nortal children is analogous, in regards to free agency, to the
bearing of spirit children. Mrtal parents do not "give" agency to
their children, though they clearly do contribute some physica
qualities and characteristics. W believe that this is
essentially the same process for the Father. He did not grant us
agency, rather He -and his wife?- nodified the primtive version of
obedi ence that was inherent in the unprocessed intelligence,
transformng it into the remarkable thing we term free agency.
This concept contradicts the general inpression created by SMD
about the source of agency.

However, there is a narrow sense in which we could say the

Fat her "gave" us agency. If He is responsible for our being
created or formed as spirits, then in that sense He did "give" us
agency. W are assuming that the gestation/birth process for

spirits was one that pre-dated Hm and was a set of priesthood
ordinances with a long long history. He utilized those processes
to formour spirits fromintelligence.

But it is possible that He did actually have control over the
gestation process itself, that He could control how the process
transformed intelligence into spirits. If He was able to
mani pul ate the process, and was able to determ ne whether new
spirits would have full agency or not, then we do owe H m a thank
you. But if He didn't have that control, then we only thank H m
for making us into spirits, but don't need to acknow edge Hmin a
speci fic sense for giving us agency that was actually a byproduct
of the birth process, any nore than our nortal children need to
thank us for their free agency.®

Do we know what agency is now? No. In spite of these
exanples about it, we still have not defined it. It is not
possible for us to define it because it a characteristic of our
spirits thenselves. Since spirits are invisible to nortals, we
cannot exam ne them so we cannot determ ne what their attributes
and qualities are. W can nerely look at the manifestations of
agency and wonder. But, since we are focussing here in the PE
let's look at the evidence regarding the existence of free agency
there. Free agency was exercised throughout the PE, with the War
Deci sion sinply being the nost fanmous -only docunented exanpl e- of
t he exerci se of agency there.

AGENCY | N THE PE

The follow ng scripture is the Abraham scripture referred to

5
See the next chapter, 15. CONSCI QUSNESS, for nore specul ation about intelligence and agency. The basic
idea there is that there are degrees of agency granted to "things" and a hierarchy of spirits is proposed.

6
Do | sound ungrateful? |'mnot.
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often in this work:’

"Now the Lord had shown unto ne, Abraham the
intelligences that were organi zed before the world was;
and anong all these there were many of the noble and
great ones.

And God saw t hese souls that they were good, and he
stood in the mdst of them and he said: These | wll
make ny rulers; for he stood anong those that were
spirits, and he saw that they were good; and he said unto
me: Abraham thou art one of them thou wast chosen
before thou wast born."

(Abr aham 3: 22- 3)

These verses are comonly used in two ways in LDS discussions.
First, they are used in sone contexts to denonstrate that Abraham
had been selected during the PEto be a | eader. He was identified,
based on his qualities, as one worthy to be a |eader, and SMD
teaches that he was being called in this convocation to be the
Fat her of |srael because of his excellence. ® Second, this sane
passage is used to denonstrate that the process of foreordination
is a real one, that it occurred in the PE, that the Father
controlled the process, etc.

They can probably used i n anot her dozen ways, but the neani ng
we W sh to bring out here is based on the business of being "noble
and great ones,"” and "they were good”. This issue has al ready been
rai sed above, but let's re-focus on it by this question:

Just how did these spirits, and Abraham in particular,
manage to denonstrate qualities that the Lord would
term "noble, great and good"?°

There are various answers to the question, depending on one's
perspective and enphasis at the nonent. The one focussed on now
revol ves around the concept of 'free agency'. It seens apparent to
us, Wwthin the <context of the netatheoretical constraints,
specifically the OPPOSITION CONDI TION, that the spirits who were
described in that scripture as being "noble and great"” and "good"
must have proven in sone manner that they had stellar qualities.
They nust have lived in an environnent where the opposing forces
wer e inpinging on themconstantly.

This chapter will diverge fromcomon practice in this work by citing a nunber of Christian scriptures.
Suppose that's OK because we have cited quite a few Buddhi st ones.

8

| have been studying the M SHNAH, and the nore | read of it, the nore | find it difficult to believe
that the Jews were The Chosen People. They were down-right rotten in nmany case, a bunch of caviling |awers
in others. Wat would they have been like if they hadn't been given The Pronise?

90‘ course, there is a philosophical question regarding what actually constitutes "noble, great and
good." However, the general sense is clear, so we won't pursue further that question. W expect that the words
transl ated as "nobl e, great and good" have the same neaning in the PE as they do in nortality. Fair assunption?
Pl ease say yes.
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Under these conditions, they were able to exercise their
agency, i.e. make choices, by being confronted with options and
t hen sel ecting which ever ones they wished. |If the higher-val ued
options were consistently selected fromthose avail able, then the
i ndi vi dual woul d have earned greatness. Since Abraham and ot hers
managed to be ternmed "nobl e and great”, which neans they contrasted
with other spirits who nust not have been noble and great, the
inference we draw is that there was, in fact, a lot of testing
going on up there. But rather than just nmake this claim let's
| ook for a few bits of scriptural evidence that support it. O
course, the corollary to this discussion is that faith had to be
operable when free agency was being exercised.’

DRAGON AND OLD SERPENT:

Let's start with the vivid inmages of the war as described in
Revel ati ons:

"And there was war in Heaven; M chael and his
angel s fought against the dragon and the dragon fought
and his angel s,

And prevail ed not; neither was their place found any
nore in heaven.

And t he great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole
worl d; he was cast out into the earth, and his angels
were cast out with him™

(Revel ation 12:7-9)

Thi s nost fanpbus passage describes the tmo sides in the war. The
si des, chanpi oned respectively by Christ' and by Satan, represented
t he choi ces whi ch were presented to us in the Council. M chael and
his followers took Christ's side, opposing Satan the serpent. The
process of ch003|ng si des was an expressi on of agency, or evidence
of agency®? Deci sion-making is only

0 . . .
| suppose one could argue that true free agency can only be exerci sed when there is no know edge, in
which case it is redundant to point out faith was sinultaneously operable.

11
See the appendi x, THE ADAM GOD THEORY, for a discussion of Adam and his role in this battle and
relationship to Christ and us.

128t op here just a nmonent to | ook harder at this matter. "“Mchael and his angels fought." Ww. Wat
does that mean? Was M chael our Conmander in Chief in that battle? Sure sounds like it. This is a startling
doctrine to us. W have believed heretofore, that the Savior Hinmself, was our |eader in the battle, and that
Satan | ead the other side. But if Mchael was |eading us, and we were described as "his angel s", then Chri st
must have been sitting the thing out in some corner. That wouldn't seemunrealistic within the context of a
political context in the USA where candi dates do canpai gn, but where lieutenants actually marshall forces in
battle on the candi dates' behalf.

This business of being led in battle suggests other things. Wthin out experience and understandi ng,
we take it as an indication that we nmust have been organized in some fashion. Wre we in groups of tens, and
hundreds and thousands, etc. |ike the Jews -and |later LDS- were organized at sonme points in time? And how or
with what, were we ar med?

V\e here are personal | y perpl exed about whether there was actually a bellicose contest, or whether the
reference to a "war" is a figurative one to capture the idea that there were two opposi ng phil osophical sides
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possi bl e for individuals who have a fully devel oped and oper ati onal
version of agency™ who are also confronted with alternative
choi ces. ™

The nunber of spirits who exercised free agency and sel ected
the wong choice is described here:

“...and also a third part of the hosts of heaven turned
he away from me because of their agency.®
( D&C 29: 36)

Note the usage of the inportant word "agency" here. Agency is
specifically noted as the factor that allowed or enabled this third
to make their m stake. It is obvious that agency was the neans
whereby two thirds made the other choi ce.

Anot her scripture that explicitly refers to "good works"” in
the PE foll ows:

"And this is the manner after which they were ordained -

tothe matter. |If the forner is the case, then Mchael was the Commander-in-Charge, but if the latter is true,
then he was nore |ike a debate coach, urging and exhorting us. Whatever the case, M chael occupied a suprene
position in our ranks in the PE, even before coming to earth. So, we note within the context of this particular
chapter, that M chael had al so denonstrated super-stellar nobl eness, perhaps even exceedi ng Abraham How el se

coul d he supersede Abraham by leading 15 billion of us in the war? Abrahamonly got to "father" the |ineage
of Christ and the house of Israel, a nuch snaller nunber than 15 billion. Not that really makes rmuch difference
| suppose.

We have to ask, however, whether the term 'Mchael' actually referred to Father Adam The evidence
that it did is the creation story where Mchael assisted Christ in putting this world together. But it also
seenms entirely possible that the termmay be the nane of a position, |ike captain, of |eadership, which may have
been occupied by different people. In the Pof GP, the Lord notes that the name ' Adami was the name given to
the first man on a new worl d, as was Eve the nanme of the first woman. So perhaps this 'Mchael' was the titular
name given to the |eader of the struggle in those PE wars fought over the Satan/ Savi or choice.

If Mchael led the battle, however it was fought, we here begin to suspect that he was the head of the
PE church which nust have existed to help us blinded spirits after our departure from the presence of the
Father. (See above for the discussion of this separation.) He would have been the high high priest, or some
such thing, which would be why he woul d be the one to lead us in battle.

13V\hich is why nentally/intellectually inpaired nortals are not responsible for their actions. Lucky
people. They have it made. At least for TH' S phase. But in keeping with the EQUAL OPPORTUNI TY CONDI TI ON, |
suspect that their testing will nonethel ess be as conplete as yours and mi ne when t he nmet anor phosis i s conpl ete.
The difference will be that nobst of their active testing will have been conpressed into testing phases 1 and
3, instead of being spread across the 3.

The interesting question, then, is: why were they selected for inpairnent during nortality? O was it
accidental ? (Christ addresses this briefly in the NI, but H's answer is only part of the picture.) And if it
is possible to be inpaired in nortality, by analogy we ask whether there will be inpaired spirits in post-
nmortality? And were there inpaired spirits in the PE? W doubt the latter just because we were so fresh, but
we certainly don't know. |f we operated in the dark there, which we had to in order to be tested, perhaps sone
spirits were inpaired in some fashion as a result of the birth process or the veiling, etc..

14
Things |ike rocks do not possess a fully devel oped version of agency that can detect different options
and then select one of them They don't have free agency, even though they are obedient, in a linited sense,
to the priesthood.

15PI ease note the two-way indetermnacy of this passage. On the one hand, it can be gl ossed as a
reference to the Christ/Satan choice only, and this is generally the interpretation given it in SMD, based on
its context. And this is doubtless the interpretation that the rest of Christianity would give it.

However, the passage allows a much broader neaning if one will |ooks beyond the traditional
interpretation. The key words are the phrase "...because of their agency." This process of "turning away" by
exercl sing "agency" coul d be one that had been going on as long as spirits existed, rather than only during the
war. Spirits could have been exercising their agency in many other contexts, the War choice nmerely being the
nost spectacul ar of the choices that we nmade there. W all could have created nassive dossiers on ourselves
t hrough exerci se of our agency. This, obviously, is the position taken here. W also claimthat this 'dossier’
was actually nothing nore than the nature of our spirit matter, which nature was determ ned by our exercise of
agency and/or the action of priesthood forces on us.
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being called and prepared from the foundation® of the
worl d according to the foreknow edge of God, on account
of their exceeding faith and good works;..."

(enphasi s added. Al m 13:3)

We mai ntain that "Good works" al ways entail the exercise of agency,
t he process of sel ecting the higher-val ued options fromopen sets.
If that is true, then free agency had to have been operative during
the PEE. We were being tested there, just as we are here on earth.
Free Agency is actually the foundation for the entire plan of
sal vati on. Free agency figures in tw of the Four Principles
(Chapter 5), otherwi se the Plan woul d be powerless to affect us in
any manner. For that reason, we claimthat free agency is active
during all three phases of our netanorphosis?®.

FOURTH ARTI CLE OF FAI TH:

Another LDS itemwe would like to drag in as a curiosity is
the fourth Article of Faith, which used to be part of the LDS
Cat echi smthat all children had to menorize®. It is obV|oust jUSt
fine the way it stands in the Pearl of Great Price®, but we've
often thought that if we were to re-wite it, we woul d cast it in
this form

"We believe the first principles of the Gospel
are: first, free agency, second, faith, third,
obedi ence and fourth, repentance.”

16This particular word is a bit of a problemfor us here. 1In one sense, it can be interpreted to refer
toa "long time ago", which is the sense adopted here. But it is also possible tointerpret it torefer to the
absol ute begi nning of our PE, a time period before any of us woul d have been able to denpbnstrate the degree of
vw'lhngness we woul d use in follow ng the commandnents given to us there. It is believed here, then, that the
word "foundation" was the one closest in nmeaning to the original word which would have addi tional connotations
relevant to this matter which were truncated by the choice of this word. But this problemis nore a problem
of translation, a deficiency of the English vocabul ary, because there is probably no other word that would
capture all of the nuances of the original.

Note the not-insignificant reference to "faith". As noted above, it is essential to worthwhile
exerci se of agency. Choices selected in an arena where the chooser KNOAS the inplications of all options and
consequences of all options, are not particularly interesting ones. But ones made when we are blindfol ded,
uncertain and afraid, are tremendously interesting. And worthy of enornous rewards.

If you do not believe that testing is done in the PE -though even the one War Decision required
exerci se of agency- nor in post-nortality, then you will disagree with this claim But you will have to explain
away the preceding scriptures that refer to faith and agency.

19I-lavi ng gone through that process in the early 1950's, and having benefitted so nmuch from having
menorized all thirteen articles of faith, | have a difficult tinme understanding why SLC decided that it was no
longer going to require that of kids. Sounds like the m ckey nouse SESAME STREET nentality of "Don't strain
their (feeble) brains, for heaven's sakes!" foisted on us as progressive education by feebl e nmi nded educators.
GowM. Now, we just require themto bandy about the cant that, "I know beyond a shadow of a doubt." Real

progress, that.

20
For those of you unfamliar withit, hereit is: "W believe that the first principles and ordi nances
of the gospel are, first, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, second, repentance, third, baptismfor the rem ssion
of sin, and fourth, the laying on of hands for the gift of the holy ghost."
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Free agency is fundanental to the POS and our performance in it.
It is the precursor to exercise of faith, to obedience and to
repent ance. This rendering of the Fourth Article of Faith
illustrates how we perceive the maj or sal vati on behavi ors stacking
up: all resting on top of free agency.

FREE AGENCY AND PAI N:

As noted in discussions above, there is a paradoxical
dimension to this thing called free agency. |n gospel discussions,
we get warm fuzzy feelings about free agency, thinking what a
wonderful thing it is, and how fortunate we are to have it. Those
are true statements, and it is wonderful to have it. But it is a
most difficult thing to handle. ? Here's another story that
denonstrates this:

One of ny daughters asked nme if she was allowed to do a
certain thing that there were well-established rules for in the
home. G ven the age of the person, | said, "You can do what you
want." The response was, "Dad, just tell ne what to do!"™ W
tal ked that way for several mnutes and | did not nake the deci sion
for her. She was greatly troubl ed because no order was given, that
she had to nake the decision. It would have been nuch easier for
her if | had just told her what to do, but it was not the nost
heal thful way to handle the matter.* Her pain arose from having
to choose between two options where she really wanted to do t he one
that was not "legal". She ultinmately did choose the higher val ued
option, but the curious thing is that she had to renake this
particul ar decision several tinmes after that tine. It would have
been | ess painful to have just allowed the first decision to stand
for the next decision. But that is idealistic theory, not
pragmatic reality.

Anot her exanple of the difficulty and frustration that cones
with handling free agency conmes from secular life in the US.
Em grants who were rai sed to adul t hood under the repressive rul e of
totalitarian or comuni stic governnents respond variously to the

1 . . . . . .
A tangential issue to raise sonewhere here involves hypnosis. SMD does not address this matter
officially, but within MW there is occasionally a sense that sonething is wong with doing or being hypnoti zed.

O ficial declarations are absent but the young can pick up the sense of suspended judgnent. |If thereis, in
fact, a denigration of hypnosis, it nmay revolve around the matter of agency. In the process of being
hypnoti zed, the individual relinquishes his/her control of hinfherself. S/ he gives up agency. Si nce the

purpose of our nortality is to exercise agency, this situation would be in conflict with that assignment.

I have not heard whether individuals have been "suggested" to performacts or do things that conflict
with fundanmental values, so | don't know what the outcome would be of such suggestions. Qovi ousl y,
practitioners of hypnosis are not going to publish the results of such experinents.

Anot her obvi ous question about hypnosis: just how does it work and what does it do to an individual's
agency? The evidence is that they give up agency, to some degree, in some manner.

The | ast note: was there sonething |ike hypnosis inthe PEand will there be hypnosis in the post-nortal
wor | d? One suspects that the possibility of doing hypnosis may be the byproduct of the anatony and physi ol ogy
of this particular type of nortal body which serves as the input/output device for the spirit in this particular
set of dinensions.

22 . e L .
As a parent, it was difficult to refuse to nmake the decision, even though it was better for the

person, because | could see the pain it caused.
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freedons found in the USA And sonme of them experience great
difficulty in dealing with it. In contrast to the usual picture
presented by READER S DI GEST articles, sone of these people blow a
fuse when faced with the riot of choices present in our political
system and econom ¢ system choices which were not present under
centrally controlled societies and econom es.

For exanple, a typical Anerican super nmarket has many
t housands of goods to choose from in contrast to a nuch snaller
nunber of goods in the markets they are used to at honme. As an
exanple of this conplexity that Americans deal with, w thout even
thinking about it, take the neat departnment of any good-sized
super mar ket . There are not just one or two kinds of neat, but
pork, sheep, veal, beef, corresponding types of organ neats, fish
of many kinds, squid and shrinp, chicken, turkey, duck, processed
nmeats |i ke bologna, etc. Then for sonme of these neats, there are
various cuts fromwhich to make a choice. If you want ham what
ki nd, what brand, picnic, canned, large or small, sliced or not,
etc.? Steak? What kind, how many, what size, etc.

Then when a person who i s not used to having to make many food
choices is faced with this same shocking variety of choices in
every departnent in the store, it can becone painful and
unpl easant. It's that way everyday in the market. It never
changes. So sone of those people do not like the broad choices
because they are forced into making choices that they didn't have
to deal with® That's how freedomis. Mre inportantly, that's
how free agency works. It is not easy to live with. The emgres
may even capitulate and return to the notherl and where they are not
overwhel med by this untidy riot of alternatives?®.

FREE AGENCY AND TALENTS:

When one hears free agency di scussed i n gospel settings, there
is typically an enphasis on the use of this agency to denonstrate

or assure the liturgical purity of individuals. It is usually
di scussed as if the primary purpose of agency was to allow us to
"obey" conmmandnents. Doubt | ess, agency does allow us that

opportunity, which is highly valued in this nodel. But there is
anot her equally inportant application of agency in this nodel
Wiile this second application is tacitly recognized within
SMD, it is nonetheless relegated to second place by practitioners
of the faith. This application is sinply the process of enl arging

our talents. The Parable of the Talents is the prinme exanple
because it illustrates this application in contradistinctiontothe
usual Christian enphasis on the liturgical, i.e. obedient, use of

23 . . . . . . .
One wonders how nuch this problemfigures into the nostalgia of pro-conmunists in post-Perestroika

Russia for the old regime. Wiether or not it is acknow edged, it seens likely that this exposed condition is
unconfortabl e for anyone accustonmed to letting the State make nost of the decisions.

Thi s comparison to conmuni sm seens apt because it, like Satan, delimts individuals' free agency.
It also insists on blind faith in the party, just as a liturgical formof religion does.
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agency. In this parable, different servants use their talents (a
clever, though largely unintentional, pun in English) in various
ways. They are rewarded according to their deeds by the Lord. The
point of the parable is that nortals are required to enlarge upon
their talents. Success and failure wll earn blessings or
puni shments respectively.

Note two thing about this parable. First, its enphasis is on
the talents and nultiplication thereof. There is no specific
acknow edgnment of the fact that it is only through the exercise of
agency that individuals will be able to so expand these attri butes.
But agency is obviously part of the picture. Second, note that
this parable does not refer to obedience, to theological
requirenments of any type. The individual's own talents are the
subj ect of the parable. So agency is used for the benefit and

devel opment of the individual, independent of any religious
requirenents. This is the second di nension to the usage of agency:
we use agency in all aspects of our life, not just for

eccl esi astical reasons. Wen we enlarge our talents, we are doing
that through the application of agency.

Now note how these two usages of agency, as they would
probably be described in SMD, in fact reduce to a unitary principle
in this nodel:

The exercise of our agency to obey gospel laws affects our
spirit matter, just as the pursuit of interests in physics,
art, law or nedicine, etc. also affects our spirit matter.

Utimately, then, the use of agency in the pursuit of anything,

alters our spirit matter. That is the sole purpose of our
experinmental sequence, the netanorphosis condition. This is why
the judgenent wll only address our wlful responses to our

envi ronnent .

AGENCY AND 3- DI MENSI ONAL CHO CES:
This, then, brings us to another famliar and | ovely insight:
This three di mensi onal world was created in such a way that we
nortals are confronted with a stunning range of choices every
waki ng noment of our life.®

Sone of those choices are internal ones, invisible to other people.
O her choices are presented to us by our environnent. W walk into

a forest and make choi ces about what we will ook at and what we
will listen to and what we will do. W sit in a classroom and we
make choi ces about what we will respond to. W go to a bookstore

to buy a book, and we are faced with a riot of choices that we

25 . . . . .
Actually, this is an attribute of the testing environnents in the PE and PMworlds. It nust be the
case. The Non-Equilibrium Condition requires this condition as part of the test.
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qui ckly scroll through to get to the ones we choose to sel ect.
The Lord set this reality up in such a way that we are faced

with an over-whelmng range of options. It is a nerciful
characteristic of our nervous systenf® that we cannot, usually,
acconmodate nore than a fewstinuli in our nental work area. Wre

we to have to consciously recogni ze and process all of the m nutiae
that is being continuously fed into our brains by our nervous
system we would blow a fuse in short order. But He did set things
up so that we woul d have a pl eni tude of options to occupy oursel ves
wth during the 30 to 100 or so years we spend down here ?’. The
exerci se of our agency to select stinuli to respond to, affects our
spirit matter as greatly as does its exercise in obedience to | aws
of the gospel.

CONCLUSI ON:

It is no accident that all significant events in history
revolve around the exercise of free agency by individuals or
groups, regardl ess of whether the issues involved are religious or
secular. It is nost significant that when judgnent, the big one,
occurs, the only aspects of your life on earth -or in any testing
phase- that will be eval uated are the ones where you personal ly and
i ndi vidual |y exercised agency. Al of those choices, and only
t hose choices, will be the substance that is evaluated at that
poi nt . It will not matter what was done to you. It will not
matter how ol d you were, once you were of accountable age. It wll
not matter whether the choices were overt or covert. They will al
be eval uated. Wether you specifically chose to not do right, or
whet her you just neglected to do good, all results wll be
eval uat ed. *°

26And this characteristic is also not accidental. It was built into our central nervous system
precisely to prevent us frombeing incapacitated with the nonent-by-nonent del uge of data deposited deep into
our skulls. If you doubt that, just renenber that EVERY ONE OF YOUR NERVES (of which there are nore than one
or two) is CONSTANTLY collecting data and transmtting it to your brain. Every nerve. Every split second.
That's a |l ot of data. W are fortunately capable of tuning out the data tracks about the tightness of our belt,
or the itch around our ankle fromthe tight socks, or the irritating humof a CRT, or the distracting shadow
cast by our head on our newspaper, etc. BUT: all of that data IS being transmitted to the brain and stored
there. So the Lord did us a wonderful favor when he bestowed on us this marvelous ability to selectively filter
out from our consciousness 99% of the data streamflow ng to our brains.

27019 can't hel p wondering whether one's life spanis relevant in any way to the final judgnent. That
woul d probably have sonme relationship to our national assignments since |ife expectancies vary so renarkably
by nation. Sonehowit seens |ike having to put up with this m serable existence for a hundred years versus only
20 seens nore |audable. Yet, one of the vineyard parables has the owner paying everyone the sanme wage
regardl ess of whether they started in the norning or just before quitting time. That inplies that the length
of goodness is irrelevant. Just get yourself inside the vineyard before quitting tine and you get full pay.

So | suppose it doesn't matter. But sone days, | think |'d trade ny prospect of another 30 years for maybe a
shorter one of 10 or 15 years. (Notice | didn't say 5 years. That's a bit too short!) Unless it sonehow gets
better as | age! Unfortunately, the latter is entirely up to me, isn't it.

8 . . . .

But how about accidentally doing good? Is an accidental good work worthy or reward? It seens |ike
it should be on one hand, but if it wasn't done through the exercise of agency, it doesn't seemthat the reward
shoul d be as great as if it were intentionally done.



