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. . " 1l
"...we are in possession of all the ordinances that
can be administered in the flesh; but there are other
ordi nances and adm ni strations that nust be

adm ni stered beyond this world..." |

- Bri gham Young. August 24, 1872 sgrnnn.
(Journal of Discourses vol. 15:13{)

"She nodded. She stretched, sitting back fromthe
spinning wheel. 'What is a woman's power, then?
she asked.

"I don't think we know. '

"When has a woman power because she's a woman?
Wth her children, | suppose. For a while...'

"I'n her house, maybe.' |

- TEHUANA
(LEGUI N 1990: 220)
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| NTRODUCTI ON: {'}

W need to | ook at ordinances in general way before getting
into the birth ordinances of the pre-existence that nove our
spirits into eight pound nortal bodies. Wen Brigham Young gave
the address that is quoted above, he enunerated a few of those
"ordi nances and admi ni strations":

1) "keys of the resurrection”,
2) "the authority to organi ze native el enents"”,
3) "authority to produce both spirit and body"
4) "the keys to form and fashi on kingdons
and to organize matter".

These are ordinances that individuals wll Partake of , or
participate in, or perform in the next world{“} if they have
properly conpl|ed with the Laws of the Gospel during nortality{?.
Brighamclearly intended to state that they could NOT be perforned
by nortal beings, acritical point for the discussion that foll ows.
In regards to the nature of ordinances, it is assuned here
that they are characterized by at least the eight elenents
di splayed in the tabl e on the next page. It is recognized that the
degree of specificity in sonme of these itens, particularly in
regards to nunbers two and three, is variable between various
ordi nances for reasons not understood at present. It is also
admtted that this list of eight may not enconpass all of the
features common to all ordinances, but it suffices for the present
to define the conception of or di nances espoused in this theory{%.

1Don t be misled by the title. Referring to "nortal birth" in this section, which is dedicated to the
pre-existence, appears mstaken, until you recall that the production of a nortal infant after nine nonths
gestation is sinply the backsi de of the mrror. This birth process is entirely under priesthood control from
ordi nance workers in the PE. There are no nortal -nmale (nore on this later)- priesthood hol ders who intervene
in any manner in the birth of a nortal child. The term"nortal" in this title is used, rather than "pre-
existent" to differentiate between this birth and the one that formed spirits fromintelligence on the other
end of the PE.

2Actual ly, in the post-resurrection world. LDS: please note again how easily we confuse the two worlds
of post-nortality and post-resurrection existence. Even the way ol' Brighamstated it above is vague enough
to not clarify the neaning. "Beyond this world" can refer to both post-nortality as well as post-resurrection,
and he did nothing to really clarify which he referred to. Here, we obviously interpret his reference as the
post-resurrection exi stence because post-nortal spirits have not been judged, etc.

3Clavi ously, you know what we will say now. The requisite obedience will have to be denpbnstrated across
all three testing phases, NOT JUST during nortality. Right? W think this nust be so, at least in the present
nodel , because there are unique tests for each of the three instars, and only by denonstrating obedience in
every phase will we have earned the right to receive those authorities.

Note, once nore, the absence of gender reference, which taken together with the three versions of the
creation stories in the LDS canon, |eave us wondering whether there are femal e creators or possibly wondering
whet her there is even gender in the PE

4Especi ally if one takes into account the religions rituals of other faiths and religions, the |list may
be amended or expanded.

Note the significant absence of Sacrifice ordinances fromthe list. |If there is anythi ng that seens
to be the central thread of Christianity inits purest form it seens to us to be sacrifice of one's self for
others. Yet we have omtted it fromthe list. The reason for this omssion is sinple:

Pure Christianity has no formal ordinance of sacrifice like the OT religion does.
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L}
t he use of the appropriate priesthood; [
a specific objective or purpose;
a form(ula) for the ritual
a location or environnent;
props in the formof clothing, building, foods, |
oils, etc.;
at | east one ordi nance worker{°};
ordi nance wor ker nust hol d appropriate keys of [
t he priesthood,
ordi nance wor ker nust be authorized by
ecclesiastical authority to perform
or di nance; { %}
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Tabl e. ELEMENTS OF ORDI NANCES I

Bri gham s enphasi s above was on item?7, which rel ates to which

ordi nances can be perfornmed in which phase. Sone will be |limted
to the next world(s?). He highlighted the difference between the
ordi nances of this world and the next, i.e. post-resurrection

state, by stating:

"But these keys we cannot receive in the flesh. Herein,
bret hren, you can perceive that we have not finished and
cannot finish our work, while we live here, no nore than
Jesus did while he was in the flesh.”

(Enmphasi s added. 1872:137)

There are restrictions which limt the conditions under which

True, within Christianity one takes vows to consecrate all one possesses to the Kingdom
but that is buried in a larger framework and does not stand as a separate ordi nance.

In this view of Christianity, one's life would constitute the 'ordinance', in which case the list of
eight seens irrelevant. Peculiar thought. The npbst inportant thing we can do has no -obvious or visible-
priesthood sanction and enpowernent. Do you agree? Don't. Because that is not true. The truth is that we
live our very lives through the power of the priesthood so in a highly abstract sense, our |ives are expressions
of priesthood so are 'ordinances' in that sense. This ordinance is the sacrifice of one's heart.

Per haps there i s beauty and ' profoundeur’' to the fact that we cannot capture in words or structure this
ordi nance of (attenpting) to consecrate and dedicate one's self to good. It is an unspeakable, undescribable
thing that can't, and perhaps doesn't need to, be put into trivial, nortal words. The concept nust be grasped
internally and enotionally by the individual. The specific ordinances of Christianity are nundane, infrequent
expressions of the priesthood, while the self sacrifice is unending. The nmundane ordi nances are essential, and
are apparently inportant for each individual. But their greatest neaning will only be manifested for those who
succeed in carrying out the greatest ordinance of all, the sacrifice of self.

5I\/brtal ordi nances generally entail witnesses of some sort, the nanes of which are even recorded for
sone ordinances. Are there such in the PE? And are their names recorded?

Just how are we nanmed there? A Father's Blessing as in nortality? One would be tenpted to suggest that
tenple names are related to those names but the daily assignnent of a name to all individuals subverts that
possibility.

6The ordi nances that a father performs on behalf of his own famly nenbers within the confines of his
home at tinmes he (and his spouse) deemthemto be appropriate, are the only ones that don't require specific
aut hori zation froman ecclesiastical leader. A father inthe wilds with his fam |y cannot even adm nister the
sacrament to his famly on sunday UNLESS he has been authorized to so, even though he is otherw se
eccl esiastically pure.



17. MORTAL Bl RTH ORDI NANCES 309

ordi nances can be perfornmed, for exanple the phase. This probably
relates to the state or nature of the spirit itself, which can only
be granted keys after it has denonstrated sufficient obedi ence, and
properly matured, to be all owed such authority.

This, however, is not a novel concept within SMX } That is
precisely why we do vicarious works in our tenpl es {®%. Those
spirits who have departed their nortal body can no |onger
participate in the specific set of ordi nances that are designed to
be performed during nortality. Whet her that is because the
di senbodi ed spirits lack certain capacities that are characteristic
of the conbination of the [spirit+nortal body], or because a spirit
in the next phase does not hold particular keys that are only
granted during nortality, the fact is that they cannot do themin
t hat phase. There is a specific set of ordi nances that are/ may be
uni que to nortality, and, based on Br|%han1s st at enent, anot her set
that is practiced in the next wor | ds{~}

RE- MORTAL ORDI NANCES:

Based on this premse, that there are ordinances that are
clustered into two sets, which are then sequenced in relationship
to each other so that one set is applied during nortality and the
ot her, during postnortality, we postulate a corollary:

There is a set of ordinances that are defined for, and
restricted to, the prenortal phase of our spirit
life{®}.

To our know edge, that are no explicit references in the LDS
canon to ordinances of the pre-existence. There are, however,

7The rest of Christianity is sparseinthis regard. The only solid Christian Biblical reference to such
work is Paul's reference to being baptized for the dead.

However, the Egyptians were great believers in the efficacy of nortal ordinances for those deceased who
were then living in the next worlds. 1ndeed, that was one of the prinary purpose of the highly conplex series
of acts, ordinances, propitiations, amulets, etc. that were practiced in their tenples.

This is another of the rare, nearly original contributions of SMDto Christian theology. Astonishing
that nortals can do ordi nances that can be efficacious for deceased parties.

This brief discussion is what underlies all discussion in this work of ordinances in the other phases
of the metanorphosis.

10Cne suspects, then, that there is a set of ordinances set up for postnortality. This nay seem
unlikely at first glance, but there is actually strong evidence to support it. If spirits in "Paradise" are
teachi ng t he gospel to those in spirit prison, it is because the latter are free agents and may choose to accept
it. And, as anply testified in the New Test anEnt the manner in which one takes upon hinfherself the nane of
Christ is through baptismand confirmation. So post nortal spirits nust be enpowered and enabl ed, through the
agency of appropriately enmpowered ordi nance workers, to becone menbers.

The peculiar thing, of course, is that while these ordinances are mandatory, they will apparently only
be available through the instrunentality of nortal bodies and nortal water. W believe, however, that there

must still be a separate ordinance that will somehow connect that repentant spirit with their or di nances.
course, one of the technical problenms here involves the question of whether that specific
i ndividual's ordinances have already been performed or not. If they haven't been done, and a spirit is

converted, then there nust be a mechanismto keep track of who is doi ng what during rrortality so that when this
i ndi vidual's ordi nances are done, s/he can be apprised of the same, and initiated by them
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scriptural passages that we construe to refer to such. Once the
concept of pre-existent ordinances is accepted, it is a sinple
matter to identify passages that probably refer to pre-earth
ordi nances. W wll offer four exanples.

First, Adam and Eve nust have been given authority in
preparation for life in the Garden. Cenesis and the Pearl of G eat
Price do not refer to an ordi nance as the vehicl e whereby they were
enpowered to create children, but the priesthood nust be operative
in creative processes. The only way they woul d have received the
keys{™} -assuming that since nortals do not have them neither do
pre-earth spirits- would be through a priesthood ordi nance.

Second, anot her obvious reference to pre-existent ordi nances
is the fanbus Mbses passages where God said to Abraham

"...these | wll make ny rulers...”
"...thou art one of them thou wast chosen before
t hou wast forned."

We obvi ously do not know the setting for this convocation{"} where
chosen spirits were called up and in some manner set apart to be

rul ers. However, the setting apart nust have been acconpli shed
t hrough a priesthood ordi nance{*}.
Third, another ordinance is the PE judgement{™}. Inplicit in

t he process of calling and assigning of |eaders, is the fact that
the Lord didn't sinply grab the nearest person and say, "Here, you
be such and such.” He eval uated and assessed i ndi viduals, and t hen
sel ected ones who had proven thenselves worthy of such bl essings
and (hopeful ly) capable of fulfilling the assignnments. This nmeans,
then, that the Lord was actually judging us all in some manner{"°}
as He made the first cut{'}.

lI n SMD there is a crucial distinction between being "ordai ned" to one of the priesthoods, and being
"set apart" to a particular office in that priesthood. In the first case, the actual priesthood power is
sonmehow best owed on the individual, but that apparently does not grant specific powers, which are terned "keys".
So the person nust also be set apart to one of the particular levels, each of which has pre-determ ned keys,
authorities and responsibilities. Sointhis case, A& E could have had the priesthood conferred on thembefore
nortality, but not have had the keys of nortal creation granted to them So when they canme down, these specific
keys woul d have to be bestowed on them

12 . . . - L . . .
It is also possible that convocations for assigning nmissions actually occurred at various points in
"time" inthe PEE And it is possible that our sem-annual conferences in April and October are sinply copies
of regular conferences that were held up there.

13 ) S Lo ) .
Parenthetically, it is noted that this is one of at least two pre-nortal ordinances which we can
deduce that are used to foreordain spirits for certain roles or assignnents during nortality, the other being
part of the birth ordi nance described bel ow under "Assignment of M ssion".

14
See chapter 18. PRE-EXI STENT JUDGMVENT for a discussion of this natter.

15 . . . . .
| certainly don't suggest that it was a judgment conparable to that which will occur before the Bar
of Justice (om nous sounding place!) and the resurrection, but it does mean that evaluation of sone sort
occurred in order for the Lord to determ ne which spirits merited such callings.

16 . . . . .
It is admitted that the judgnment process may not necessarily be a formal ordinance. But we don't
bel i eve ot herw se here.
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A fourth pre-nortal ordinance is the setting apart of the
creators of this earth. W conclude fromthe Brigham Young quotes
above, that Christ and Hs assistants had to be enpowered to
mani pul ate the matter fromwhich this earth was created, and such
enpower ment would only be acconplished through a priesthood
or di nance.

This particular ordinance, however, presents a problemfor
this nodel, if we take Brighanis testinony at face value. Recal
that he said that the authority and keys for organizing native
el ements and organizing matter are only granted during post-
mortality.{'} If this be the case, then one nust ask, how was it
possi ble for Christ and conmpany, who had not even lived on earth,
to be granted such keys. {'®}

Not e, again, that Brother Brigham did enphasize above that
Christ could not perform the ordi nances of the next world during
nortality, suggesting a strict ordering of the ordinances of the
vari ous phases, a restriction that is assumed to al so hold between
t he ordi nances of the first and second phases, i.e. between PE and
mortality{'}. And since the creation of this world sounds |ike the
sort of ordinance that is reserved for Celestialized individuals,
we are unable to explain why Christ and Adam were enpowered to do
it.

In harnony with the canon, there are few allusions in the
exegetical LDS literature to pre-earth ordinances. But an
i nportant one from Orson Hyde is quoted in the closing section of
this chapter. W believe that there is in fact a nmuch | arger set
of ordinances that apply to our spirit than are reveal ed by the LDS

canon. W focus in this chapter specifically on that set of
ordinances -or at |east candidates for ordinances- that are
associated wth the novenent -spiritually, tenporally and
"physically"- of spirits from pre-existence into nortal bodies.
The various ordinances wll be discussed as separate itens to

It is interesting that he avoids making the distinction between the post-nortal and the post-
resurrection world. As noted above, here it is believed that he is referring to the latter.

8It is obvious that since Christ had created other worlds before coming to do this one, that He had
al ready been given the priesthood, so it is easy to see that He had at | east possessed the necessary authority
at an earlier point. But the problem arises when we consider the manner in which Adam participated in the
creation (assunming that Adamis in fact a unique son of this world s conplenent of sons). He had not been
involved in creations on other worlds, so he woul dn't have had the same type of right to those keys that Chri st
had.

But remenber the discussion in 9. DARTH VADER DI LEMVA about Adam He is called the "ancient of days"
in the scriptures, which sounds |ike being "fromthe beginning" or "elder" like Christ. So one finds it easy
to conclude that Adamwas actually a nore remarkabl e person than the rest of us spirit children, though we don't
know what the differences were. They would definitely not be as great as the differences between Christ and
oursel ves, but there nust be significant differences that allowed himto hold the keys of the creation, etc.
One asks,then, just how it was that Adam was sel ected, of the 15, 000,000,000 spirits to assist the Christ in
this creation process. He was obviously an extraordinary person.

Note further that Adamis apparently going to be involved in the judgnment of all nortals. This position
as a senior judge is obviously inherent in his being the first person, but we could be easily persuaded that
this responsibility derived fromthe sane qualities that earned himthe right to help Christ create this world.
Adamis a very peculiar quantity in the POCS.

19The peculiar thing, then vis-a-vis Christ and Brigham s assertion is that the Christ HAD ALREADY
created this world before He even lived on it. W inmgine that Brighamunderstood this but that he overl ooked
it for the sake of sinplicity. Sort of like the 6-day Creation story which is also patently false, but
nonet hel ess the received version in the Christian canon. Deceit and mis-representation are not intended by
either, rather sinplification. Sinply getting to the kernel of the matter.
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sinmplify their explanation, but it is noted that they are doubtl| ess
adm ni stered concurrently. But one can scarcely guess which ones
are paired together and in what order they are appli ed.

Bl RTH ORDI NANCE PROTOCOL:

The process whereby spirits who are awaiting the opportunity
to come to earth actually do cone down and enter into nortal bodies
is not an arbitrary, unregulated one. There nust be a specific
sequence of activities that occurs to prepare each spirit for the
birth process and to prepare it for the particular conditions of
the wunique probationary denmands of the second phase of its
nmet anor phosi s.

One can nake reasonable estimates about various aspects of
that process, but it is inpossible to estinate whether there are
any tenporal or sequencing relationshi ps between the sub-el enents,

dictated by sone external constraints. Whet her the various
el enent s/ subordi nances are conjunctively (that 1is, nust occur
si mul t aneously) or di% unctively (that 1is, nmust not occur

si mul t aneousl y) ordered{}, or perhaps not ordered at all, cannot
be estinmated at present. But it seens entirely likely that there
are sone ordering relationships between these elenents and the
growt h and devel opnent of the nortal envelope into which a spirit
is placed.

ORDI NANCE WORKERS:

For these rituals to be applied to individuals, several things
must obviously be in place, referring to the table above of the
el ements of ordinances. This nodel of the birth process obviously
entails things beyond the rituals thenselves. For exanple, there
must be individuals, "ordinance workers" to performthem These
ordi nance workers nust be called, and they nust be set apart to
perform the ordinances{*}. It may be that both nmale and female
spirits are called to serve in this capacity{*}.

These individuals, in addition to being given the requisite
authority to performthe ordi nances, would also be trained in the
exact ritual to follow Thi s obviously assunes that prenortals

20
See chapter 51 NESTED OR CRI SS-CROSSED DEPENDENCI ES for a discussion of types of ordering
rel ati onshi ps which may, or may not, pertain to the PCS and the netanorphosis.

21 . ) . . . .
Note that we are assuming a uniformity of operation of the priesthood between phases. Is that a fair

assunption? It seens to be in harnony with the general SMD concepti on of a honbgeneous priesthood. So if the
assunption is true, then the manner in which ordinances are performed down here will be representative of how
ordi nances are done before and after "here".

22 S . ) S . .
Al though it is possible that the differentiation of the sexes, at |least as we understand it during
nortality, mght not be present in prenortal spirits. In this case, there would only be a neuter gender, which
may or may not possess incipient gender identity traits. For a discussion of this perplexing matter, see chapter

21. MALE AND FEMALE CREATED HE THEM
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serve as the ordi nance workers, an assunption that harnoni zes with
how t hi ngs are done down here. Mrtals are set apart and trained
to officiate in the nortal tenple ordinances, which ordinances
specifically prepare the spirits involved for things of the post-
mortal phase{®}.

Anot her alternative for ordinance workers would be to use
postnortals in sone manner, but that seens unlikely. After death,
the spirit separates fromthe nortal body and is then relegated to
one of two spatial {**} locations, namely spirit prison or paradise.
Thi s assignment of post-nortals to these | ocations would preclude
themfromadmn nistering to pre-nortals because post-nortal spirits
are confine to those specific |locations. Another problemwth the
suggestion that post-nortals perforned the ordinances is this: how
were the ordinances done for Adam and Eve, the first humans on
earth? (Qobviously, the Lord could have perforned them but that
sort of deus ex nachina doesn't fit with this systematic nodel

OBJECTI VES:

The objectives of the birth ordinances are generally
describable in terns of what we intended to experience during
nortality, as well as in terns of the nature and trials of post-
nortal life -at least as we conceive of it. The trials of
nortality are designed to elicit inportant facts about spirits,
provi di ng them opportunities beyond those available in the PE, to
denonstrate their capacity, and/or wllingness, toconformwth the
Laws of Heaven

The ordi nances prepare spirits for this testing phase, and
provi de each spirit any extra preparation it needs, beyond its own
capacities, to reasonably be expected to have an opportunity to
succeed in nortality. Based on a wi de range of evidences gl eaned
fromthe POS, we propose that there are at |east nine different
facets of the birth ordinances {*}. These nine facets wll be
present ed now.

1. ENMTY SH ELD

During the expul sion fromthe Garden of Eden, Satan threatened

However, note once nore, how the tenple ordinances refer to post-nortality, without discrimnating
bet ween the posts-resurrection state and the phase that i nmediately follows nortal death.

4Assum‘ ng that the distinction is not one of separate di mensions. W acknow edge that the distinction
could al so be one of the state of being or state-of-nmind of spirits. One group would those who underwent a
broader set of post-nortal-death ordi nances than the other group did, based nost |ikely on the performance of
each group. In this case, they could perhaps co-exist in the same "space" but still be in different states of
grace which could be termed "prison" or "paradise".

25V\e hasten to note that there are doubtless many subtle dimensions of the birth preparation protocol
that we cannot even guess at fromthe veil ed perspective we are limted to. W also adnmit that we have perhaps
over-sinplified things by sub-dividing the protocol when there may wel |l be a single ordinance that acconplishes
nost of it. However, the pattern of nortal ordinances |ends credence to the proposal that there are a set of
di stinct ordinances, in contrast to a single, elegant ordinance.
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to occupy the bodies of the nortals who were allowed to i nhabit the
earth., This was his only renaining opportunity to possess a nort al
body{?*}, and he apparently was going to avail hinself of it.
However, the Lord denied Satan and his followers that option -in
nost cases at |least, there being cases of possession by evil
spirits- and specifically said that He woul d place enmty between
himand his foll owers and Adamis seed. Precisely what this Enmty
Shield consists of it not clear. But it doubtless entails the
operation of the priesthood. This shield may not be pl aced over a
spirit until it is to enter a nortal body. Wether it is placed
over the spirit or the nortal body -a subtle but real distinction-
is not clear, nor is it clear when the placing takes place. I t
could be that it is placed over the zygote at the point of
fertilization, or during the first trinmester of pregnancy, although
in both cases, the fetus mght already be enclosed within and
protected by the maternal shield, in which case the new shield
could be reserved for placenent until the time of birth when the
infant would first be exposed to Satan's influences.

It is clear that the birth of a child is a powerful enotional
experience for parents and others who are present at the delivery.
This is partially attributable to the wonder of birth when a new
i ndi vi dual nakes an appearance down here. However, one m ght
specul ate that part of the strength of that experience could derive
from the fact that the power of the priesthood is strongly
mani f ested during birth because of the ordi nances bei ng perforned.
The spirits of those present could then be responding
synpat hetically to the force, both because it is powerful, as well
as because each individual had previously undergone the sane
experience and intuitively recognizes and relives their own
transition into nortality through that gateway.

2.  ATTRI BUTE ATTENUATI ON

During the preparation for placenment of the spirit into the
new nortal body, the spirit's "consciousness" nust be altered{?}.
Thi s consciousness is an anmalgam of the abilities and capacities
inherent in the spirit{®}. W believe that the level of

26 . . .
Though, if, as already suggested, Satan has |ived out his role on other worlds, we can't really say
this was his "only" opportunity, because he will continue to play that role.

27
See chapter 15. CONSCI QUSNESS - COG TO, ERGO SUM for a discussion of this nystical business of
consci ousness. W don't understand it.

28 . . . . L - A
Tantri c Buddhi smshares a conparabl e view of the effect of this veiling of spirit capacities on nortal
experi ences:

"This is Perfect Experience. It is an experience of All-presentation or No-veiling. Mn's centralized
or individualized life is conmmonly a life of greater or less veiling or ignorance of the Gven. By
trying to renove the veil, or by trying to own and accept what has been di sowned and ignored, he can
nore or | ess closely approximate to Perfect Experience whichis the Limt (in the sense of consunmation
or perfection) of progressively higher and higher fornms of experience; but which renains unattainable
so long as his life, and therefore, his standpoint, remains centralized (i.e. referring to a Center
such as the Ego) and individualized."
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consci ousness or awareness of pre-existent spirits, is markedly
different from nortal consciousness, which is why it nust be
nodified to prevent themfrom being able to exercise all of those
senses or capabilities. Oherwise, nortals would not be able to
live by faith because they would be able to sense and know t hi ngs
that woul d gi ve actual know edge. Faith is one of the fundanental
reqU|renents for the test defined for this particular world at
| east { *°}.

This alteration in the innate abilities of the spirit nust be
acconpl i shed through the operation of the priesthood. W assune
t hat these changes are effectlve for the duration of nortality and
that they are reversed{ % during the nortal death ordinances so
that the spirit once nore would regain possession of those
attributes that were masked during nortality by this
"anest hesi a" {*'}.

3. ATTRI BUTE AMPLI FI CATI ON:

I n addi ti on to ATTRI BUTE ATTENUATI ON, there i s per haps anot her
type of nodification nade to those spirit attributes which remain
intact, in an operational state, during nortality. This process
may appear to contradict the effects of the anesthesia just
descri bed, where sone abilities{%*} are neutralized in order to keep
them from interfering with the experinmental conditions of
nortality. The veiled abilities m ght obviate the need for faith,

(Wbodr of f e 1954: 39)

This quote actually contains several concepts relevant to the ones propounded here. The attenpts to own and
accept what has been di sowned concept is one. And life experience can lead to higher and higher forms of

experience, as noted el sewhere in this work.

29We note, once nore, that we have suggested el sewhere that the veiling of nortal spirits may actually
be the result of a veiling done when spirits were noved fromthe presence of the Father during the pre-existence
for the purpose of putting theminto a blinded state where they could exercise faith. It is nore elegant to
postulate a single veiling then and then attribute nortal veiling to that single ordinance, than it is to
postulate two or nore veilings. The generalization of a single veiling is lovely and blends well wth the
concept of a netanorphosis of three phases during which we are tested. The veiling would have been perfornmed
at the beginning of the netanorphosis, and would remain in force until the resurrection/judgnent reversed it.

The obvious problemw th the concept of veiled PE spirits is this: if they were veiled and we are
veiled, what is the difference in our abilities to perceive and intuit in the tw different phases? W have
just clainmed that veiling is necessary to prohibit us fromnaking choices fromthe basis of a fund of know edge
the PE spirits have. But do they?

Whet her or not they have nore know edge, we will nonethel ess maintain that the tests of the two phases
are different. But the difference may not be one of degree-of-know edge, rather one of enphasis or nature.

30 .
Anot her unfounded assunption. Reversal may not be done, rather there may be sone sort of process
applied to spirits, one that is conparable in type and degree to that which is applied to spirits as they | eave
the PE and enter nortality.

31It is outside the scope of this paper, but it seems evident that there is a set of ordinances,
probably distinct fromthose rehearsed in the tenple endownent on earth, probably preceding them that spirits
experience during the process of dying. The descriptions of near-death experiences, as described by Kubl er- Ross
and Mbody, offer conpelling evidence for sone of the actual characteristics of those or di nances. I ndeed, the
tenpl e endownent seens, on second thought, to be suited nore for entry into a post-judgnent/resurrection wor | d,
than for preparing spirits to enter a post-nortal one.

32
I ndeed MANY attri butes!
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hence undo the test and neutralize the exercise of free agency.
However, this anplification process need not be contradictory to
t he attenuati on one.

This process -if it is real- is one that increases the
sensitivity of the remaining functional attributes of the spirit.
The purpose of the process would be to put the spirit into a
maxi mal | y susceptible state or node, thereby allowing it to sense
subtl e nuances or presences of priesthood influences{®} than it
woul d otherwi se not be able to detect. This would enable the
spirit to perform nore successfully during its experience. This
assunes, of course, that the nortal keeps itself in a reasonably
good condition by trying to obey the rules. If this sort of
enhancenment of spirit sensitivity does occur, then it will be done
t hrough the priesthood{*®*}.

4. BLESSI NG OF COMFORT:

The next conponent of the birth ordinance is a famliar oneto
practicing LDS. During nortality, Father's blessings are
adm nistered by nortal fathers to their children for various
pur poses, including enpowering, protecting and enabling them
These bl essings prepare themfor trials and challenges that wll
confront them In a simlar manner, it is likely that the Lord
Hi nsel f provides a simlar blessing for each spirit as it enbarks
on the next phase of the hazardous metanorphosis journey {%*}.

If thisisto, it isunlikely, in our estimation, that He wll
personal |y adm ni ster these blessings of strength and protection
because of the Parsinmony Principle. He is ultra-conservative in
the expenditure of energy and resources, so wll use the nost
econoni cal net hod. In the present case, this econom cal nethod
woul d be to include it in the set of birth ordi nances at precisely
the point when the requisite support and encouragenent could be
offered. In this way, all spirits would receive such a Father's
bl essing at the tine it was needed for the next phase{®}.

5. ASSI GNVENT OF M SSI ON:

33Ooul dit also be possible that this anplification would increase sensitivity to malignant influences
as well? Seens possible, as a sort of protective mechanismfor our blinded spirits. Such anplification would
al so disallow us from conplaining at the Judgenent that we didn't sense such-and-such, so how can we be
responsi bl e?

34
We admit that this anplification may be a notational variant of 7. LIGHT OF CHRIST listed below in
this chapter.

35
We note, however, the possibility that this -or "a"- Father's blessing was provided at the point of
spirit birth. If thisis so, then this particular blessing of confort woul d be a rei nforcenent of that earlier
one, which may take into account the individuals progress in the PE

36
The question is, does He do these blessings H nself, or does He delegate the responsibility to
ordi nance workers?
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The maj or function of this facet of the birth ordinance is to
bestow on each spirit a mssion or assignnment that is to be
acconpl i shed, or at the least attenpted, during nortality{®}. It
is axiomatic in SVMD that life on earth has a general purpose for
all people, and this purpose is generally described as "worki ng out
one's salvation". However, given the fact that LDS theol ogy
postul ates the existence of a Patriarchal Blessing that is unique
to, and described as being helpful to, each individual on earth,
one nust al so conclude that there is also a specific purpose for
each i ndi vi dual

It is assuned here that this specific assignnment is bestowed,
or granted, to each spirit during the birth ordi nances. However,
it is readily admtted that this particular ordi nance could al so
have been acconplished at an "earlier” part of the pre-existence,
such as the setting referred to in the Mbses 3:23 passage. In one
respect at least, it even seens nore likely that this bl essing was
conferred around the time of spirit birth because at that point the
Fat her -perhaps personally at that tinme- could |ook across the
entire netanorphosis of each spirit and pronounce a bl essing and
assign a mssion to be acconplished across all three active
phases{*}.

Thi s concept, of giving each spirit a specific mssion through
pri esthood ordinances, offers a pleasing explanation for the
bestowal of patriarchal blessing during nortality. A properly
cal |l ed and enpowered patriarch places his hands on a person's head
and pronounces the words of that particul ar individual's blessing.
During that process, the patriarch nust actually be reaching
"backwards" across tinme, or whatever the dinmension is that
separates nortality fromthat point when the original blessing was
bestowed or conferred. The process would be the sane, regardl ess
of whether it was conferred at the point of spirit birth into the
pre-exi stence, or during the birth-into-nortality process. Once
the patriarch is able to detect whatever the signals are that have
a particular blessing encoded, he will then re-state in his own
| anguage, whatever |anguage he speaks, as much of it as he is
capabl e of detecting, and perhaps allowed, to reveal at that point
in the individual's life. This blessing, then, is essentially a
nessage of confort and advice and support fromthe Lord hinself.
This perception of what a patriarchal blessing is and how a
patriarch nmust perform illum nates his extraordi nary function, the

This distinction is a critical one that we unfortunately cannot evaluate. |s there an expectation
by the Father that all, or sone part, of the assignment be fulfilled during nortality? W hope there is some
provision for its being conpleted at other points in the three phases in case we fail here.

38 ) -
G ven the fact that the Father could see all things at once, He could see the outconme of each spirit.
Then He could either give a Patriarchal blessing to reinforce good outcomes, or a Patriarchal blessing in an
attenpt to negate or mnimze a poor one.
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most unusual function of any priesthood calling. {*%}

6. KEYS OF MORTAL CREATI ON:

G ven the prenises posited here, it is further assuned that
the process of "creation" of nortal bodies by nortal parents can
only occur under the direction of, and through the agency of, the
pri esthood. This assunption is based on the quote from Bri gham
Young above where he notes that creation and organization are
pri est hood- nedi at ed processes. If this is true, that nortals
require priesthood keys to create nortal babies, thenit is likely
that these keys are granted during the process of the birth
or di nance. That would enpower all nortals with the keys of
creation that they will need during nortality if they procreate.
It seenms unlikely to us that there would be no reason to grant
t hese keys at any point prior to entry |nto a nortal body.

If there are in fact priesthood keys{*} required for creating
nortal bodies, an alternative nethod for granting them(alternative
to doing it during the birth ordinances) would be to assune that
they are conferred at the specific p0|nt in each individual's life
when children were to be created {*}. That, however, 1is an
unsati sfactory possibility for at |east two reasons. First, it
woul d require an "act of God" during nortality, sonmething that is
unexpected within SVMD as far as birthing goes. Note that it would
requi re soneone in heaven to keep score so that He woul d knew when
to give the priesthood, etc. Second, it is unlikely that such
i mportant keys woul d be granted to i ndi vidual s choosing to exercise
them unri ghteously during nortality, as in the case of children
born outside of wedlock{*}. It is nore elegant to postulate this

9It may be sinply a reflection of nmy own bias, but sonehow the power to | ook 'backward' inpresses ne
nore than the looking forward variety. For one thing, the looking forward doesn't have the sane sort of
absolute "truth' involved as the backward | ook does, things having al ready happened and been recorded. For
anot her, the concept is sinply not one that is even discussed in SMD. The prophet, seer and revel ator is not
descri bed as one who has the power to | ook backward to see what has already happened. Hence, the perception
that a patriarch does in fact reach backward to conpleted acts is renarkable.

However, we note the peculiar fact that when a patriarch is reaching for the blessing code, he is
reachi ng both backwards and forward.

ONote that | am naking an assunption here that priesthood governs the process of birth and Iife down
here. Is that correct? In SMD it is, per Brother Brigham And if individuals are going to sonehow be
responsi ble for creating, then it seens essential that they have the appropriate 'keys' for that action. It
is admtted, however, that it is possible that rather than having individual bestowal of the keys, there may
wel | be a sort of priesthood 'field inposed on this world that covers anything pertinent. GCbviously, if that
were the case, then the concept of bestowal of keys during nortality on individuals is incorrect.

41The i ssue here: given the different physiol ogical responsibilities of nales and femal es, are different
pri esthood keys needed by each? The real difference obviously is that fenale bodies carry and provision the
fetus for nine nonths and then deliver it. That nakes her role, physically at |east, profoundly different from
that of the male. However, the conjoining of the ganetes is equivalent, so ithat is the priesthood-enpowered
process, then the keys of both genders would be equival ent.

42The fact that illegitimte births occur m ght be construed as evi dence agai nst the need for priesthood

in the creation of nortal bodies. It seens unlikely that the priesthood can be used "unrighteously".
However, it is also possible that our perspective on this matter is too narrow. Recall the way the
definition of what are acceptabl e marital rel ationships -many versus one spouse (but only many wormen, not men)-
has changed over time. So perhaps the definition of what the conditions are that apply to or delimt the
application of the creation keys is significantly different. Perhaps the creation of any nortal body is a
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ordi nance as part of the birth preparation ordinances. Note that
this nust apply to BOTH nen and WOMEN, which supports our belief
t hat wormen al ready hol d sone keys of the priesthood{*}.

7. LIGHT OF CHRI ST:

Anot her tenet of SMD which rmay have a correlate in the birth
ordinance is the Light of Christ. In contrast to the conpanionship
of the other spiritual conpanion, the Holy Ghost, which is granted
during nortality specifically through two con10|ned or di nances and
only to individuals who have explicitly professed worthiness {*},
this Light is described as being granted uniformy to all nortals.
Its function is to enable nortals to be sensitive to sonetines
subtl e nuances of good. I t sounds like the thing terned
' consci ence' in common parl ance{*

To make conferral of this nght as efficient and tinely as
possible, it could be granted during the birth ordinances. At the
poi nt the earth-bound spirit was in the holding pen receiving his
last rites of the PE, and his earth-preparing ordinances, this
thing could be conferred on him It is inpossible to guess whether
this would be acconplished in a separate ordinance with no other
pur pose, analogous to the conferral of the Holy Ghost, or whether
it is sinply bestowed during the course of another ordi nance.

There is an alternate explanation for the presence of the
Light of Christ in all nortals. It could be assuned that the nane
"Light of Christ" is sinply a synbol or name used by the Lord to

bl essed act in and of itself?

3To assert that wonmen have priesthood is to conmit heresy | suppose. But in the early days of the
church in SLC, wonen bl essed sick children, and one account even suggests that there was a particul ar woman who
was nore effective than nost nen. W do believe that wonen hold certain priesthood keys though there is no
canoni cal support for such a belief. But note, also, that there is barely any canonical (not to be confused
with exegetical, which is less authoritative) support for the existence of a fem nine gender in any of the
heavens. The bit of evidence in the canon cones fromthe last two sections of the D & C, which were only
canoni zed in the 1970's. Even our "Heavenly Mther" could be terned a nyth by outsiders because there is no
evi dence of Her existence.

44 ) .
Note that it is only the professing that is essential. One does not need to have sonehow denonstrat ed
or proven it to the confessing authority. One sinply needs to assure the authority that s/he is prepared to
go forward and then it happens. This inposes great responsibility on the individual.

45 . ) . . . . .
I'n comics the conscience is always portrayed as a tiny white angel with wings. That's understandable,

but s/he is always opposed by a tiny black devil. And that is interesting.
El sewhere we di scuss the business of nortals being "tenpted" in some manner, and we believe that nost
of the tinme we are not tenpted at all. No. W are sinply indulging in bad things and exercise free will in

the process. (That is why it is so bad to be bad.) But we nust ask here: is there somehow sonething like a
"Bl ack Light of Satan", sort of the converse of the Light Christ? It would be a tidy explanation for how it
is that we do choose to exercise our agency in the pursuit of bad.

But the idea of there being such an evil influence which is conferred on us doesn't really fit with the
rest of the POS which inplies that we are protected fromevil up to the age of eight, and so on. Further, it
woul d be peculiar to have such a Black Light formally conferred on us. However, we will keep this thought in
the back of our mnds because we do know that there is, indeed, opposition in all things, and there is a 1%
chance that there is sone sort of evil influence let |oose on us in sone manner, which evil influence would be

tantanmount to a Black Light in the sense described here.
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refer to an attribute that is inherent in spirits thensel ves{*},
one that would be essentially an innate sensitivity with the
characteristics ascribed to this Light of Christ. This innate
ability woul d be conparable, then, to "Free Agency" which is al so
believed, in this nodel, to be a synbol or nane used to refer to an
attribute that is inherent in spirit matter itself and in a nore
primtive formin raw intelligence.

We actually prefer this latter explanation which would renove it,
then, fromthe realmof the birth ordinances. {*}

8. | MPLANTATI ON:

This is the actual procedure for conjoining the spirit with
the nortal transducer which thereby enables the spirit to interact
meani ngfully with its environnent. {*} The actual process of
placing the spirit matter into a body (if this is where it resides)
nmust al so be an orderly process that has specific steps that nust
be followed and which nust be governed or enpowered by the
priesthood. {**} W believe that the nost critical element of the
actual inplantation of the spirit is the inconprehensible process
of "physically" attaching the spirit brain to the nortal one {°%.

It may be that inplantation is the last step of the birth
ordi nances that are applied to the spirit as it prepares for the

actual noment of nortal birth{>}. However, consideration of
precisely the point during gestation when this step occurs raises
many interesting questions. It was pointed out above that the

fetus could be enclosed in and protected by the enmty shield of

6 ) )
We don't know, obviously, why He woul d use cover nanes, rather than explain the whole story. However,
it is typical of the PCS that nortals are not provided nore than a bare bones structure of any doctrine.

47See 13. FREE AGENCY - Part | for nore information. The relevant point here is that free agency was
NOT a gift of the Father to us, any nore than freedomwas given to the slaves by Lincoln. Such free agency and
freedomare inherent in spirits thenselves. Wat we have when referring to the bestowal or conferral of free
agency or freedomis a figure of speech that does not correspond to the reality.

48The term"transducer” is used to denote the fact that the nortal body is primarily a vehicle or tool
into which the spirit is inserted, to allow the spirit to both receive stinmuli fromthis particular set of
di mensions, as well as to exercise its free-will by being able, through the nmedium of the body, to actually
carry out chosen actions in this nortal medium

49For additional information on the |ocation of the spirit during nortality, see 24. BRAI N ANATOW AND
PHYSI OLOGY. It is not at all clear than the spirit is even PRESENT in its entirety during nortality. It seens
possible that the spirit is sinply attached across a dinensional boundary to a nortal brain only. The two
brains would be brought to each side of the 'nenbrane’ and conjoined, wthout there being a need for the
remai nder of the spirit to even '"enter' into our world.

OV\e note that the departure of spirits fromthe PEinto nortality is a highly hazardous enterprise as
far as the well-being of the spirit goes. Simlarly, the delivery process which noves an eight pound body
through the pelvis into nortality is, for nost nortals, the nobst hazardous journey of their life. It is
remar kabl e how few conplications there are, but the risk is phenonenal, and slight deviations fromnormal can
be catastrophic to child and/or mom It is fitting that there be this parallel between the novenent of spirit
and body. Death and dying are conjoi ned processes, |like the two sides of a coin.

51_ . ) . . .
This novenent is a process of entering a "tunnel"” over there and coming out over here, |ike sone of
Moody' s clients described the tunnel traversed upon LEAVING nortality.
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t he not her, which nmeans that inplantation of the spirit into the
devel opi ng body had already occurred. It is possible, however
that these birth ordi nances do NOT occur at a single point in tine
during gestation. They could actually be Perforned increnental ly
on the spirit at whatever the appropri atef 2} devel oprrent al st ages
are. It is also possible that inplantation may not be the fina
step, even though it would seemlogically to be the |l ast, at |east
froma nortal perspective.

Most specul ati on about when these ordi nances are done, and
what conbi nations and orders they are performed in reverts to a
nmaj or question with far-reaching inplications in our society: when

does %Plrl enter a developing body, thereby naking it

hunan"9{ It may well be that this is not actually the right
guestion to ask. The argunents for and against the various
possi bl e points at which humanness begins will not be reiterated

here, but note that nmany of them pertain to this question.

9. GUARDI AN ANCEL ASSI GNVENT:

The last itemwe will nention as a possible elenent of the
birth ordinance is guardian angels.{*} For those individuals who
accept this doctrine, nmeaning that they believe that there is sone
sort of spirit person who watches out for each nortal, it would be
satisfying to assune that those assignnents would be made during
this preparatory process. This assunes that such assignnments are
made specifically by an agency that sonehow nat ches a pre-existent
spirit with a new nortal for the duration of the latter's
nortality. The actual words used to prepare the new nortal for

52 .
Who can even guess at what "appropriate" neans?

3Note the assunption inplicit inthis question: it is assuned that it is the presence of a spirit that
makes an individual into a 'human', or nekes it 'live', etc. W really don't know when a fetus turns into a
"person' or whether a fetus is a person fromthe instant of conception. (The Catholic faith officially clains
that the point of conception is the inception of humanness.) The possibility that it occurs at conception
raises an interesting question: what is it about the conjunction of a pair of ganetes that triggers the
implantation of a spirit? |If hunanness begins at conception this is what one is claimng happens. But that
is a peculiar concept. And if life begins at conception, then there are mllions of spirits who are denied
bodi es annual |y because of the miscarriages, etc.

O course, if a conplete nortal body isn't really necessary at the resurrection -as argued later- then
perhaps in some manner, just having been conjoined, even to a defective one nay satisfy whatever the
requi rements exist for a nortal phase. The problemwith this notion is that the testing of this phase would
not be possible if we didn't |live long enough to experience it.

4
There is a beautiful story with conparable neaning found in O d Icelandic Wthology. In Sturluson's
rendering of the story:

"There is a beautiful hall near the spring under the ash tree, and fromit come three mai dens
whose nanes are Urd, Verdandi, and Skuld [Ed. Past, Present and Future}. These mai dens shape the lives
of men, and we call them Norns. There are, however, nore Norns, those that come to every child that
is born in order to shape its life, and these are beneflcent others belong to a famly of the elves
and a third group bel ongs to t he famly of the dwarfs.

Then Gangleri said: 'If the Norns decide the fates of nmen, they appoint very unequal destinies
for them for sone have a good and abundant life, but others have little wealth or fane. Sone have a
long life and others a short one.'

Hi gh One said: 'The good Norns who cone from good stock shape good lives, but those who need
m sfortune owe it to the Evil Norns.'"

(Young 1954: 44)

One can't hel p wonderi ng whence these subtle, intuitively-true concepts have arisen in many regions.
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this relationship are obviously difficult to guess at, but it is
clear that the other spirit who would serve as the guardi an woul d
al so undergo sone sort of ordinance -if there are indeed such
rel ati onshi ps.

An alternative hypothesis for such an arrangenent would be to
conceive of the process as having an entirely different quality.
It mght be that during the pre-existence individuals actually
entered into sone sort of contract or covenant with each other to
sonmehow share this rel ationship during nortality, sonething akinto
marri age relationships, though not precisely the sane.{>>} This
contracting would require the operation of the priesthood, but
woul d al | ow the individuals thenselves to make the choi ces of who
wor ked wi th whom

The fly in the ointnent for guardian spirits arises from our
post-nortal condition. As far as we know, post-nortality is not in
the same pl ace as the PE, so one asks whether a post-nortal spirit
would be free to return to nortality to perform the tasks of a
guardian. It would be that paradi se-living post-nortals coul d have
that freedom etc. But there are nore questions than answers
agai n.

ENDOWVENT: { %}

After collecting conjectures like these regarding the birth
process, one is inpressed with another possible parallel wth
nortal ordinances that was not nentioned by Brigham Young or any
part of the canon. G ven the broad scope of these ordinances, it
i s possible that they actually constitute a pre-nortal 'endowrent',
to use the jargon of SMD, just as the nortal tenple ordinances are

terned an 'endowrent’. There is an obvious extension of this
concept into the post-nortal world. W suggest that there is a set
of ordinances that are applied in that world, as well. W wll

al so suggest that the ordinances that Brigham Young referred to
above are ones which may be applied to spirits after they have been
t hrough the judgnment and resurrection. {°'}

There is a lovely symmetry to this conception of ordi nances
being applied in all phases. In contrast, the concept of there
being only a nortal endownent is a barren one. W will neke a

5 . . .
I do not intend to suggest that marriages are nmade in heaven.

56 . . ) . . .
Wthin SMD, this termdenotes a covenanting between nortals and the Lord in the precinct of a tenple,
through the powers of heaven. Prom ses are nade on both sides, and the individual is 'endowed wth keys and
information needed in future existences.

57There isthe possibility that this last set of ordinances constitutes the post-nortal set, rather than
bei ng distinct fromthem The rationalization for suggesting that they are distinct fromthe PMones is their
nature: they are ones that can only be granted -we believe- after the judgment and resurrection have been
applied which will prepare the spirits for the final set of ordinances, if they are worthy of receiving of such.
Spirits who have not been 'celestialized hardly seemlike candidates for such powers.

We al so note that the PMset just referred to nust entail either part or all of the nortal endownent,

and add that there are nore than likely additional ordinances added in the PM set.
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further claim the ordinance sets nentioned above [i.e.

1) the PE ordi nances,

2) the nortal endowrent,

3) the PM ordi nances and

4) the post-resurrection ordi nances

can be collapsed into a single endowment. It would be a tightly
integrated set fromwhich sub-sets are applied to us in each stage
of our existence, sub-sets that match the state we are in {°%.

The elenents of this over-reaching endowrent wll have
commonalities that derive from an el egant kernel of priesthood
whi ch unfolds and flowers in conpl ex ways that are appropriate for
t he phase. The sub-sets constitute a single continuum that
paral |l el s t he phases and st ates of our metanorphosis, with the sub-
sets being strictly ordered, providing for sinultaneous accretion
of experiences and the appropriate and appropriate ordi nances.

We now include another dinension to this conception of the
endownent to further refineit. W theorize that the [death+birth]
cycle which occurs between pairs of phases is part of this
endowrent {*>°}. This sub-set of ordinances is perhaps the SAVE set
of ordi nances which nerely takes on the trappings, i.e. bodies,
| anguage, etc., required by the particular phase we are in at the
time of each transition.

APOLOGY:
This chapter, |like nost of this work, provides nuch materi al
that is not specifically attested in the LDS canon. |t appears to

be essentially in harmony with the POCS, although it nakes huge
i nductive leaps in directions others might not choose to gof{®}.
That this information is not revealed -if any of it is, indeed,
factual - nust be accounted for by the assunption that it is not
essential to our success on earth, so is omtted from standard
scriptures, and by the further assunption that it mght be
distracting to sone, were it reveal ed.

There is, however, one nuted note of "authority" from the

exegetical literature regarding a covenant process in the PE, that
m ght be construed as support for this claimthat there is a birth
ordi nance protocol. In 1859, Orson Hyde said:

58
This probably doesn't need to be stated, but we will remnd us that these ordinances will only be
applied to spirits who are worthy of and who seek them regardl ess of the phase they are in.

59
See chapter 51. NESTED OR CRI SS- CROSSED ORDI NANCES for nore details of this cycle of cycles. The
Parsi mony Principle, the Linear Sequencing Condition and the Symmetry Condition are all represented in this
conception of a single iterative cycle that takes on the accoutrements of the phase in which it applies.

60
W readily adnmit that in tine we, too, will change the direction and | ength of our |eaps.
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"...if it be true that we entered into a covenant with
t he powers Celestial,...that we woul d come here and obey
the voice of the Lord...these powers are wi tnesses of the
covenant into which we entered; and it is not inpossible
that we signed the articles thereof wth our own

hands. . ."
(JOURNAL OF DI SCOURSES 7: 314)
What is described in this chapter, in particular, is sonething
about that "covenant”. W conclude this chapter with this further

remark from Brother Hyde in the sane address:

"...D d we subscribe to any such doctrine as this on the
start? | will not say that we did; yet | have had such
t houghts, and they whisper strongly in ny heart."



