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L}
"As for you, Man, you wll be a naked tool al
your |ife, though a user of tools. You wll |ook
i ke an enbryo until they bury you, but all the
others will be enbryos before your mght. Eternally
undevel oped, you will always remain potential in Qur
i mge, able to see sone of Qur sorrows and to fee
some of Qur joys. W are partly sorry for you, Mn
but partly hopeful. Run along then, and do your best.
And |isten, Man before you go..."
"Wl | ?" said Adam turning back fromhis dismssal.
"W were only going to say,"” said God shyly,
tw sting Their hands together. "Well, W were just
going to say, God bless you." |
1l
- THE ONCE AND FUTURE KI NG
(White 1967:193)

""All right,' he said, 'let's get going.ﬂ
"Now? You just said that it would take an idi ot
to go into the desert at this tinme of day.'
"Yeah, well, I'"'ma nad dog and you're an
Engl i shman. Let's get sone of that noonday"sun.'"
- CHI NA LAKE " |
(Hyde 1992: 293) |
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This is the fourth section of THE MECHANI CAL GOSPEL. {'} It is
to be followed by three nore sections. In case the reader has
picked this up before reading the First Fascicle, a brief
explanation is in order.

The conplete text <consists of seven sections. The
objective{?} of the conplete work is to fornmulate a quasi-
theoretical {3} nodel of the Plan of Salvation (POS) by
incorporating its major conponents in coherent structures, and
extending the basic doctrines logically to see what results. The
framework on which the entire structure is hung is the
devel opnent al sequence, which we term a 'metanorphosis'{*} in the
| epi doptran sense, that spirits traverse as they nove from the
point in "tinme" where they were created, through a pre-existence
state, followed by nortality, then post-nortality and finally a
post-resurrection state.{°} Each of these states or phases or
conditions is treated separately, and in chronol ogical order, so
that neanings and wunderstanding energe naturally from the

Pl ease note that chapter nunmbers and pagination are sinply extended fromthe end points of the first
fascicle. They are also continued into the third fascicle. Only footnotes start over in each chapter or
section. Also note that the m scellanea that are appended to the entire work, i.e. bibliography, quotations,
appendi ces, appears at the end of the third fascicle.

The conplete conception is best sumarized by taking a quote from the | NTRODUCTI ON of the First
Fasci cl e:

"Superficially, the basic principles of the Gospel are sinple enough to be grasped in a brief tine.
However, there are extraordinary expanses of tantalizing doctrine behind the disarmingly mld appearing
superstructure initially encountered. These deeper levels of investigation beckon to anyone interested in
detail ed explanations for the structure and purpose of the Plan of Salvation (POS). The npst commonly stated
purpose of the POSis that it is intended to assist wo/nmen on earth in working out their salvation. That is
an adequate and an accurate statement. However, | believe that there are valid truths behind this first |evel
of truth. As one goes beyond that |layer, like going into the center of an onion, additional |evels of insight
into this collation of |laws, principles and ordi nances appear.

The particular collection of things revealed to mankind as the PCS on this earth is anything but an
accidental or artificial grouping. The deeper neanings and inter-rel ati onshi ps between various principles are
not explained in the standard works of the LDS church, nor need they be fromthe point of view of the purpose
menti oned above. The bare-bones structure gl eaned fromthose works is sufficient to enabl e anyone to reach the
Cel estial Kingdom But deeper neanings and interrelationships exist, which are profoundly nmoving, and they
broaden one's appreciation for and understandi ng of the PCS.

This work, then, is a summary of some of those subtler concepts that have been glinpsed, though only

dimy, and perhaps incorrectly. It is a rudimentary attenpt to relate principles and laws that don't have
obvious inter-relationships. It is nore than likely that this rough nodel is erroneous in many -or, indeed,
nost- of its details. However, it is an attenpt to fornulate a hypothetical nodel integrating all parts of the
PCS to denobnstrate that the Plan is, in fact, nore sublime than usually perceived to be. In the world of

mat hematics, the Plan itself woul d be termed "el egant"” because its apparent sinplicity nonethel ess has sweepi ng
power to explain, to correlate a broad range of seemingly disparate bits of evidence, and to nmake predictions
beyond the experinmental corpus available in nortality. Here we will attenpt to devel op a hypothetical nodel
that mght possess a hint of that elegance." (1994:v-vi)

If you need sone background in netatheories and theories, please see chapters 4, 5 and 6 in Fascicle
| where details are provided.

4
For details about this concept, see Chapter 3. METAMORPHOSI S METAPHOR.

A disclaimer is in order: What foll ows has neither been read, approved nor sanctioned by any officers
or authorities of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. It is the product of the over-heated
i magi nati on of the author, and is offered as a stinulus to others who al so ponder neani ng behind meaning inthis
marvel ous Gospel. It is intended to stinulate thought and i nvestigation - not to threaten or di scourage anyone.
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di scussi on. {°}

This section deals solely with salient characteristics and
prinC|pIes of the world we are living in at present, the Mortal
Phase{ '} There is obviously much nore that could be included
here, {® but this set of toplcs seened particularly pertinent to
t he di scussion of this nodel.{°} After working on this theory |ong
enough, one begins to | ose the sense that ANY particul ar nmenber of
the set of the principles of the POS really belongs to only one or
two phases. They reappear |ike sunrise across the grand conti nuum
of the reality our spirits traverse during our netanorphosis.
This, of course, is not surprising because these principles are
expr essi ons of t he pri est hood, which priesthood governs everythlng

in all phases. W may not be aware of some of them nor
understand howthey relate to each ot her, nor how t hey apply to us,
but they exist and are operational throughout our eternal |ives.
This section is the | ongest of the seven because it is the one
remenber the best{'}. It talks about where we are right now so

I
is probably nore interesting. However, we nmake a strong claimfor
this section, a claimthat is not borne out in SMD

We quickly note that we do not claimto have discovered 'truth'. W don't know what that it. This

is nerely one of a nearly infinite set of possible theories that could be created to describe the POS. W

readi |y acknow edge that nost readers will disagree with part, or nost, of the nodel. That's fine. The only

test that one can reasonably apply to neasure the quality of a theoretical nodel is this: does it work? Does

it produce the output of the corpus under investigation? |If it does, then it does. If it doesn't, then it
doesn' t.

The i ssue of preference or taste or choice is separate fromthis test. By this | nean that individual

taste will cause each person to select a set of initial conditions to start from that are not necessarily

| ogi cal, rather represent personal bias. These choices can not really be argued with because they are sort of
li ke a di scussi on about apples and oranges. One person |ikes one, another the other. Neither can persuade the
other that his is somehow better because it is a matter of taste.

See Chapter 3. METAMORPHOSI S METAPHOR for a detail discussion of the states and phases, the
di fferences between them and how they are organized in this work.

In fact, all know edge being amassed in the world today is germane to this discussion because the
PGS does enconpass all -and only- truth. But in spite of the enornous anmounts of infornation being di scovered,
uncover ed, recovered, unearthed, divined, etc. today i n even sub-sub-specialties, we, as a specie, scarcely have
| earned nore than a fraction of a fraction of the know edge represented by the world itself. To conpare our
know edge, then, to the expansiveness of eternity and all enconpassed thereby isto suddenly feel less than a
nmol ecul e in our own frighteningly i mense universe. We will sinply invoke "all truth" by reference here, and
leave it at that.

Admittedly, sonme of themare included nore because they are fascinating, rather than being essential
to this theoretical node. But they have been handled in such a nanner that they nonethel ess reveal sonething
about our theory.

Bri gham Young referred to these principles in 1877:

"We are as independent in our organization as the Gods are, but still we are creatures of
circunmstances, influenced by the spirits and by the powers of eternity that are here and round about
us. We are here and are operated on by themin our organi zations." (Journal of D scourses vol. 19:36)

These powers are believed here to be the principles of the priesthood that we are i mersed in and influenced
by. There is a curious division here: we are indeed acted up on by priesthood powers, but at the sane tine,
we are al so mani pul ating priesthood powers. This distinctionis a small one, but significant because the latter
is the enbryonic version of the manner in which gods and goddesses operate.

1 By this, we refer to the manner in which SMD inplies that our ultimate state, that is to say our
post-resurrection exi stence, depends sol ely on our behavior innortality. Ganted, SVMD does allow for sone sort
of proselyting to occur in the post-nortal world, certainly a suggestive all owance, but it is probably safe to
say that SMD doesn't cause npst LDS to think dlfferently than just described. But there are two other testing
phases with the nortal one being enclosed between them
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This nortal phase is no nore significant in its
relationship to our |engthy netanorphosis and evol ution
than either of the other phases.

This point is generally overl ooked, but we hasten to add this the

om ssion is probably not intentional. The blueprint of the POS
that is revealed to us contains only the bare bones required for
wor ki ng out our salvation. This type of detail is not necessary,

so is not discussed, but it is nonetheless true.

As a rem nder, renenber that this phase is initiated by the
{deat h+bi rt h} ordi nances that were perfornmed on us at the "end" of
our pre-existence experience.{"} They polished, prepared and
protected us for this phase, after which we are ejected fromthe

PE. Then we surfaced in nortal bodies. This phase will also
termnate with a {death+birth} sequence that wll wundo those
particular conditions that were essential for the testing we
undergo during nortality. Then we will be sent on our way into

post-nortality, our final testing phase.{'}

Recall that post-nortality is the third phase of the
nmet anor phosis, that it is not to be confused with the post-
resurrection state. Post-nortality finds us as confused and
bewi | dered as we are here - and as we were in the pre-existence.

12
See Chapter 16 PRE-MORTAL DEATH ORDI NANCES and Chapter 17. MORTAL BIRTH ORDI NANCES for the

background for these assertions.

3 . . Lo .
See 51. NESTED OR CRI SS- CROSSED DEPENDENCI ES? for nore information on this iterative cross-phase
ordi nances conpl ex.



