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"Now t hen, Kay," he said, when they were at the |
church door. He |looked at his first-born kindly, |
but straight between the eyes.

"Here is the stone, and you have the sword. It
wi || nmake you King of England. You are ny son that I
| am proud of, and always will be, whatever you do. “
WIIl you promse ne that you took it out by your own
m ght ?"

- THE ONCE AND FUTURE Kl NG

(Wite 1967: 206) "

L}
"...1t was amazing to see them guide their knives down
t hrough neat and bl ood and hit exactly at the
desi gnated spot. If a man happened to be a little off,
it was taken as a sign that he had |ied the sane day.
Then everybody | aughed and said that here was a man who
had wasted his thoughts by failing to speak the truth,
and so he had forgotten that animals are created with
joints that serve to divide them™

- BOOK OF THE ESKI MOS
(Freuchen 1961: 109)
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| NTRODUCT1 ON:

After considering the inplications of honesty in our |ives on
earth and within the context of the POS it becones apparent that
the commandnent to "be honest” is in a different class than
commandnents like "don't kill". Attendance at neeting and praying
daily are commandnents wth significant inplications for the
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i ndi vidual, but in conparison with the commandnents regarding
honesty they are | ess profound.

The requirenent to be honest is stated as a |law -don't bear
false wtness, etc.- so superficially, it resenbles any ot her | aw,

but | ook at the consequences. Wien we stand before the Lord

honesty is not going to be just another | aw we are nmat ched agai nst.
For exanple, if we didn't attend church, that will be one item
eval uated, but once it has been evaluated, there will be nothing
el se to say about it. In contrast, when tal ki ng about honesty, it
will actually pervade the entire conversation we have with the
Lor d. Every aspect of our life will be matched in sone way

against this netric.

That | eads one to suspect that honesty is actually a higher
| evel requirenent than nost commandnents. |t alnost rises to the
| evel of a condition that belongs in the netatheory. However,
the reason it isn't fitted in there is that the individual nust be
al l owed to exerci se free agency, so honesty nust be given sone sort
of a provisional status that we can choose to ignore if we w sh.

Perhaps it is actually a bi-partite principle, one part being
a commandnent we may obey, the other being the netatheory-Ilike
item

The hi ghest | evel of honesty that we can achi eve, and agai nst
which we will be judged, whether we realize it or not, is honesty
wi th oursel ves. The outward honesty we show at work or in the
famly is inmportant, but the acts thenselves may be no nore than
actions without correspondi ng i nternal enotions or commtnents. W
can pay tithing but can be uncommtted. W pay it because it's a
habit, but witing a check and handing it in does not require us to
have the appropriate sacrificial mnd-set required to fully conply
with the requirenments of the law. That sort of elenent is a highly
personal one that only the individual and the Lord can eval uate
and understand. Even bishops during tithing settlenments nust rely
on the testinony of the individual, which testinony can be false to
varyi ng degrees.

Socrates fanmous instruction fits admrably in her. " Know
thysel f." 1Indeed.['] To achieve that state is to actually achieve
t he hi ghest | evel of confornmance with gospel principles that can be
achi eved, so Socrates was definitely onthe right track. It's rash
to make the followi ng statenent, but it's tenpting to make: | fear
that many LDS have littl e conprehensi on of the profoundly inportant
aspect of self-honesty, or integrity, or consistency that 1is
required by the POS. And | fear that many don't realize that the
slightest degree of self-deception is a mgjor event that nust be
reversed before further progress can be nade.

And the next troublesone comment to nmeke is that as LDS
advance i n know edge, the standard for honesty and consi stency al so
advances for them as well. Greater light and know edge are

1 ) R ) )

Such a sinple statenent. And so difficult. W only delude ourselves in our dishonesty nost of the
tinme. Wio isn't able to see through the self-deception we practise on ourselves, while sinultaneously being
unabl e to perceive his/her own dishonesty of the same ilk?



30. HONESTY 3 6 8

bl essings which bring with them greater requirenents of various
types, not the least of which involves honesty. And as one
progresses, it becones apparent that the nmechanics of honesty are
everywhere evident as one lives out his life. Utimtely, every
single decision (at |east those of nore significance than which
shoes to wear) nust be internally consistent and in harnmony with
t he PCS. When we reach the |l evel of know ng inside our heart the
significance of honest, we can no |onger delude ourselves into
doi ng sonething wong. |If we do something wong then, it is only
because we specifically |ooked at the choices and chose to do
wong, wth a full conprehension that we were maki ng such a choi ce.

In a certain respect, honesty is perhaps the nost inportant
behavior we can manifest, next to being of service to our
fell owen, at any point in our nmetanorphosis. And this is because
only an individual who is conpletely honest is worthy of being
trusted with the i mmensely powerful authorities and powers that go
wi th godhood. There cannot be the slightest deviation from the
standards of the Plan, and honesty or integrity, two alnost
identical itenms, nust be present before being given those powers.



