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mehi tabel is a believer

I n the pythagorean

theory of the transm gration
of the soul and she clains
that fornerly her spirit

was i ncarnated in the body
of cl eopatra

-archy and mehit abel * |
(Marquis 1973:19) " |
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1archy is a cockroach who is a vers libre poet he cannot operate the shift key on the old nanual
typewiter that he types his poetry on for his boss that is why there are no caps or quotation marks mehitabel
is his friend a foreign female alley cat you need to read this book it is lots of fun it takes a while to get
the hang of no caps or punctuation good luck this is how the greeks wote their stuff including some new
testanent stuff so you see how anbi guous things can be who is the rock peter or revelation
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| NTRODUCT1 ON:

Rei ncarnation is not a doctrine that Christians accept,
doubt | ess because Christ did not hint at such.? 1In fact, the
structure of H's doctrine focuses on the developnent and
advancenment of individuals, based on what they do here, with the
final outcone, judgnent, being a permanent one. There is no place
for a cyclic pattern of lives onthis world in H's plan, whether as
animals or humans or anything else. Nothing He said inplies
rei ncarnation.

However, the concept that we live on this earth nore than one
time is accepted in various other religions, anong them sone
Anerindian religions, some eastern religions, etc.® Since some of
these religions do incorporate a belief in reincarnation, it is
interesting in light of this nodel to | ook at the doctrine for a
monent . *

2Afasci nating reference fromG of deserves inclusion here for two reasons: first, it suggests sonething
about a(n alleged) belief of the primtive church that was attacked in 543 A.D., and 2) it suggests that the
interpretation of that belief may have been a misinterpretation that was based on a | ost understanding of the
PE. The quote:

"Since it is generally assuned that the belief in reincarnation is inconpatible with Christianity and
alien toit, it seenms appropriate to elaborate on the above statement. The concept of reincarnation
existed in Christianity until it was attached in 543 A D. by the Byzantine enperor, Justinian, together
with other teachings of the learned father, Oigen, and finally condemmed by the Second Council in
Constantinople in 553 A D Oigen, considered the nost prominent of all Church Fathers, with the
exception of Augustine, stated explicitly in his work De Principiis: 'The soul has neither begi nning
nor end...Every soul conmes to this world strengthened by the victories of weakened by the defeats of

its previous life. |Its place in this world as a vessel appointed to honor or dishonor is deternined
by its previous nmerits or denerits. Its work in this world determnes its place in the world which is
to follow ." (1977: 3)

To us, it appears that G of has been led astray by the actions of these two Councils. W will assunme that the
translation given here of Oigen's work is an accurate one, and then will argue that since it refers to only
ONE previous life, and to ONE following world, he was nerely stating what the POS endorses, as it was
promul gated by the Christ. Justinianet al didn't understand Oigen, probably because the basic doctrines were
distorted so conpletely during the Apostasy.

We do not believe that Christianity ever espoused reincarnation. And we are just discussing it here
to show that it is possible to construe the three phases of the netanorphosis as a special case of
rei ncarnation. Wether or not the doctrine of reincarnation will accommpdate such alinited, three-step version

depends on its definition. Caterpillars don't undergo reincarnation.

The belief in reincarnation is called a "special variation" of the belief inlife after death. The
range of cultures and religions that espoused it is sunmmarized by G of:

"The belief in reincarnation occurs in such diverse cultural and religious frameworks as phil osophies
and religions of India, cosnologies of various North Anerican Indian tribes, Platonic and Neopl atonic
phi l osophy, the Orphic cult and other nystery religions of ancient Geece, and early Christianity. In
Hi ndui sm Buddhi sm and Jainismthis belief is connected with the | aw of karma, according to which the
qual ity of individual incarnations is specifically determ ned by the person's nmerits and debits from
preceding lifetimes." (1977:3)

4 . . ) .

Grof notes the consequence on his patients of their experiences under LSD:
"They [Ed. the experiences] usually do not result in an irrefutable conviction about the existence of
the law of karnmm, and the fact of reincarnation, but rather in the acceptance of this possibility as
a very plausible alternative to nihilistic and pessim stic Wstern concepts.” (1977: 59)

What ever the experiences are, they persuade the individuals that thereis infact anext-life. Some interpreted
it as evidence that:

"...they have existed many times prior to the present lifetine, and also that their karma will require
further incarnations in the future." (1977: 58)

We don't particularly accept the latter interpretation, unless, of course, the person refers to the three
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ATHAPASKAN REI NCARNATI ON AND FI SH WHEEL S:

own introduction to reincarnation occurred on the Yukon
River in 1956. M famly was making a 700 mles canoe trip down-
river. W floated from Nenana on the Tanana River to the
confluence of the two rivers at Tanana and on down to Holy Cross.
Al ong the way we encountered fish wheels that were catchi ng sal non
and shee fish primarily. The law of the river, at that tinme at
| east, allowed travelers to help thenselves to one of the fish in
t he catchnent basket as a neans of eking out their nmeager rations.
We noted, as we approached the wheels, that there were often
| arge black crows or ravens inside the basket with the dead fish.
They picked their eyes out, and then ruined the rest of the bodies
as well. At one of the Athapaskan (not Athabascan) Indian
vill ages, we asked about this problem W suggested sonething in
the way of shooting the birds to protect the catch since there
woul d be up to 24 hours between their visits to collect the fish.
Thi s suggestion net wth polite resistance because they believed
that their ancestors returned in sonme cases in the formof these
bl ack birds. This neant two things. First, the ancestors needed
nouri shnment so allowi ng them access to the fish was actually the
bestowal of gift on them And second, to kill the birds would be
to conmit parricide, a highly taboo act. It could not be done.®
They believed, then, that after death human spirits could
return to this earth, or remain on this earth, in the formor body
of a bird. The question, then: does the present nodel allow for
there to be a cyclic pattern for spirits during their evolution?
But before addressing it, let's ook in sone detail at a highly
evol ved doctrine of reincarnation.

T1 BETAN REI NCARNATI ON:

The i ndi genous religion of Tibet and Si kkim called Bon, did
not formally espouse reincarnation. However, as Buddhi sm spread
into that region of the H malayas fromIndia, a form of Buddhi sm
devel oped, terned today Tantrism?® The central doctrine of this
form of Buddhism indeed of all Buddhist sects, be they Red Hat or
Yel |l ow Hat, Mahayana, Hi nayana, Zen, etc., is a belief that
Buddahood and N rvana are the target for mankind. And nore

met anor phi ¢ phases.

5 . ) ) S .

Thanks, nom and dad, for showing respect for this foreign religious belief when | was so young. It
means a | ot to have been able to neet newideas in an accepting environnent. The exanple, and many others |ike
it, panned out as true religious tolerance and respect.

6I n the usual fashion, these conpeting religions resolved their differences by one beconing domi nant,
it absorbing some of the traits of the other. |In this case, the Bon funeral rituals for handling cadavers were
nmodi fied and incorporated into the victorious Buddhi sm which was then practiced in that region. But Buddhi sm
in other regions did not take on these funereal rites.

Inits transcendentalism the Bon practices closely resenble Taoism (Evans-Wntz 1960: 23)
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inmportantly, it is held that the only manner for a nortal to
achieve that blessed state is through a series of reincarnations
during which one's karma i s devel oped and accunul at ed, which karm
hel ps determine when an individual qualifies for buddahood.’
Tantrismevolved with a variety of rites and a highly conpl ex
theology, nost of which is irrelevant to this particular
di scussi on. However, Tantrism believes that after death a soul
enters an internediate state termed "bardo".® In this condition

there are three phases. |If a soul fails to qualify for buddahood
in any phase, it enters a wonb, after searching for a satisfactory
one, to be reborn as a nortal. The state or condition that the

newborn achieves is one earned by his karma. He basically earns
this next (e)state, and in a few cases, it is believed that a sou
who has behaved very poorly during nortality can possibly even
return in a subhuman form As he succeeds in living a proper life,
karma accumnul ates until perfection can be attai ned.

The length of time required for nost souls is believed to be
possi bly thousands of years, dependi ng on the actual performance of
the individual in question.® The return is either a judgnent of
sonme sort, a sort of punishnment or atinme to do penance, or else it
is areward for previously successful penance. |In both case, the
next iteration of the cycle is predicated sonehow on the previous
life of the subject spirit. The purpose of the cycle is to allow
the spirit to eventually achi eve sone state of bl essedness or peace
that is the ultimate objective of existence.

MECHANI CAL MODEL CONCEPT:

(Finish working this fromhere on = read back to nmake it match)

In this nodel, if one takes a broad view of the chapter on
NESTED OR CRI SS- CROSSED DEPENDENCI ES, it is evident that there is,
in fact, a cyclic nature to the progression of our spirits as they
go from the point of their birth to the point of resurrection.
During the pre-existence, a spirit lives out a life after which a
death occurs, followed by a rebirth as a nortal. Then the nortal
life proceeds through its natural course to a death that is
followed by a birth into a post-nortal state where spirits live

7As noted el sewhere, it should be particularly interesting to LDS that the objective for all mankind
in Buddhismis the attai nment of this Buddahood. Buddahood or Nirvana are perfected states of being in which
the soul becones transparent and w thout any volition or wishes or actions. |t sounds to occidentals like a
formof voidness, and is practically inconprehensible to us, with our rigid inmge of a postnortal state where
we live in sonme sort of bodies. However, regardl ess of how well we conprehend it, this state nust be regarded
as a formof perfection, a state tantamount to godhood. This obviously neans that in this narrow sense, SMD
and Buddhi sm share a belief in the perfectibility of souls and the possibility of every person attaining
godhood.

8 . . . .
An excel |l ent discussion of Tantric nortuary custons, and the Bardo Thodol is that of Evans-Wentz.
(1960: 23 et seq)

Not e how conpar abl e, agai n, Buddhismis with SMD. The succeeding state a soul gains is predicated in
hi s behavior in the previous state. He earns his next condition by his actions, recognizing that there is also
a mpjor role for mercy in both cases.
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until the resurrection.

This sounds suspiciously |ike reincarnation. The only
substantive difference is that in this nodel each phase applies
directly to the spirit, with the nortal body being irrelevant
overall. The nortal body is essential for the nortal phase but it
doesn't appear that bodies, other than the spirit body itself, are
essential in the other two phases. Cbviously, the |ocation of the
di fferent phases may be different while in classical reincarnation,
all phases occur on this earth. If we turn the enphasis, then
from the reuse of nortal bodies, to the recycling of spirits
t hrough testing phases, we have reincarnation in this nodel.

However, this nodel doesn't provide for any phases in
animal /bird bodies, so in that respect it definitely does not
acconmodat e reincarnation. To cycle a human spirit through an
ani mal body seens like a V|olat|on of sone inportant principles,
both for animal and for humans.

CONCLUSI ON:

The only way a life as an aninmal mght fit into this node
woul d be to have those experiences as Type 1 through 4 splrlts to
occur prior to beconming a Type 5, a la TE Wite's Wart. ™ If that
were the case, then perhaps the experiences as birds and beasts
woul d be useful in the devel opment of the spirit. This does have
a certain logic to it, but I ampuzzled about what the real value
of such experiences woul d be. If the difference, as | noted in
CONSClI QUSNESS, >  between the different classes of spirits is
basical ly the differences in the degree of agency allowed each
Type, then there really is no advantage to each higher level to
apprentice as | ower types.

Animals are not inmbued with a fully devel oped an unfettered
capacity to exerci se agency as humans are. During spirit birth or
formation, the quality of obedience inherent in each type is
different. Animals actually resenbl e rocks and water in their type
of obedience to law, and in a sense are practically little nore
than notational variants of the natural resources of the earth
Life, then, as an aninmal would not be advantageous to a hunan
spirit because the type of lawin effect for that class is closer
to that governing the raw materials of our body.

The | ast comment to make here about reincarnation is to say
that | believe that this earth is probably the site for post-nortal

However, Hi nduism though not Buddhi sm does provide for reincarnation of man in a variety of non-
human forns. Evans-Wentz (1960: 1 xxxii) indicates that

"H ndui sm speaks of 8,400,000 graded kinds of births culmnating in man...As plants, aquatic ani mals,
reptiles, birds, quadrupeds, siman fornms and man. See Brihad Vishnu Purana."

11
See his THE ONCE AND FUTURE KING for a delightful recounting of the Arthurian legend, with insight
into the human condition.

12
See Chapter 15. CONSCI QUSNESS - COG TO, ERGO SUM for the details.
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spirit prison, and we know it is part of the post- resurrection
(celestial) world as well. So is it also possible that earth 1is
the location for the pre-existence but in a different set of
di mensi ons?
| do not think that reincarnation is part of this nodel

There is a cyclic nature to the phases of our netanorphosis but
outside of that simlarity, there is no way to fit a sequence of
stages, based on karma, in different types of bodies. One asks
whet her the concept of reincarnation is perhaps sonme sort of
under st andi ng about the Iimted cyclic sequence we do go through?



