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"Apparent in this dialogue is the Igbo
conviction that there is a carry-over
of social status and ot her persona
gualities fromthe world of nman to the
worl d of the dead."”

Il
-THE | GBO OF SOUTHEAST NI GERI A

(Uchendu 1965: 12) "
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OVERVI EW

This section deals with doctrines that seemto be represented
in the canon nore often than those of the pre-existence. However,
they are not as interesting for sone reason, perhaps due to their
famliarity. Several major issues about this phase are raised by

this nodel. Recall that this phase is actually the third of the
pre-resurrection testing phases our spirit nust experience during
our netanorphosis. It is the last one in which we have a chance

to redeem oursel ves. W don't usually think of it that way, but
this author believe that is the case.{%}

There are LDS who believe that Satan et al are unable to get
to us while we are in spirit prison and paradise. And,
i nterestingly enough, these are often the same LDS who bel i eve t hat
there is proselyting going on in SP. They believe that good guys
go from Paradi se 'down’ (what is the basis for a direction? W
suspect the difference has to do with other dinmensions of the two
condition than direction.) to SP and spread and shed enl i ght ennment
anongst the natives. That sounds just fine. However, it ain't.
The idea of Satan being persona non grata seens initially to fit
with the doctrine that the salvation | egions are working. But.

Look a bit nore closely first at the idea of spirits being
able to "accept"” the gospel after it is wafted across their screen
in the SP. Sounds harm ess and doesn't seemto require Satan |nc.
to work. But it does require Satan's presence. And this is
because the only way that free agency can be exercised in a nmanner
that it makes a difference to the person/spirit exercising it is
for there to be an opposition of forces. Renmenber the OPPCSI TI ON
CONDI TION which is a netatheoretical condition that nust apply
everywhere. Nephi said it right. Spirit Prison types either have
to be faced with real choices, i.e. the Silver Party nust be fully
opposed by the Bl ack party, or else there is no |legitinate decision
maki ng goi ng on.

And so it follows fromthis that Satan, PAis there doing his
duty.

One mi ght ask whether it woul d be possible for the Black Party
to be exerting its power without Satan and hi s peopl e being around.
l"mnot sure it is even possible. If it were, which | doubt, the
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difference is nerely a notational variant of the first idea. In
ei ther situation, opposition exists and affects spirits in a manner
t hat enabl es themto nmake neani ngful decisions.

One of the major facts we know about this phase is that it is
divided into two "locations"” that spirits are allocated to at the
time of nortal death. One asks what these divisions are: are they
separ at e geographic locations? O different dinmensions? O is it
sinmply acconplished by keeping all spirits in the same |ocation,
the 'difference' being differences in priesthood-nedi ated
bl essi ngs? The doctrine that states spirit prisoners cannot visit
par adi se, though the converse is allowed, mght suggest physical
segregation. But it is also possible to interpret the doctrine in
a figurative sense, nmeani ng that prisoners cannot 'experience' what
t he ot hers can.

The fact that a segregation of spirits is nade after death
inplies that a judgenent is done. That is the only way individuals
can be assigned to one or the other. { Y This is not stipulated by
SMD, but it is entailed by the doctrine of two | ocations. What is
the basis for this judgenent? SMD tends to ascribe the decision
about |ocation to performance during nortality, you live a good
life and get paradise, or live a bad Iife and get prison. Wthin
the present nodel that includes a three phase testing
nmet anor phosis, it shoul d be apparent that the assignnent to one or
t he ot her of these | ocations nust depend on our performance through
BOTH t he pre-existence and nortality. {°}

LOCATI ON:

The | ocation of these two areas where we will spend this third
phase is unknown. However, as noted earlier, near-death victinms
have reported observations that suggest that at | east spirit prison
|s right here on earth but in a different dinmension or different

"real ity" sonehow. {%} There is really little to look at for a hint
about the location of Paradise. Here it will be suggested that
perhaps there is no physical, whatever that neans, |ocation for
paradi se. Perhaps all spirits remain in the SAME | ocation after
deat h. And in this case, the difference would be based on the

2 ) . . ) ) .

O course, if one wished to extend the prenises of this nechanical nodel to the |ogical extrene, s/he
coul d argue that the segregation occurs automatically as a result of the nature of the spirit matter. See the
followi ng chapters for a discussion of how this mght occur.

3 . . .
CC Jung, in his INTRODUCTION to Evans-Wentz (1960:xliii) actually states an antecedent reservation:

"Above all, we know desperately little about the possibilities of continued existence of the individual
soul after death, so little that we cannot even concei ve how anyone coul d prove anything at all in this
respect. Moreover, we know only too well, on epistenpl ogi cal grounds, that such a proof woul d be just
as 1 nmpossible as the proof of God."

The nost interesting word in this quote is "desperately". For one of the pre-em nent psychiatrists of the world

to use it suggests a depth of feeling on his part that one m ght not expect to hear froma specialist of that
particul ar discipline.

4
See Ritchie's book for details of this sort.
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nature of the soul. The 'location' nmay actually be a condition.

And this condition would result from various things. First, it
woul d result fromthe intrinsic nature of the spirit matter itself.
A spirit that has spent tinme conformng with the demands of the
| aws of heaven will perhaps be substantively different than one
which has indulged in dalliances. And then it is possible that
there were additional ordinances or actions done to or on the
spirit in the death-birth process that granted the nore obedi ent

spirit some advantages.{’} This seens reasonabl e. If a spirit
were in a positive condition, it really wouldn't matter where it
was "physically" |ocated because paradi se would be inside the
spirit itself.

In this section, then, we wll discuss some of the
phi | osophical matters that pertain to this phase within this nodel,
and will say little about the mechanics of what occurs there

because we know so little about it.

| NI TI AL CONDI T1 ONS:

We postulated in Chapters 4 and 5 that all three testing
phases take place in "worlds" that have been created specifically
for that purpose. Each of the three world, the PE, nortality and
the Post-Mortal wor | d, is characterized by distinctive
envi ronnent s. These environnments were designed so that spirits
living in them would undergo the cardial test of each testing
phase. Free agency was the cardial test of the PE, gender and
famly related issues are the cardinal test of nortality, but we
don't know what the mpjor test is of the PM world. However, we
nonet hel ess believe that it is unique, that it is different from
the first two testing worlds, and is also different from the
ultimate-initial state of eternity.

The neta conditions postul ated as the precursor of the other
two phase worlds are the precursors for this world as well. W
repeat them agai n here:

5 ) .
Tenpl e ordi nances cone to mnd.
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|| META CONDI TI ONS " " ||

11 11 1
| 1. Priesthood & ||1. Spirits made of ||1. Accretion Condition
Anti-Priesthood || I ntelligence. ||2. Al gorithm Condition Il
||3. Doubl e Bind Condition N
2. Met anor phosi s 2. Spirits have 4. Equal Opptunity Condton
Functi on Free Agency 5. Full Dose Corollary
15. Teeter-Totter Condition
3. Intelligence 3. Spirits experience ||6. Linear Segqncng Conditon
3- phase evaluation [|7. Mechanics' Corollary
4. Prime Mover 8. Nonequi |l i brium Condt on
4. Spirit matter is 9. Opposition Condition
N al tered by exercise||10. Paradox Postul ate [
of Free Agency 11. Parsinony Principle

Prinordi al Conditions
11

12. Permutation Princip
||13. Scotoma Condition
||14. Symmetry Condition

Theoreti cal

Statema\ntsII

‘|thatheoret|cal Cbndltl

Most of the elenents in these three sets are characteristics of
eternity. The elenents that are special cases in the context of
the broader context of eternity are those that deal with the
met anor phosis of spirits. True, they are enbedded in the eternal
pri esthoods, but they are only manifested during iterations of the
nmet anor phosi s process for enbryonic spirits.

The question of what the particular conditions are that stood
as the initial conditions for the PMworld is unanswerable us. W
are only able to speak of the initial conditions for nortality
because we happen to be here now, so are cl ose enough to be able to
understand what they are. But we can't guess what the specific
initial conditions are for either the PE or PMworlds. W sinply
postul ate their existence, and incorporate theminto the theory by
reference. W also note that they will also be manifestations in
sonme manner of the priesthood pair.

| e

||16. Truth-faith Condition

ons




