"CGestalt studies of perception and intelligence
are of this kind. However, this nodel raises

obj ections from bi ol ogy: honeostasis does not,

in fact, involve exact bal ances, but is frequently
over bal anced because of protective and cauti ous
responses to intrusion."

|
- SI X PSYCHOLOG CAL STUDI ES
(Pi aget 1968: 108)
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| NTRODUCTI ON:

These two terms, honeostasis and equilibrium are comonly
used to describe two chemcal processes that occur during
nortality. They al so have application to the Plan of Salvation, in
particular to the process of judging. The process of honeostasis
is characterized by at | east two forces or actions that are active
and constantly opposing or interacting with each other in such a
way that they are bal anced. They are dynam c and constant forces,
but they are balanced so there is an appearance of equilibrium
They are not, however, in true equilibrium they are bal anced
because they are actually on- goi ng, sonething that is not possible
with a systemin a true state of equilibrium/{"}

ORNAMENTAL WATERFALL:

An exanple of this type of system might be an ornanenta
garden water display which has a series of tiny water falls, a
small pool and a quantity of water with a punp to circulate the
wat er through the piping system When there is an equality of
forces, i.e. the cascading of water due to gravity equals the
anount of water being punped to the top of the systemby the punp,
the falls flow constantly and regularly. There is no evidence of
bursts of water at some points and decreases at others. Wen this
' bal ance' exists, there is a state of honeostasis because the two
forces, gravity pulling down and the punp pushing up, are bal anced
inrelationship to each other. Note, however, that there actually
is an inbal ance in the system Gavity is constantly pulling water
down and the punp is constantly pushing water up. The two forces
are constantly and actively opposi ng each ot her although there is
no evidence of the two forces opposing each other. This is
honeost asi s.

On the other hand, equilibrium is considerably different
There is a tenptation perhaps to describe the garden waterfall as
an equilibriumof forces, but that isn't strictly accurate. This
is because the two forces are actively conpeting and neither is
overcome of neutralized by the other, although there is sone sort
of equality between them Equilibriumwould only exist, according
to this definition, when the height of the colum of water was

1
A fascinating correlation in neurol ogy/psychiatry was discussed by Oiver Sacks (1985:114) I'n
di scussing a pathology resulting fromright hem sphere dysfunction, termed Kosakov's Syndrome, he notes:

"For it is not menmory which is the final, 'existential' casualty here (although his menoig whol l'y
devastated); it is not memory only which has been so altered in him but some ultinate capacity for
feellng which is gone, and this is the sense in which he is 'desoul ed

"Luria speaks of such indifference as 'equalization' -- and sonmetimes seems to see it as the
ultimate pathology, the final destroyer of any world, any self. It exerted, | think, a horrified
fascination on him as well as constituting an ultinate therapeutic challenge.

Sacks uses Luria's term'equalization' in the sense we are using the termequilibriumhere. And he notes that
it is perhaps the ulti mate pathology. The sense is the sanme: death.
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sufficiently great that the punp would not be able to nove water
even when it was operating. There would be true equilibriumthen
because the forces would be balanced and not actively causing
anything to happen.

Anot her exanpl e woul d be the functioning of cells in a living
body. At all tinmes, there are forces noving substances into the
cells through various transport nechanisns. Energy is being
consunmed and the cells are able to |ive because there is constant
repl eni shment of the enzymes, hornones, and nutrients required for
their function.{% However, note that in this sort of system
while there is an apparent bal ance between all forces, the system
is a dynamc one with constant novenent and flows of nol ecul es.
Active transport occurs where i ons are punped across cell menbranes
against a particular gradient, a process that obviously consunes
energy, else it wouldn't work. O glucose nolecules attach to
i nsulin nol ecul es which then mracul ously pull the glucose through
cell nmenbranes. This small mracle actually keeps us alive because
nmet abol i smwoul d cease otherwi se. d ucose nol ecul es are ot herw se
too large to traverse the conplex, three-layer cell nenbranes
wi thout the transport assistance of insulin nolecules. And t he
i mbal ance of forces is actually used in remarkably conpl ex manners
in sone cases, as in the counter-current mechani sns in kidneys or
in the noses of kangaroo rats or the gills of salt water fish.

BALANCE OF FORCES = DEATH

But when a body di es, the opposition of forces inthe cells is
neutralized because the various ionic concentrations, etc. are
actually allowed to reach a state of true equilibrium where they
are truly balanced. Cell walls rupture and blend their contents
with extracellular, interstitial fluids. Extracellular potassium
junps from4.5 nmeq to the 100+ that would result from bl endi ng of
intra-and extra-cellular contents. So it becomes apparent, then,
that a state of equilibriumis actually the condition of death
where things are bal anced.

Now to apply this to the spirit body and the nortal body. The
nortal body is characterized by the process of honeostasis while it
is alive, and only reaches equilibrium in death when it
di sintegrates. W cannot guess at whether these terns are even
applicable to the spirit body.

FI SH AND HONEYCOVB

2As an exanple of the extraordinary things going on in the nortal body under these conditions of
homeostasi s shows up in Guyton's description of the physiology of erythrocytes [red blood cells]. He clains
that due to the perneability of the cell nenbranes and the gradi ent between serum and intracellular osnotic
values that there is an extraordinary rate of water passage through these tiny cells. He clains that the rate
is so high the volume passing through each mnutes is 90 tines the actual volunme of the cell itself! (If you
don't believe this, and |I find it inplausible myself, just look it up!) So we have honeostasis -not
equilibrium in the vascul ar space but incredible things are going on anyway.
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A fascinating note to bring in now after H's resurrection,
Christ, according to the testinony of sone present at the tine, did
partake of fish and honeyconb. |In fact, he appears to have done it
on purpose just to nake a point about the reality or solidity of
H s body. This was a resurrected body. He ate nortal stuff, so
what does that nean? | don't know. But it certainly is
suggestive. Does a resurrected body actually need sustenance?
That would be totally unexpected to nme. But if he ate it, what
happened to the stuff? Was it netabolized and excreted in sone
manner, or is it still in H's body today? And if he netabolized
it, (a) howcan a perfected body do that at all and (b) how can an
entity from another dinensioned reality ingest the food of this
world? O was it slight of hand wherein He really didn't eat it at

all, rather stuffed it in a pocket but gave the appearance of
eating it? | doubt the latter because deception, even the garden
variety that constitutes magic, is absolutely out of H s range. He
will never do anything that even has the possible appearance of

deception, and therefore dishonesty, about it.
CONCLUSI ON:

So honeostasis and equilibrium characteristics of this world,
may or may not have application to the spirit or resurrected body.
A test exanple would be Christ's ingestion of food which inplies
"di gestion" -and conpar abl e physi ol ogi cal processes. A nortal body
consi sts of various organ systens that process the food, circul ate
it, nmetabolize it and excrete it. Does that occur in a spirit
body? If it is perfected, | suspect that nost of us will believe
that it doesn't need nutrients. And that if it doesn't, that it
likely won't need -or even contain- the organ systens just referred
to. Energy is the formnortal bodies require it is probably not
needed by the perfected body. How could a perfected body even
process the stuff of this 3-D world? W don't know, but eating
nortal stuff raises the question.



