43.

PROXY PROCESS

L}
If we ask why a dying god should be chosen to
take upon hinself and carry away the sins and
sorrows of the people, it may be suggested that
in the practice of using a divinity as a
scapegoat we have a conbi nation of two custons
whi ch were at one tine distinct and

I ndependent . "

- THE GOLDEN BOUGH
(Frazer 1963:6?7)
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| NTRODUCT1 ON:

The notion of a proxy is one that has preoccupi ed peoples
t hroughout history, as is well attested in works |ike THE GOLDEN
BOUGH, the Mirdock Files{'y and Joseph Canpbell's witings.
Sal vation of a nation or tribe depended in their religions on the
identification of sacrificial individuals who were then in various
manners expended to expiate the sins of the nation or to appease
the god in question who held the power of life and death through
control of «crops, weather, etc. Regardl ess of the specific
t echni que enpl oyed by Egypti ans or African or other peoples in such
rites, the basic idea remained the sanme: find a nmethod to appease
t he godgs) so that the nation or individual would benefit in sone
manner { “} .

And that is basically what the LDS concept of tenple work

consists of. | imgine that sone LDS wll recoil at this
conpari son because they mght interpret this as putting their lofty
faith on the level of sonme "primtives". However, that isn't ny
intent. In the first place, one who has | ooked at a range of the
religions of the world can't help but be inpressed at their
conplexity and insightful ness. For exanple, sone of the
cosnologies of African peoples are remarkably conplex and
suggesti ve. I really don't subscribe to the notion of
"primtiveness" of faiths, although material cultures, apart from
et hi cal - nor al systens, m ght be so differentiated along
technol ogical lines | suppose. The point | nmake by show ng a

relationship between the LDS concept of proxies and the sane
concept across the world is to show that there seens to be sone
intrinsic belief in, or acceptance of, or need for such a mechani sm

in many religions. And then, | suppose this is stretching it a
ways, one mght suggest that there is sonething eternal in a
concept that appears so frequently. The pattern for this

conclusion would be the frequency and simlarity of creation

1 . . . . . .
For non-ant hropol ogists, this is an enornously large collection of anthropological materials and
information that is found only in major universities and libraries. It is as invaluable research resource, and
obvi ously includes information of the type alluded to here

2An exanpl e close to honme of sonmething akin to proxies is the Katchina enployed by tribes |ike the
Puebl 0, Zuni, or Hopi. These role of these dolls, and their representati ons by nen appropriately garbed, is
predi cat ed on a fundanental belief in the nature of spirits. Fewkes, in his classic text on Hopi Katchinas,
expl ains the belief this way:

"I't would appear, also, that in case of the mmgic or medicine power of man, there was a universal
belief that it existed and was potent after death. The breath-body or spirit of man was believed to
have a continued existence after the death of the body, retaining powers of good and bad action, a
belief which led to worship." (1985:16)

The use of the katchina in religious festivals depended on this belief in the continuation of spirits after
life, and also in the belief in the presence of spiritsin all things, animate as well as inanimate. Their role
was as a internmediary between nortals and the suprenme gods or powers who had control over the particular thing
in question, crops, rain, life, thunder, etc.
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stories or of trees of life motifs, etc. around the world. {3
Proxi es, too, appear all over the place.

PROXI ES:

True, nost of these proxies are ones whose function is to save
an entire nation, rather than individuals. This nakes themakin to
t he savior, then, who atoned for or saved all mankind. But is not
the principle the sane, whether it is applied to a nation or to an
i ndi vidual ? Someone has to stand in stead of another and perform
sone rites in order for this second person to be saved or

benefitted in sone manner? | believe so.
One asks howit is that a proxy process can be efficacious at
all, and there is no easy answer. Priesthood is obviously going to

be i nvoked by LDS as the explanation, and it is true that such a
power is required for such a process to function. But that really
isn't an expl anation. s it possible to cone up with any guess
about what the actual mechanics of the process are?

BAPTI SM

Let's use the tenple ordinances that is alluded to by Paul in
one of his notes to the Corinthians{", take bapti smwhich is done
for the dead. This process is perfornmed inside of the tenple in
al nost the sane manner as outside the tenple. A priesthoodhol der
i mrerses the novitiate in water after saying a prayer, though the
| anguage of the prayer diverges a bit fromthat uttered over a live
subj ect.{®} So what happens inside the tenple that doesn't happen
out si de?

The basic difference in the two ordinances is that the tenple
ordinance is being done on behalf of a departed person who no
| onger possesses a nortal body. And since baptismis one of the
key ordi nances that nust be perfornmed on earth with a nortal body

3Thi s is precisely the nost powerful inpact one experiences when readi ng THE GOLDEN BOUGH or Canpbell's
work. It eventually becones abundantly apparent that the ONLY, SOLI TARY, | SOLATED thi ng about SMD t hat appears
to be unique on the face of this earth is its extraordinary claimto have had the priesthood of God restored
t hrough heavenly nessengers to nortals.

Not hi ng el se i s uni que. Just take Swedenborg's HEAVEN AND HELL and you wi || di scover a surprising share
of the D & C there. How do you explain it? You can't deny it. It must be accommpdated, which is npst
upsetting thing for those who believe in one uniquely true faith. And that, | suppose, is why the | eaders urge
SMDers to stay away from such stuff.

But that still isn't the right thing. Better to urge us to enter these puzzles and work our way out,
| earni ng and understandi ng things in the end about our OMN faith, such that we are nore confortable and rel axed
with alternative perceptions.

4 ) . . .
Parenthetically, it's of interest to note sonething that nost people are unaware of, although they have
read all of Paul's letters: the actual "First" letter to the Corinthians is mssing. W only have the second
and third, although they are nunbered First and Second. There is a passage in this "First' letter that refers

to a previous letter.

By itself, this little twist is fascinating. There is such rigidity otherw se about the words for
the live ordinances that one woul d expect that identical words would be required in the vicarious ordinance,
but they are not. Wat's the difference?
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in water, everyone who will have |ived down here nust have access
to the ordinance in sone manner. So a proxy takes the nane of a
deceased person with him into the baptismal font and is there
bapti zed on behal f on that person.

Qutside of the fact that the proxy REPRESENTS a third party,
there is basically no difference between the proxy and the live
baptism at |east outwardly. And this brings us to the question,
agai n:

what mght happen in the tenple, then, that nmakes the
ordi nance efficacious for a third party?

Fam |y journals abound with references by witers who claim
that while they were undergoing proxy ordinances, they felt the
presence of the individual on whose behalf the ordi nances were
bei ng done. There are even allusions to "whispers” of information
sonmeti mes being heard or felt, a "thank you", and "all is well",
etc. So one begins to suspect that the third party can personally
be present if s/he so wwshes. |If thisis so, then the proxy who is
"sensitive" (whatever that nmeans){® to the other presence, wll be
aware of himor her. |In those cases where the departed does not
wi sh to be present, s/he is not bound to be present. There is no
conmpul sion to the ordi nance. But apparently once it is done, the
ordi nance remains in sone manner so that the deceased person can
take advantage of it later if s/he changes his/her mnd.

RECI PI ENT OF ORDI NANCE

One ot her idea conmes to m nd when consi dering what happens in
this priesthood nediated process where a proxy is performng
ordi nances for a third person. |Is it possible that the departed
m ght actually co-occupy the same three-di nensi onal space as the
nortal body is, thereby being able to personally undergo the
ordinance? It is true that the Lord placed enmty between Satan
and his followers and nortals, thereby preventing them from
occupying nortal bodies, but there is nothing to suggest that
followers of Christ are to be prevented from sonehow nonentarily
co- occupyi ng anot her's body during an ordinance. This is clearly
heretical doctrine, but one wonders whether it is not sonme how
possi bl e or probabl e.

What ever the actual mechanical truthis, thereis sone sort of
a one-to-one correspondence sonmewhere between the one who has
departed and the one who is standing in as proxy. Al things in
the POS reduce to nechanical steps and this is no exception | am
sure, although we can't fathomthem at present.

6The state of mind of the subject is the issue here. And note that this reference is to the SPIRIT
mnd, not the nortal one. |If the spirit mindisinastate of humlity, is relaxed and open, if it is desirous
of hearing sonething, then, it is at least partially prepared for such an experience. However, there are
probably other paraneters of the state of mind that nmust in "in tune" for this rare experience to occur.



