with darkness. To these after death go

1l
"Worlds there are without suns, covered up
the ignorant, slayers of self..."

|
_ISHA, THE UPANI SHADS
(Swam Prabhavananda 19?7:27)

L}
"OF all the conceptions of the human m nd
fromunicorns to gargoyles to the hydrogen
bonmb perhaps the nost fantastic is the
bl ack hole."

|
_The Search for Black Hol es I

I (KS THORNE 1974) " I
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| NTRODUCT1 ON:

Anmong t he nore perpl exi ng questions raised by the i nformation
that has been reveal ed about the POS is that which inquires into
the location and nature of a thing om nously referred to as "Quter
Dar kness. "{'} W know little about it, but there are non-LDS
faiths that have simlar conceptions, as is indicated by the
scripture above from the Upani shads which specifically refer to
"darkness" and "slayers of the self" as characteristics of these
worl ds.{? And note the plurality of the H ndu conception of this
state or condition. The reference to "slayers of self" seens
particul arly germane here because anyone assigned to this | ocation
has effectively slain hinself eternally.

WHAT I T IS LI KE:

The Hi ndu conception of this place is as stated: no suns (note
plural nunber), and "covered" w th darkness. Altogether a grim
soundi ng place for sun worshipers like us westerners. But let's
turn to | ocal considerations. Al'l of the doctrinal information
about "outer darkness" is derived from l|atter-day scriptures.
Anmong the things LDS believe about this |ocation are the fol |l ow ng:

First, it is a place or a state reserved for those who have
been utterly naughty to the point of being beyond t he

pal e, being beyond redenption forever;

Second it is a location which is dark, wthout |ight or
novenent of any ki nd;

Third, any spirits conS|gned to OD apparently retain their
"body" in that |ocation.{"}

1The title of this article uses one of the names given to a particular bad hell by Tantric Buddhists,
ot her nanes being the Hell of the 'Spiked Tree', or "Hll of Spikes', and which is |ocated just bel ow the Col d
Hells. Inthis Hell, the evil doer iIs trapped inside atriangle and is subjected to punishnment for "ages which
are al nost inmreasurable." (Evans-Wentz 1960: xxxii)

We will abbreviate Quter Darkness as "OD', a rather neat acronym

2Evans-Wentz (1960: 63) also states this about a Buddhist hell that is conmparable: "....and in the
fourth (realm inmmediately beneath the Heavens, from which, like the fallen angels of Christian belief, they
wer e expel |l ed on account of their pride, dwell the '"Ungodly Spirits', the Asuras (Tib. Lha-ma-yin), or Titans,
who, as rebels, live and die wagi ng unending war with the gods above."

Th| s little doctrine presents difficulty to SMD which generally concludes that the MORTAL body is goi ng
to be resurrected. SMD nekes that a much sought-after thing, one of the objectives we are to pursue vigorously
here in nortality. But | suspect that npbst LDS who are enanored of the idea of the actual resurrection of the
nortal body have no idea of the potentl al doctri nal problemcreated by the juxtaposition of this doctrine that
Sons of Perdition will retain their "bodies

The dil enma actual Iy derives fromthe lack of information about how these Sons are goi ng to be handl ed
through the judgnent and resurrection. The specific problemhas to do with the resurrection: do these Sons
experience the resurrection? On one hand one is tenpted to say that they do not because they were so naughty.
SMD inparts a glory to the resurrection process. If it is a glorification of the body, then how can these
nasties get one of the goodies? Doesn't that seemlike a contradiction? O course, it is possible, though
beyond our conprehension right now, that it is possible toretain the spirit body eter nal | y in an unresurrect ed
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Fourth, the location is a particularly horrible place, so
horrible, in fact, that the Lord refuses to even show it in
detail to a prophet.

The Doctrine and Covenants states that OD is such a terrible
pl ace that the extent of its terribleness is not even reveal ed. It
says that a sanple of its qualities will be shown to certain
i ndi viduals after which the vision will be pronptly shut up. It
that is so, why is it so? Wuld seeing it be deleterious to the
Vi ewer ? O would the viewer sonehow know sonething that he
shoul dn't know, that mght affect the rest of his testing?

WHERE I T | S

In regards to location, one of the nobst obvious suggestions
woul d be a different dinensioned reality. This isn't nuch of a
guess for two reasons: first, it is so obvious, and second, because
we don't even know whet her such realities exist. But if there were
such a thing as a single dinensioned world, then outer darkness
m ght be such a place. An individual stuck there would be unable
to nove, there would be no light, etc. so it would be a horrible
place for individuals who had experienced nmulti-dinmensioned
freedom An obvious clinker for this idea is the body. Qur bodies
are nulti-dinmensioned things (aren't they?) in which case they
could not be retained in a single dinensioned world. But this is
only a snag for this little theory if the assunption that bodies

are retained in OD is true, which nay not be true. | say this
because, once nore, | do not believe that it is the nortal body
that noves on into the remainder of eternity. It is the spirit

state. Gven the conditions to which it would be subjected, it is likely that being in that condition woul d
be horribly painful, psychically, rather than physically. Perhaps the O d Testanent threats of eternal fire
and brinstone for sinners actually refers to TH S condition, because | doubt that it will refer to those of us
who renain in one of the "good" heavens.

As noted in chapter 42. RESURRECTI ON AND METALLURGY | cannot accept the doctrine that the nortal body
is actually raised up to undergo resurrection. And, curiously enough, this little tw st involving resurrected
bodi es for these Sons indirectly supports nmy contention. Note that in this nodel it is believed that the body
that is the subject of the netanorphosis and resurrection is the spirit itself. So if these Sons nanaged to
make the right choice in the first Big Conference, they did earn sonething that Satan, et al, mssed out on.
And the present discussion obviously suggests that "bodies" of sonme sort was one of the things that they nay
have been involved in being "cast out". (In fact, it nmakes one begin to suspect that denial of sone sort of
spirit-hardeni ng ordi nances may have been the principle way that Satan and conpany were "cast out". They could
have remained right "where" we all were, but by not having the next type of "body", they were then separated
from and unable to communicate with, those who did receive it. This is totally unattested doctrine, but when
we follow any attested doctrine outward a ways, we run into these curious ideas that begin to sound pl ausible.)

In any event, we note that there appears to be sone sort of explanation for this bodies-for-Sons
doctrine. They received sonething nore than Satan did. So when they die and are consigned to OD, their spirits
wi I I have nore "substance" than Satans does EVEN W THOUT havi ng undergone the resurrection.

In fact, it begins to appear that the way the Sons end up in OD eternally is by being DEN ED
resurrection. And since they fail to be caught up into one of the glories by that tenpering process, they wll
float down or out to a lightless existence.

And note that this conception suggests that one of the major purposes of the resurrection is to sonehow
confirmthe effect of the Atonenent on Adamis sin. Typically, SMD suggests that all that was needed to overcone
Adamis fall was for the Atonement to occur. But here it appears that that was nmerely the first half of the
reversal process. There nust also be a final tenpering through the application of priesthood ordi nances in the
formof the resurrection sequence or protocol, which conplete the process of reversing the effects of the Fall
to allowus to return to the Father.
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itself, which does constitute a body, that is noving.{%

BLACK HOLES?

Anot her candidate for the location of OD is a black hole.
Per haps these bizarre things, although they are no nore bizarre
than the holy ghost itself, are actually outer darkness. A black
hol e exerts such an intense gravitational pull that even light is
cannot escape fromit. As any matter enters, it undergoes profound
deformation and distortion. |If a spirit were consigned to such a
| ocation, it would be deforned and incapable of novenent, |ight
woul d not be there, etc. So, of the few candi dates, a black hole
is one of the nore interesting, though it is probably not true.
Further investigation of the possible characteristics of black
hol es shows why. Sonme theorists suggest that black holes are
actually conduits between universes, with the matter captured in
our universe flowing out into whatever universe is "attached" to
the other side of the hole.{%

One of the problems with the suggestion that black holes are
Perdition is the manner in which they are theorized to work. And
the way they work depends on whether they are rotating or
stationary. Zukav notes that stationary black holes would suck
matter directly into their center into a sinqularity{G} f romwhence
it could spill out into another universe. {} However, if it is
rotating, then the captured matter could mss the singularity at
its center and energe into another time and another place in
another - or even TH'S- universe through "Einstein-Rosen

By now you can probably give this reference for additional information on the resurrection: chapter
44. RESURRECTI ON AND METALLURGY.

5I can't enter into this argunment, but it seens peculiar to have a gravitational field so strong that
not hi ng can escape out of it into our universe, including photons, but that it nay be possible for stuff to fall
out of the bottominto another universe. Wy isn't that stupendous gravity operational at the opening on the
back side of the black hol e?

Since this possibility is conjectured by specialists, there nust be some sort of evidence to
substantiate it, and | would guess that it has to do with the fact that the sinple-mnded, three dinensional
nmodel | amusing in the previous statenent is not the one the cosnologist is using. In his nodel, there wll
be some sort of |inkage across or between or through or under or around or in spite of space-time that wll
accommodat e the flow of matter/energy.

In any event: if the black hol e does serve as a vortex between universes, it cannot be the drunk tank.
But if the black hole does in fact capture and hold within itself matter/energy, then it is a weak candidate
for the honor of being our Avitchi Hell.

6 . . . . . .
And that is the sort of thing that our own universe is theorized to have arisen from

7
Zukav notes that

"At the black hole singularity all of the |laws of physics break down conpletely, and even space and
tine disappear." (1979:205)

And this | oss of the space-tinme continuumgives rise to the possibility that the captured matter can nove into
ot her universes- where ever they are.
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bridges".{® If black holes are the source of other universes,
then it is unlikely that SOPs{°} would go there because they
woul dn't remain there. They would just flow out into a new
uni ver se

But this idea raise other interesting ideas. SMD suggests
that these Sons will reside with Satan and conpany. So if ODis in
bl ack holes, then Satan will be there as well.{'} And this causes
one to ask whether black holes mght have any particular
relationship to the black force or priesthood. Hard to say, but
i nteresting. However, if black holes are actually the source of
new universes as is being suggest by recent scientific
announcenents, then they can't be outer darkness.

HOW TO GET THERE:

What is nost peculiar about this OD-doctrine is the fact that
there is only one sin that qualifies an individual for conpul sory
adm ssion. Note well that it is only one sin that nerits this
bi zarre puni shnent. No others are nentioned. One of the
unanswered question about this sin is this: does a single
occurrence of the sin qualify one for the trip, or are nmultiple
occurrences tolerated up to a limt, or are there degrees of
quality of the sin, with only the really "bad" ones qualifying.
The latter is probably true.

In the scanty revelations about OD, the sin is only tersely
descri bed: one denies the Holy Ghost. That's all. No ot her
details. No real explanation of how one does it, etc. {*} This
nastiest sinis called the "unpardonabl e" sin, a designation which
obviously inplies that there are sins which are 'pardonable.'{'%

But this sinple sounding sinis doubtless the nost conplicated

of themall. And a rash of question spring up here |ike nushroons
after a spring rain. Following are a few of the nore obvious
guesti ons:

Note the fascinating difference: the Einstein-Rosen bridges could nove the matter to another |ocation
in our own universe.

9
I know nore than one manager who has al ready concluded that SOPs belong in OD.

10The limted revel ati ons about OD are silent on the nunber of OD's. |s there only one, or could there
be nmore? Reference is nade to "CQuter Darkness," but that is a nass noun as well as a countable noun, so it
is possible that OD could be located in nmultiple |locations, though we can't guess at whether that nmeans there
is only one with annexes in those |ocations, or whether there are nore discrete Qds.

11 . . . . . . . .
Some Gas have el aborated a bit on this sin and its mechanism but there isn't any easily accessible

description that I know of that tells us just what occurs.

12Thi s differentiation of sins into categories or classes is interesting. This begins to sound a bit
like the Catholic distinction between venial and cardinal sins. However, the LDS category of world-class sins
consi sts of one.

Here's a tightly argued idea: it is true that we are all going to be committing sins which are not
pardoned. This nust be true, because if all sins were pardoned, there would be no spectrum of rewards. So
there are, in this narrow sense, nore than one unpardoned sins after the resurrection. But this is splitting
hai rs: THE unpardonable sin is denial of the holy ghost.
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First, why is it so horrible to deny the holy ghost?
Second, how does one deny hin{*}?

Third, what is the nechanism that leads to this sort of
horri bl est of horrible punishnents?

Let's ook at these question in that order now.

1. VWHY IS IT BAD TO DENY THE HOLY GHOST?

There is very little fuzzy speculation to offer as an answer.
This probably surprises you given the quantity of unabashed
specul ation up to this point, but it's true. And it highlights the
nmyst eri ousness of the holy ghost and his/her role in the PCS and in
our lives. The earlier chapter, 27. HOLY GHOST, offered little
substance as well. You recall, unless you are just dipping
randomy into this norass, that there was basically a set of
guestions, with no explanations. But whatever or whoever s/he is,
it is apparent that denying hinfher | eads to the severest penalties
reserved by the Lord for us devel opi ng enmbryos. {*%}

The next question one asks here is, why is denying the holy
ghost worse than denying the Savior? A sinple mind like mne
sonmehow thinks -logically?- that it would be a worse sin to deny
the Savior and Redeemer who suffered for wus, who is the
i nternedi ary between us and the father and who makes redenption
possi ble, rather than this non-person in the Godhead who floats
around hel ping us be good if we deserve it. The Redeener seens to
be a nore likely person the denial of whom should nerit such
terrible punishnent. But that is reserved for the only unenbodi ed
nmenber of the godhead which totally nystifies nme. This obviously
enphasi zes that the holy ghost is sonething vastly nore inportant
t han nost of us under st and.

An untrained mnd also asks how it is that murder and ot her
nasty sins don't merit such punishnent. During our upbringing,
we are generally lead to believe that sins of a sexual nature,
along with nmurder, are the worst things we can do. No LDS nom
includes in her litany of big "S es" (snoking, swearing, sex and
stealing) to her offspring the adnonition to be careful about
"Sinning against the holy ghost'. | ndeed, if one suggested to
t hese fervent, energetic nons that they ought to include this S-
doctrine in the list, they would | augh and offer hinmher a strait

13
At this point you might consult chapter 27. HOLY GHOST for a brief discussion of the npst puzzling
entity. O all of the puzzling SMY Christian doctrines, this one is the npbst enignmatic. One supposes, then,
that this is the reason that the punishnent for offending himis equally enignatic. Even the nechani smof the

atonenent and the resurrection is no nore enigmatic.

14 ) A . .
Wthin the context of this nodel, it is noted that the Lord probably does very little direct
intervention to or on these spirits. They have created what they have created out of their souls and the
priesthood takes care of the rest.
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j acket before calling for a counsel or.

So why don't LDS nons and dads worry about this? The answer
to this is tied up with the answer to the next of the three
guestion |isted above.

2. HOW DCES ONE DENY H M?

At this point, it seenms we need to |l ook at definitions for a
nonment . Just what is neant by "denial"” of this personage? It is
not easy to propose anything concrete, though there is a general
sense of sonmehow saying he isn't a real person or he isn't a good
person, etc. But that doesn't really help.

The next tack is to take a bit fromthe mai nstreamof SMVD, a
bit that may be as much folklore as doctrine, but which is
obvi ously perpetuated precisely because this denial-of-the-holy
ghost business is so problematical for us all. Thi s statenent
asserts that the only people who can deny the holy ghost are those
who have intensely personal know edge of him And it is further
asserted that this neans that only general authorities will be in
that position because the rest of us do not devel op that deep of a
relationshipwith him Most of us, even those of us who do nmerit
hi s whi sperings on occasion, do not have any conprehensi on of who
he is.

Thi s concept then rai ses another startling idea: perhaps those
who actually get to know hi mwell enough to deny himactually ' see
him And perhaps the nortal then discovers who he really is or
what he really is. And finally, that information about his true
identity alters the nortal in sone unchangeabl e manner that pl aces
the nortal spirit in a peculiar state of jeopardy. Per haps there
is even an ordi nance associated with learning the identity of the
holy ghost. But whether there is or not, the know edge itself
apparently alters the nortal's spirit in some remarkable way
cannot be reversed without severe, major damage to the spirit.{"}

It is also possible that there is nothing to do with neeting
him rather there is sinply a deep interdigitation of spirits
This close contact would yield sonme sort of extraordinary
i nformation that would provide the nortal with a sure know edge of
things that otherwise would only be held in faith. O the
i ndi vidual would develop sone other sort of understanding or
conprehensi on that cannot otherw se be obtained. And then, once
that knowl edge was held, its denial would be unpardonable and

unf or gi vabl e. It would be tantamount to denying one's own
exi stence and identity. But for me, even if this is an
approxi mati on of the truth about the sin, I still cannot conprehend

why it is that the servant of the Godhead should be so nuch nore

15
One al so speculates on the 'tinme period during which one can sin against the |ight. SMD obviously
confines itself to nortality. But might it not be possible that in the PE or in postnortality that sonme of us
will be in a position to know the holy ghost sufficiently well to deny hinf

If so, then this sheds some l[ight on what exists in those phases: the organization of the church of
Chri st
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i mportant than the savior or the Father for that matter.

3. WHAT IS THE SOUL- DESTROYI NG MECHANI SM?

The third question is pronpted by this nodel because one of
its fundanental prem ses is the conception that what happens to us
in the final analysis is specifically related to what we did to
oursel ves, choices we nade, etc. The assunption is that we are
materially, physically, or '"spiritually' altering the very matter

of our spirits through our choices and actions. So, one asks,
what does one have to do to the holy ghost to upset him-or Hm
enough to earn this reward. No suggestions are forthcomng. |If

there is indeed a nmechanical relationship between the denial and
the nature of our spirits, then the sin nust alter sonmething in the
nortal spirit. And the alteration is apparently so severe that it
is irreparable.

The I ast point to make about ODis the fact that there i s not
a scrap of evidence to suggest that repentance is possible after

this sin has been commtted. If that is true, it is one nore
i ndi cati on of how peculiar this sin is of sinning against the holy
ghost . This contrasts with alnpst all other nortal sins.

Repentance is possible for them even the taking of life. Note,
however, that there is one other sin that cannot be repented of in
this world, and probably not in the next: suicide. The first
reason it cannot be repented of during nortality is obvious. But
the speculation offered in chapter 31. OBESITY, ALCOHOLI SM AND
SUl Cl DE about the effect of suicide on a spirit suggests that it

will not be repeatable in the next world either. In light of this
peculiar simlarity, recall the quote at the beginning of this
chapter from the Upani shads. It is stated that this place of
darkness is reserved for those who are "slayers of self." That
seens to be an apt description of the sin which captures this
bi zarre relationship. One speculates, wthout reaching a
concl usi on, on whether one who suicides will be consigned to OD,

but given the incredible effect of suicide on one's spirit matter,
it would not be surprisingif their penalty m ght not be conparable
to, or even the sanme as, that of those who deny the holy ghost.

But one still is puzzled why denial of the holy ghost is so
much nore severe that denial of the Christ. There are nortals who
have actually seen Hm but there is nothing in the LDS canon that
even i ntimates that one who has seen H mwoul d be severely puni shed
for denying Hmthereafter. Wy the difference? Wy is the holy
ghost so different?

RESURRECTI ON AND SOPs:

But wwthin SMD, there is a special footnote regarding the Sons
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of Perdition and the resurrection. {*} It appears that the few
nortals who nerit that judgnment will sonmehow take their bodies with
them And it has been suggested, though | don't know the reference
for this suggestion, that on the basis of having nortal bodies,
these failed nortals will sonehow exerci se dom ni on over Satan and
conpany. That is a problematic doctrine for us here. |f Satan has
been Satan for other worlds, and if he is the supervisor of evil,
then it is difficult how someone as experi enced and powerful as he
can be nade subservient to a few upstarts from this world who
basi cal | y acknowl edged his power in spite of know edge of the truth
of good. So it is difficult to see how having a nortal body wll
best ow superiority over Satan.

| ndeed, it is possible that Satan hinself is a failed nortal
fromanother world far off in tine-space. And if that is so, then
he, too, possesses the remmant of a nortal body, whatever it is, so
woul d exercise the same sort of power attributed to our brothers
who earn outer darkness fromthis world.

But whatever the case, given the belief in this nodel that the
nortal body is not going to be resurrected, then this 'doctrine' is
nmoot. There is nothing to discuss, so the argunent is an enpty
one.

DAUGHTERS OF PERDI TI ON

It is noteworthy -though not understandable- that there is
reference to females being consigned to OD. Only nales are
described as being sent there. Is that nerely an artifact of
| anguage and its haphazard way of handl i ng gender references, or is
evi dence of some truth? |If it indicates a truth, then we ask the
unanswer abl e question, why are fenales not going to be consigned
there? Three possibilities, at |east, exist:

1) females will never be bad enough to qualify for that
assi gnment .

2) females will never experience the degree of know edge t hat
is required for that assignnent. O

3) there really are no fermales in the post-resurrection
wor | d. {'"}

Take your pick.

SPI RI T NERVES:

¥ THIS IS THE WRONG REFERENCE - should it be to the

resurrection chapter? Look it up, dummy.  (see chapter 49. AVITCH HELL: OUTER
DARKNESS for details.)

17
See Chapter 21. MALE AND FEVALE CREATED HE THEM for a discussion of this gender business and our
perception of its persistence into the celestial world.
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Recall for a nonent the scriptures about all of the terrible
suffering done in hell, of worns dying not, of endl ess seas of fire
and brinstone, etc. Those highly figurative, nost |ikely un-
literal statements nonethel ess do convey sonething significant: in
certain circunstances spirits are going to suffer trenmendously for
sins of sone types, which were not repented of. |If we grant that
spirits can feel pain, the obvious consequence |s the inplication
that spirits have sone sort of nervous system {'®}. That is nost
curi ous.

Previ ously, we suggested that the nervous system of norta
bodi es existed as an organic conmunication network so that the
brain could receive information from and send nmessages to |inbs,
recei ve sensory data, etc. That concept suggested that spirit
matter didn't need a nervous system But the business of suffering
in the next life indicates that spirits do in fact have sone sort
of ability to hurt.

CONCLUSI ON:

VWhatever OD is, it is a terrible place. Few people will be
consi gned t hereto. Slnnlng agai nst the holy ghost is the adm ssion
ticket, a ticket nost of us will fortunately be unable to buy{'}.

We grant that this is an over-sinplification in on sense because we doubt that they really have nerves
at all. But reference to nerves seens appropriate as an anal ogy to the anatonmy of nortal bodies.

19
Tantric Buddhism as already noted above in the chapter quote, believes in horrible hells for those
who fall from high Ievels of achievenent:

"Extraordi nary nen. who are teachers of recondite doctrines such as those of Thubka, who was hinself

"hard to overcone.' seem not to have falled to warn | esser brethren against their dangers. It is
commonly said in Tibet of the so-called 'heroic' npdes of extrem st Yoga, that they waft the disciple
with the utnost speed either to the heights of Nirvana of to the depths of Hell. For the aspirant is
conpared to a snake which is nade to go up a hollow bamboo. It nust ascend and escape at the top, at

the peril otherwi se of falling down. Notwithstanding these warnings nany of the vul gar, the vicious,
the m sunderstanding and the fools who play with fire have gone to Hells far nore terrible than those
Wmch await human frailties in pursuance of the common life of nen whose progress is slow if sure.
"Bl ack Sal vation', though an advanced disciple, msinterpreted his teacher's doctrine and consci ously
identifying hinself with the world-evil fell into Hell. In time he rose therefromand incarnating at
first, in gross material forms, he at length manifested as a great Rutra, the enbodi ment of all
wi ckedness.  The Tibetan Rutra here spoken of and the Indian Rutra seemto be etynologically the sane,
but their neaning is different. Both are fierce and terrible spirits; but a Rutra as here depicted is
essentially evil, and neither the Lord of any sensual celestial par adi se, nor the Cosm c Shakti which
| oosens forns. A Rutra is rat her what in sone secret circles is called...an Adhatna, or a soul upon
the Iower and destructive path." (1978:651)

That chapter then goes on to tell the horrible Ti betan | egend of Matam Rutra, referred to above as 'Black
Sal vation', an appropriate nanme for sons of perdition. 'Black Salvation' is referred to "as the pride of Egoi sm
inits nost terrible form' He was ultimtely saved, but note how this occurred:

"He was, through the G orious One, redeened by the suffering which attends all sin"
and further, he

"..became the "Dark Defender of the Faith"

after being saved. Curious references that parallel Christian doctrine in obscure ways.



