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"If a grammar does not have recursive devices (closed
| oops, as in (8), inthe finite state gramar) it wl]l
be prohibitively conplex. |If it does have recursive
devi ces of sonme sort, it will produce infinitely many
sentences. "

Il
- SYNTACTI C STRUCTURES
(Chonmsky 1957: 24)
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| NTRODUCT1 ON:

This nodel of the evolution of our spirits, starting from
the point of their creation or birth far away in space-tine,
flow ng through a sequence of testing phases, and culmnating in
a termnal state, creates the inpression that these states and
phases are linearly and obligatorily sequenced. That is, the
nodel inplies that each step of the spirit nmetanorphosis is
obligatorily sequenced in relationship to the two adj acent steps
it is "between": one step is always to the '"left' and the other
is always to the '"right," one is always 'before' and the other is
"after.’

This concept of sinple linear sequencing fits with our
nortal conception of the flow of tinme as neasured on our clocks
and cal endars, so we accept that inpression along with the rest
of the nodel. However, it is possible that there exist
rel ati onshi ps between -or across- the various steps other than
this linear sequence of rel ationships that appears as pearls on a
strand of silk.

Wthin the transformati onal arsenal of arcana, different
types of ordering relationships are postulated.{'} W will
exam ne sone of those possibilities here. The specific ordering
rel ati onships we will comment on are:

1) disjunctive
2) conjunctive
3) mrror-inmage
4) enbedded

5) criss-crossed
6) circular

7) spira

W will also examine the transitions that occur between
phases, seeking conmonalities that m ght reduce to a single set
of procedures, which would be termed ordi nances within SVD,
whi ch, as already noted above, we claimare a nerely subset of
t he one over-reachi ng endowrent {?}.

CONJUNCTI ON vs DI SJUNCTI ON

Let's start with a pair of relationships described as
ei ther "conjunctive" or "disjunctive". The first termindicates

1This is the nost obscure chapter of themall. Few of us concern ourselves with formally describing
ordering rel ati onships. However, this is another dinmension of a theory that deserves attention

We will only touch on a few of the garden-variety types, recognizing that transfornationalists have
witten books and devoted synposia to the topic

This bears repetition. Elegance in a nodel derives fromsinplicity which has broad power, and is
capabl e of capturing or accounting for a wide range of data. A single endowrent, which iterates either
partially or conpletely, between phases, is an elegant concept in this respect.
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that two el enments of some sort may -or in some cases nust- appear
together in an utterance. The sinplest exanple of this sort of
obligatory ordering is the conjunction "and". Wenever this word
is used, it indicates that two things, one BEFORE it and anot her
AFTER it, nust be joined in the utterance. Noone ends a sentence
with this conjunction. For exanple, the sentence

(1) John went to town and.

is an ill-fornmed{® sentence precisely because AND i s dangli ng,
i mplying that sonething will follow, as is the case in

(2) John went to town and bought a pound of nails.

On the other hand, the disjunctive type of relationshipis
one where sone elenments are not allowed to appear together.

Ei t her one or the other of a pair -or nore- nmay appear, but not
both. A semantic exanple of this type of relationship would be
any pair of words which inply opposite conditions. Sonething
cannot be hot AND cold sinultaneously.{%

A syntactic exanple would be the disjunction of active and
passive verb forns. No active sentence can have a passive verb
formas its nmain verb, nor can an otherw se passive sentence have
an active verb as its main verb. After considering these two
rel ati onal concepts, and searching for themin this nodel, it
beconmes evident that they do have several, though limted,
appl i cati ons.

For exanple, no two steps/phases of the netanorphosis can be
si mul taneously, i.e. conjunctively, occupied by a spirit. The
spirit can be in the PE or in PM but it cannot occupy both
concurrently. Therefore, the two states-of-being and the three
testing phases are disjunctively ordered. In a simlar nmanner,
the termconjunctive seenms to have a highly limted application
it appears to apply only within phases. For exanple, within the
nortal phase, baptism and bestowal of the holy ghost are
obligatorily conjunctive.{®} |If one occurs, the other nust also
occur.

So these terns do seemto have limted application in this

That transformational -ese which nmeans 'ungrammatical’ or incorrect or whatever traditional termis
used to denote a sentence that is somehow incorrect.

4I-lowever, note here that if a speaker insists on using both nenbers of the pair in an environnent
where they typically appear alone, a hearer who believes the speaker knows what s/he is saying, and
therefore is attenpting to conmuni cate sonething unusual, will then force his/her understanding to search
for or create sone sort of neaning that is not going to be a standard neaning. Various literary techniques
actually rely on this type of abnormal relationship for their effect. HOT and COLD woul d be such a pair,
as woul d SWEET and SOUR. But a contradictory pair that sets up a nearly inpossible semantic condition when
enpl oyed together woul d be CONJUNCTI VE and DI SJUNCTIVE. Only a highly abnormal, convol uted condition can be
imagi ned to enable the listener to find logic and nmeaning in such a pairing. Sonet hi ng cannot be
si mul t aneously both of these things.

5 . . .
The use of the term ' nmandatory' illustrates that there are actually tw subsets to the conjunctive

set. One set requires elements to always co-occur. The other set allows el ements to co-occur, but does not
mandate it.
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nodel of the metanorphosis, but they do not provide any
particular insight that we didn't have already. W nust | ook
into the other types of relationships to see whether they are
applicable to the phases of the netanorphosis. Chonsky borrowed
fromlogic and, as noted above, added other types of | ogical
relationships to transformational argot. Three of them are:
mrror-inmge, enbedded and criss-crossed relationships. Do these
terms illum nate anything about this nodel? Let's |ook at each
in this same order

M RROR- | MAGE RELATI ONSHI PS:

Look at the mrror-imge possibility first. This type of
rel ati onship consists of a sequence of elenents that start at one
poi nt, progress sequentially to another point, at which point
that sanme set of steps is elaborated in the reverse order it
initially was presented.{ ®%  For exanple, take a sequence of
three items, A, Band C. |If they unfolded in that order, the
chai n thereby produced woul d be:

(3 A-B-C
Then if the m dpoint of the sequence is reached right after C,
then this sequence woul d be repeated in reverse order, so the
second half of the chain would be:

(4) C-B- A

The conplete mrror-inage sequence generated by these three itens
in the two segnents woul d be:

(5 A-B-C*C-B- A

with the asterisk denoting the center of the sequence.{"}

6 .
The nanme derives fromthe fact that this type of sequence is created Wnen one holds a mirror up to

an utterance or picture and scans across the resulting i mage that consists of the 'real' itemand its
"mrror-image' in the mirror.

There is a fairly comon application of this concept in the world of verbal games. They are called
palindromes (G eek: backward+run). Uterances are created such that they can be read fromleft to right or

right to left with the same nmeaning being expressed in either case. It is renmarkable just how I ong these
creations are, running into paragraphs in some cases.

7Note that there are actually two subsets of the mirror-image set. One sub-set has a null m dpoint,
as in ABC. CBA where the two hal ves are reversed and identical: ABC and -CBA. 'C is a nenber of both
hal ves of the sequence. This entails a null point between the two sequences as the pivot or center of the
sequence. W use the asterisk as the null pivot in (5) as a device to designate the turning point of the
sequence.

The other sub-set has as its pivot a non-null mdpoint such that a menber of the sequence stands
alone in that position, and is not repeat ed, nor found as an elenment in either of the mrror halves. For
exanple, the word CIVIC has the letter 'V as the mdpoint, it thereby being a non-null pivot, with Cl- on
the left and
-ICon the right. 'V is un-doubled and doesn't belong to either half.

Those school ed nore deeply in these matters probably have uni que names to designate the two types of
mrror images.
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So, one asks whether this relationship is manifested in the
met anor phosis. The conclusion we reach is that it is not. There
is no backwards ordering{® of the conditions and phases. There
is no point that we know of where a spirit goes backwards into a
phase al ready traversed, so the concept of mrror-inage ordering
will be discarded forthwith{®}. That this concept doesn't apply
to this nodel is not surprising because the netatheoretical
conditions, especially the Accretion Condition, require that
spirit devel opnent be progressive, assum ng obedi ence of the
spirit. As spirits nove from phase to phase, their devel opnent
is intended to be accretional and progressive, therefore there
wi Il never be a reversing of direction.{'

EVMBEDDED RELATI ONSHI PS:

Next, we ask if enbedded, also terned 'nested
rel ati onships exist in this nodel. An enbedded relationship is
harder to conprehend than a mrror-inmage one. In an enbedded
relationship, an entity of sone sort is enbedded or nested within
anot her entity which surrounds it or holds it like a matri x.
Placing a brick into a newy poured cenent sidewal k illustrates
this concept. The brick is thereby enbedded, or nested, within
the cenent matrix which surrounds it. One of the salient
characteristics of this sort of relationship is the fact that
there may be a fair degree of autonony between the enbedded
element and its matrix. It may have a minimal relationship to
t he supPorting structure, though each part nust be well -
formed{*'}. But this requirenent that each part nust be well -
formed is, nonetheless, a link between the two that nmanifests
itself in ternms of sonme sort of limtation on one part or the
ot her.

For exanple, in the sentence,

(6) WMary, who had brown hair, was Tommy's sister

the clause "who had brown hair" is enbedded within the min
sent ence,

8Even the interrupted devel opment of spirits who suicide or those who earn Avitchi Hell is precisely
that: interrupted. (See Chapter 33 OBESITY, ALCOHOLI SM AND SUI CI DE for details about this natter.) No
backwar ds devel opment or regression in abilities is described in the sketchy SVMD canon, nor does the concept
seemto fit into SMD in general. Watever the traits they have acquired up to that point will probably be
retai ned, though further devel opment is apparently curtailed

H ndu and Buddhi st reincarnation could be this type of process for those individuals whose karna
wor sened, thereby causing themto be reborn in a lower life formon their return

10 ) . oo
Breaks in devel opnment are not intended, although they occur. Backsliding, etc. occurs often, but
accretion of positive experiences is nonethel ess the basic predisposition and purpose of the metanorphosis
and the post-netanorphic state

11 . . . . . .
Vel |l -formed is transfornational jargon that nmeans 'granmatical' in a general sense. I't applies

to the three donmins: senantic, norphological and syntactic
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(7) Mary was Tommy's sister.

True, in (6), there is an obvious semantic |ink between the two
elenments. But to illustrate the basic semantic independence of
the two elenments of this conplex sentence, a different clause
coul d be enbedded in (6) to produce:

(8 Mary, the tinme of day being three pm was Tommy's
sister.

This sentence is also well-formed, but the neaning is different.
Qoviously there is no mandatory semantic |ink between the matri X,
i.e. (7), and the enbedded sentence. But there remains the
subtl e syntactic |ink between the two which controls the form of
t he enbedded sentence, actually turning it into a dependant

clause. It doesn't even |ook like a sentence.{"}
To a non-specialist, there may not appear to be any
syntactical |inking between the two parts of (8). But there is a

basic requirement for this conpound sentence to be consi dered
wel |l -formed froma syntactic point of view The enbedded
sentence nust have its main verb nodified fromthe formit would
possess if it were a free-standing sentence, as in,

(9) The time of day is/was three pm

But it is possible to have two sentences conjoi ned such that
t hey each contains a main verb. But this is only possible when
they are in fact conjoined in the usual manner, as by a
coordi nating conjunction |ike "and". In this type of utterance,
there is no enbedding, rather there is coordinating, which is
sinply a linking together of elenents into a |long string, each
el enent bei ng ot herw se i ndependent of the other. Converting (8)
into a coordinated string yields,

(10) Mary was Tommy's sister, and the tinme of day was 3pm

In this admttedly peculiar sounding, but nonethel ess well-fornmed
sentence, in which the second sentence is a non sequitur, there
is not a semantic |ink between the two sentence. The two are
semantically independent. And both are well-formed, conplete,
active sentences.

So we ask, are there enbedded rel ati onships of this type in
this nodel of the POS? The answer probably nmust be offered on
two levels. |If we refer to cross-phase or global cross-
nmet anor phosi s rel ati onships, then it appears that there is
probably no significant enbeddi ng of phases or rel ationshi ps.

12This is an over-sinplification at a deeper syntactic |evel because the structure of the enbedded
clause is in fact dictated by it position within another sentence. (See 11) bel ow for another exanple.)
That is to say, if the underlying sentence fromwhich this clause is derived were standing alone, it would
itself be a conplete sentence: Mary has brown hair. So there is a syntactic correlation between the matrix

and the enbedded el ement.
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Each phase stands alone. But on the |evel of the function or
rel ati onship of phases to each other, it may well be that there
i s enbeddi ng of phases. For exanple, in the broadest sense, the
entire sequence of pre-existence/nortality/post-nortality could
be vi ewed as bei ng enbedded, or nested, in the |arger grouping of
pre- to post-conditions: | NTELLI GENCE- TO- | MMORTALI TY.
However, it is believed here that this question can only be
answered with the knowl edge that will be available after we | eave
t he net anorphosis, so we will |eave the question open for the
present .

But for the present work, nesting is judged to be
insignificant. W conclude this is so because the netatheory,
t hrough both the Linear Sequencing Condition and the Accretion
Condition, logically excludes significant enbeddi ng as part of
t he net anorphosis. Cross phase rel ati onshi ps appear to be nerely
sonme type of sequencing, with a sort of coordinating conjunction
at the cross-phase junctures.{'}

CRI SS- CROSSED RELATI ONSHI PS:

This type of relationship is the hardest of the five to
under stand. The basic relationship involved here is one where
there are several elenents in a sequence such that there are
I i nkages or rel ationships between two or nore non-adjacent
menbers of the sequence.

As an exanple, take this fairly conpl ex sentence:

(11) The boy, who was naned John, and who was 17 years ol d,
wanted to be a |inguist.

Li nkages in this exanple exist between "The boy" and:
(12) who was naned John
(13) and who was 17 years old
(14) wanted to be a |inguist

But the semantic |inkage that exists between the subject, THE BOY
of (11) and the clauses (13) and (14) crosses over the
intervening elenment (12). And since the linkage actually is bi-
di rectional between the nenbers of each pairs, the relationships
is termed criss-cross.

But note that there is also a syntactic criss-cross
relationship in these pairs. This is shown by the singular form
of the verb in (12) and (13), which nunber is dictated by the
nunber of the subject of the main sentence, which would be,

13 S . . . S
But it is not possible for the phases to be out of order, so the |inear sequencing condition also
entails a required order of the conditions and phases.
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(15) The boy wanted to be a linguist.

This illustrates the criss-crossing relationship both
semantically and syntactically.{'%}

So, do such relationships exist in this nodel of the PCS?
We believe that they do in sonme circunstances. The npbst obvi ous
exanpl e woul d be the rel ationship that exists between the status
assigned to a spirit in post-nortality and his performance in the
PE. That relationship, which obviously takes nortal perfornmance
into account, crosses over nortal performance to pick up the
performance in the pre-existence. Together these two sets of
evi dence which will determne the status granted in post-
nortality. The crossing over of nortality to retrieve PE data
is criss-crossing. But other than this sort of fairly trivial
application of this ordering relationship, it offers little
i nsight into cross-phase rel ati onshi ps.

Cl RCULAR RELATI ONSHI PS:

So far then, none of the five logical relationships has
really offered any insight into the inter-relationships of the
vari ous phases of the nmetanorphosis. Wile searching further for
a possible type of relationship that may provi de sone sort of
additional insight into the phases and conditions of this nodel,
we can consider that of a circle, which is not part of
transformati onal gramar. This ordering relationship prom ses
to provide nore insight into the |inkages between the phases of
t he net anor phosi s.

In this nodel, the circle can be viewed in either of two
ways: it can either be one grand circle starting with the birth
of the spirit, extending through all the testing phases and
endi ng at the point of resurrection, where celestial-qualified
beings will then repeat the circle through their own
creations.{'®} O, the circle inage can be used to represent
each of the testing phases, in which case, the netanorphosis
woul d consi st of three smaller circles which lead a spirit from
birth to the resurrection. But there is an inportant twist to
this second application of the circle analogy: each iteration of

14 ) . . Lo
You have all run into this sort of neat syntax in nursery rhymes. Renenber "This is the house the
Jack built"?

This is the house that Jack build.

This is the dog that lived in the house that Jack built.

This is the dog that worried that cat that lived in the house that Jack built.

This is the dog that worried the cat that ate the rat that lived in the house that Jack

built.

The thing runs to great length and is an exanple of criss-crossed rel ati onships.

15 . . . . . .
The interesting question here is: what about the non-cel estial beings? Do they sonehow conplete a
circle? What does this do to the circle nodel, or how does the circle nodel account for thenf
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the circle nmust not be flat, like a coinis when it lies flat on
a surface. Rather the circle described by each phase probably
shoul d be viewed as a sort of inclined plane that gradually
ascends upward. This then |eads us to the inmage of a slinky or
spiral, not a flat circle{'.

For the nmonment, the significance of this circle imge, one
whi ch has been applied in various ways to man's progression, is
that it illustrates several characteristics of the metanorphosis.
Taking the entire metanorphosis into account, the circle concept
can show that the nmetanorphosis is a conplete process, starting
and cul m nating at one point.{'} But at |evel of each phase,
the circle inmage may show that the various phases are actually
identical to each other in sone significant ways.{'} Each phase
may consi st of identical elenents, starting with the entrance
into and exit fromeach phase. And these elenents may be a
uni form set of ordinances that nerely reapply.

METAMORPHI C SEQUENCE

Let's show schematically the sequencing of these steps and
then apply the circle netaphor. To start with, inmagine the
follow ng informati on as being one long straight |ine:

RAW SPIRIT
| NTELLI GENCE DEATH{ *°} Bl RTH PRE- EXI STENCE = DEATH
1 2 3 4 5
MORTAL MORTALI TY DEATH POST- MORTAL
Bl RTH Bl RTH
6 7 8 9
POST- MORTALI TY DEATH Bl RTH | MMORTALI TY L ?
16There is another possible 'shape’ possible in this regards. |Instead of postulating a spiral as
the proper sequencing of the three active phases, one could invoke the inage of a sphere. 1s not a sphere a

set of circles of the same diameter, rotated around a common | ocus? So might we not view the cycle/circle
of the three phases as being segments of the surface of a sphere? Qbviously, there nust be nore than three
circles to conprise a conplete sphere, but there is nmerit to the sphere concept because it inplies a type of
unity that is absent in the image of a slinky that 'starts' at a point and ends at another. (W will

explore this in greater detail and amend this article as appropriate.)

17 ) . . . . . .
The problemfor this concept is the fact that it seens illogical that the starting point of a
sequence shoul d al so be its ending point.

But it is noted that the application of the circle inmage to the entire nmetanorphosis or only to
i ndi vi dual phases therefor are not nmutual ly exclusive concepts. The circle concept may apply at BOTH |l evel s
in a 3+" di nensional way, there sinply being different neanings derivable fromeach perspective.

19 ) Lo .
Problem we haven't a clue about whether there is any type of death that occurs to/in intelligence
when it is transforned into spirits. However, we will take a strong position here in defense of symetry
and postul ate the anal ogue of death. This will preserve our concept of a cycle of an ordi nance conpl ex.
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(JUDGMVENT)  ( RESURRECTI ON)
10 11 12 13 22

Figure 1.

These itens are nunbered 1 through 13 to denote their |inear
sequencing. This chain summarizes the states we go through,
starting with the Intelligence State and ending up in
Imortality. Examination of these elenents reveal s what appears
to be a small pattern of 3 itens that repeats:

(a) a state-of-being or a phase condition
(items 1, 4, 7 and 10)

(b) a death
(items 2, 5, 8 and 11)
(c) a birth
(items 3, 6, 9 and 12)
Figure 2.

This pattern is repeated four tinmes and ends in imortality, item
13, which may be the first nmenber of a fifth iteration of the
cycle.{?} But the pattern doesn't show up well in either Figure
1 or Figure 2, so let's re-display those elenents in a different
tabul ar form

A) [INTELLIGENCE  DEATH BIRTH]

1 2 3

B.) [PRE-EXISTENCE DEATH BIRTH]

4 5 6
C.) [MORTALITY DEATH  BI RTH]

7 8 9
D.) [POST-MORTALI TY DEATH Bl RTH]

10 11 12
E.) | MVORTALI TY

2OThis sequence | eads one to ask if there isn't in fact a possibility of some sort of repetition of
this pattern through eternity for celestials as gods rise fromlevels of godhoodness to the next, etc.?!
Most peculiar thought, but SMD does allow for some sort of progression for Gods, at least in ternms of the
nunber of creations. The problemwould be the idea of death+birth which doesn't seem possible so we'll
di smiss the idea.
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13 ?7?

Fi gure 3.

Consi deration of lines A- Din this figure shows that the unique el enent
of each iteration is the left nmenber of the set, the state-of-being or
phase.

But the [death+birth]{*} elenents are constant, so we specul ate that
they are perhaps conparabl e across phases.{?*} W say this because death
and birth nust be priesthood nedi ated processes, and within the franmework
of this nodel, it is assuned that there will be uniformty between
conpar abl e ordi nances, regardl ess of the precise point in the netanorphosis
they are applied to spirits. W speculate that this is true because we
beli eve the Parsinony Principle is true. |In this case, the Parsinony
Principle would argue for a sinple, elegant algorithmwhich would be
applied at the juncture between phases, whenever the conditions for its
application were satisfied.

To return to the sequencing of the stages of the netanorphosis, we
not ed above that one is not allowed to skip fromBto Dor Cto E, etc.

Al'l steps must be gone through in this precise order (at |least so far as we
know) . The steps cannot be traversed in any backward fashion. And in a
simlar vein, as far as we know, all spirits nust go through all of the
steps, if they are to conplete the nmetanorphosis. The only variation
allowed in how different spirits nove through the phases is in the anount
of "time" spent in each and in the precise point in eternity when each
phase is entered and exited. For exanple, Adam entered phase C nuch
‘earlier"{?} than we did, but that is irrelevant in terms of our testing.
And whil e Adam has finished his Phase C, and we are still in our Phase C,
there are spirits who still haven't even |eft Phase B. And it appears that
there spirits who have even gone through a resurrection so they have passed
onwar d.

1
Remenber that death and birth at the end of post-nortality is believed to be the judgnent and
resurrection.

22A fascinating parallel to this concept comes from Joseph Canpbell in his television series,
TRANSFORMATI ON OF MYTHS THROUGH TI ME, specifically in the edition WHERE PEOPLE LI VED LEGENDS. In referring
to the work of WB Yeats, A VISION, he utilized a diagram which Yeats had borrowed from an al chem cal work of
the 16th century. This diagramwas an illustration of the phases of the npon and he used it to denpnstrate
the phases of a person's life. The period of the first 8 days of the npon cycle was the first phase, at the
end of which an i1 ndividual "died" and gave up babyhood/ chil dhood things and noved into puberty. Then the
second phase ended around day 15 when puberty ended and was repl aced by adul thood, and so on.

The point here is that this concept of phases, described by Yeats and repeated by Campbell, is
essentially the same as the concept here of 'testing' phases which formthe basis of the active segment of
the netanorphosis. And equally inportantly, according to Canpbell and Yeats, the transition between phases
is always a [death+birth]. That is precisely what was 'discovered in the early drafts of this work.

As noted above, the three testing phases represent childhood, puberty and adul thood for our spirits,
and we cross the boundaries by a mythical process that appears to those who remain behind to be a death, the
mrror image of which appears to be birth to those who await us in the next phase when we appear.

23 . . . . . .
I wish we had a nore precise termto use here because tine isn't the issue. It is sonme other sort

of di mensi on.
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DEATH+BI RTH ORDI NANCES:

Look closer for a nonent at the ordi nance conplex that noves us from
phase to phase. W can find honorabl e support for this concept from none
ot her than Hugh Ni bl ey who al so noted that there was such a process. He
put it this way:

"...Every birth requires a gestation period, whether it is our birth
into this world froma pre-existent state or our birth into the next
after leaving this one."

-JOSEPH SM TH PAPYRUS
(Hugh Ni bley 1976:173)
(You can trust TH S citation!)

Hi s enphasis is actually on gestation periods, not [death+birth], but we
can take advantage of this statenent. He refers specifically to birth as
the process that noves us into the next phase. And, alnost by definition,
at least within the type of framework under discussion where spirits nove
bet ween a set of phases, birth into the succeedi ng phase can only occur
after a death in the prior one has occurred. {*} So we garner support
fromhimfor this concept.

Birth and death are intimately related, neither occurring al one. {*}
During nortality, we tend to view the two processes as bei ng opposite for
t he obvi ous reason that we cone in by birth at one end of our life span,
and we exit by the other. (Qbviously they are 'opposites'. But we also
often note that nothers are close to death in bearing children. By this
statenent, we usually nean that they personally are exposed to death. But
in this nodel they are not only close to their owm death due to the mgjor
risk of the child-birthing technol ogy prescribed for nortality, but they
are also 'adjacent' in sone real sense to the death of the spirit they are
prepared to receive. {*% They are vessels prepared to receive a deceased
party who died in prenortality as a precondition to making the trip into

24The sol e exception is probably the "birth" of our spirits fromintelligence. That process may not
be preceded by -or entail- a death. One may argue that rather than birth at that point, there is
"creation', but we are not sure that is nore than a semantic game. Alternatively, one could argue that
birth and death are in fact a single conplex of ordinances, some of which apply while others don't,
depending on the state of the entity undergoing the process. But even this doesn't seemto apply to the
birth/creation of spirits fromintelligence. It is a different process. Isn't it?

5
In the FitzG bbon bi ography of Dylan Thonas, the author states that Dylan tied these two processes
together in his poetry:

"Finally, there is what m ght be loosely called a Freudian synthesis in his poens between the
death-wi sh and the urge to procreate, expressed now through one set of immges, now another, often
through several sets sinultaneously: death and Iife cease to be antitheses, but are the yin and yang
of one great, mysterious process...Such, in crude oversinplification, was Dylan Thomas's princi pal

contribution to English poetry.
(FitzG bbon 1987: 100-1)

Hi s conception is not far different than that described here.

26 ) . . . Lo .
W will |eave the issue alone of when precisely this death of the PE spirit occurs during nortal

gestation. It is a significant issue, however.
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nortality. Death serves as the entryway into the birth process which is
the entryway into the next phase, and the only way to get from phase to
phase is to go through this sequence. {*}

SPI RAL LOOP AND PRI ESTHOCD:

So [death+birth] is a repetitive characteristic of this nodel, it
bei ng the technol ogy for novi ng between phases across the netanorphosis.
Since this ordi nance conpl ex does recur, it is not unreasonable to use the
concept of spiral |oops to synbolize each of the testing phases. This
makes t he

[ STATE- OF- BEI NG+DEATH+BI RTH]

sequence a type of sinple Turing machine, with perhaps only a few deci sion
nodes with iterative |loops that would allow the process to replicate
itself.{?®*} But in this nodel, the process appears to be delinited to a
speci fic nunber of iterations around those nodes.

There is another item which appears to be perhaps an exanple of a
circular, cross-phase ordinance. This is the endowrent di scussed above.
We believe that included in this endowrent is the birth ordi nance, which is
applied each tinme a spirit enters a succeedlng phase. Thi s neans t hat
there is probably only one |ong endownent {*°}, or that there is one
endownent which is repeated at each cross-phase junction. This is because
a spirit will pass through all stages of the endowrent -neaning each stage
of the endowrent that is revealed to and applied to spirits during each of
its phases- and at the point when it earns final glory with the Father, the
spirit wll be given the authority to personally apply the ordi nances to
new intelligence and resulting spirits. Then this circular endowent goes
through various iterations as the spirits progress fromone cycle to
anot her .

CONCLUSI ON:

7There are a few cases where individuals have allegedly been pronmised that they will not taste of
the death fromnortality, but it is believed here that this is probably nore figurative |anguage than
substantive, because death obviously nmust occur in sonme fashion at some point for the transition between
phases to occur. The difference for these individuals nmust be in the manner of dying

However, we are not sure what death really neans.

8Turing machi nes, theoretical conputers that are not liable to mal functioning and possessing
unlimted amount of information storage space, are fascinating parts of automata theory, and |ogic and
recursive function theory. They were considered at one point to determine whether they could be (used to
produce) theoretical nopdels capable of producing human | anguage. |In addition to their storage capacity,
perhaps their greatest promise lay in their ability to deal with recursive functions, which are so
characteristic of creative human | anguages. But in spite of their el egance and power, Turing machines
unfortunately failed in this endeavor. Human | anguage is too creative and unpredictable

29
Wthin SMD, the word "endownent" has a specific meaning. It generally refers to the set of
ordi nances which are performed in an LDS tenple. Each person goes there to receive these rites which are
central to the theology, and to the future success of the individual. Never in this author's experience has

the termbeen used to refer to anything in the other phases of our netanorphosis.

This limted usage is probably not intended to nmean anything at all because SMD focuses exclusively
on nortality, thereby unintentionally creating the inpression that the only testing and critical behaviors
are those experienced on this earth. The concept of a |long endowrent is just not a considerati on because
SMD doesn't even acknow edge, in nore than a cryptic manner, that testing occurs in the PE, and onmits it
entirely in references to post-nortality
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The beauty of the spiral -or even the sinple circle- concept, then, is
that it shows relationshi ps between phases that are not otherw se apparent.
Thi s concept may provide a person who is aware of these births and deaths a
greater sense of understanding of their role in the nmetanorphosis than they
woul d ot herwi se have.{*} This is particularly true if one views the
deat h+birth process as an anal ogue of the resurrection which we believe
here to be its archetype. The transition from one phase to another becones
a grand experience{*} then, with nuch nore neaning and val ue that the
basic idea of death and birth, as nortals conprehend it, conveys.

The |l ast point to make about this STATE+PROCESS loop is that it is
nmedi at ed t hrough the priesthood. Above it was noted that there is probably
one grand endowrent that applies to our spirit across all testing phases,
with the segnment applicable to each phase being applied during that phase.
Here, | would anend that concept a bit to suggest that there may in fact be
only one sinple endownent that sinply repeats itself at the appropriate
time during each phase. Death and birth would just be a part of that
conpl ex of ordi nances which would prepare spirits for |eaving and entering
phases. {*%}

30
It is interesting to note Gof's perception of this type of [death-birth] theme based on reports

of his patients. In a section entitled THE DEATH REBI RTH EXPERI ENCE, he says:

"The experiential pattern [ed. that is being experienced by these patients] is related to
the third clinical stage of delivery. The agonizing process of the birth struggle cul m nates, the
propul sion therough the birth canal is conpleted and is followed by explosive relief and relaxation.
After the unbilical cord is cut physical separation fromthe nother has been conpleted, and the
child starts its new exi stence as an anatom cal ly i ndependent i ndivi dual .

The death-rebirth experience represents the term nation and resolution of the death-rebirth
struggle. Suffering and agony culmnate in an experience of total annihilation on all levels -
physical, emotional, intellectual, noral, and transcendental. This is usually referred to as an
"ego death'; it seenms to involve instantaneous destruction of all the previous reference points of
the individual. The experience of total annihilation is often followed by visions of blinding white
or golden light and a sense of |iberating deconpression and expansion. The universe is perceived as
i ndescri bably beautiful and radiant; individuals feel cleansed and purged, and tal k about
redenption, salvation, or union with God." (1977: 51)

His reference here is the death-fromthe-PE-into-birth-into-nortality iteration of this cycle. W suspect
that the inpact of all iterations will be essentially the sane. Note how devastating it is to the
individual - ego death nmust be a horrible experience. Yet note the paradoxi cal consequence for those who
weat her this transfornmation: liberation and communion with God. The whole plan was set up this way, and
sonmehow t he devastati on experienced by our spirits at death/birth is essential to our metanorphosis.

31
A 50'ish friend of mine who died |ast year stated it well. He said, alluding to many American's
mania for finding thrilling adventures and experiences, that dying is the greatest adventure of all. How
true! | can't wait for ny turn.

2If this concept is true, then there is a conspicuous absence of birth/death references in the LDS
canon. Perhaps this omssion is intentional, the reasoning being that such information is of little value
to a struggling nortal who can hardly obey the sinple commandnents, |et alone neditate about the things of
eternity. Wich have no rel evance to how we serve each other down here.
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